


Forward

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.



http://www.theobcc.org/
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3t r'had given her a very
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Tul . A real burrow — deep, twisty, and
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Vho are ghost crab predators?”

nC f on her claw. “Raccoons, shorebirds, foxes,
’ l...and sometimes even other ghost
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Remerﬁbering Mama’s warning, Shellby dug as fcv‘si“&s she could -
carving a second tunnel for an escape. Scoop' Toss! Scoop! Toss!
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at was way too exciting for a digging

“'l!i“:.'

12 g a second she raced all the way back to the
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e moon rose over the dunes, Shellby told Papa

t her adventure — the gld&ving eyes, the
iant ghost crab and‘her d’arlng escape.

That night,
and M
snake

I5apa nod oudly You reme@fergd your Igsson —
especially the emergency T

Mama gave Sheuby’a'sa'n y hug,ff\-l\/e’re so thankful you’re
safe. Just remember — always stay alert whe‘rever you go.”
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Shellby smiled sleepily. 4

“I'will,” she said. “And nesx}ﬁ%{w I’m digging three exits.”
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Did You Know?

Ghost crak ert diggers—and their burrows are more
than just C es! Many ghost crabs dig two or more exits
so they can escape quickly if a predator peeks-inside. Those
glowing eyes Shellby saw? In real life, ghost crabs may share
beach space with snakes, raccoons, birds, and even bigger
ghost crabs;seshaving a secret tunnel can mean the difference
between a @all and a safe getaway. That’s why smart
diggers always plan an exit=or three!
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