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Forward

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster environmental
stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks of North
Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.



http://www.theobcc.org/

grew in the water.
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Ollie the Otter floated nearby in Wally’s kelp forest. “Your seaweed
keeps me safe while | nap so | don’t drift away,” he said
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“And some animals, like sea urchins, eat you t
Sandy beamed. “So even though we’re dif
animals in our own ways!”

Wally nodded. “Yes — you grow in sandy shal
for little creatures. | grow on rocks in deeper wate
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They both Swayed proudly.




“How?” asked Coral the Clownfish, who had been listening closely.

Sandy explained, “When | grow, | soak up carbon dioxide — a gas
that’s making the Earth too warm. | store it in my leaves and roots for

years!”

“And | do the same,” Wally added. “Together, we help fight climate
- change. We also slow big waves, protect shorelines, and keep the
leaner by taking in extra nutrients.”




Sandy’s leaves drooped a little. “But lately, warmer waters and
stronger storms — caused by climate change — make it hard fo
to grow.”
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From that day on, Coral told everyone she met — fish, crabs, turt
and even snorkelers above — “Remember: Seagrass and seawet




Did You Know?

Both seagrass amf seaweed are beneficial to sea anlm
dlfferent wafys because they are very different organ
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