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Special Events Stations

Amateur radio at EMF 2016
Derek, G7LFC and his daughter Rebecca, M6BUB, will be running an installation entitled 
‘Communicating around the world without the Internet’ at Electromagnetic Field in Guildford 
from 5 to 7 August.

Using the callsign GB8EMF the pair will demonstrate to the thousands in attendance 
why wireless radio communication is still relevant to a world that sees the internet as the 
last word in worldwide communication.

On-site will be an HF station demonstrating communication using voice and digital 
modes, such as PSK. There will also be a VHF station that will be used to show how 
wireless communication can continue to operate when other web based communications 
systems fail.

The camp is to be held at Loseley Park, Guilford and is effectively a temporary village of 
geeks, crafters and technology enthusiasts that’s lit up by night and buzzing with activity 
during the day. Over a thousand curious people will descend on the camp’s friendly open 
space to learn, share, and talk about what they love.

Further details about EMF 2016 can be found at www.emfcamp.org

Chippenham and District ARC will be operating GB5CRC for the month 
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meeting was held at Hardenhuish Boys School in Chippenham. It now 
holds regular meetings at the Sea Cadet HQ Chippenham on Tuesday 
nights. All welcome. A rally at Kington Langley Village Hall will take 
place on 25 September. See www.g3vre.org.uk for further details. 

South Essex ARS will be will be attending Canvey Community 
Archive at the War Memorial Hall, High Street, Canvey Island, Essex 
SS8 7RB on 10 September from 10am to 4pm and operating GX4RSE. 
Their stand will have Morse keys and sounders for people to try and test 
their skill as well as information on the International Space Station and amateur radio videos 
and a information on how to get licensed. 

GB75ACO will be on the air celebrating 75 years of the Air Training Corps between 3 and 
28 September (10am to 8pm on Saturdays and Sunday; 7.45 to 9.15pm Monday and 
Wednesday, outside this when operators are available). Primary operation will be on 40m 
using SSB and some CW. A special QSL card is available for those that collect QSLs. Please 
QSL direct to G4PSH or via the RSGB Bureau. See www.QRZ.com 

Churches and Chapels On The Air (CHOTA) will take place on Saturday 10 September. 
If you intend to put a station on please register your station with John, G3XYF by email to 
g3xyf@btconnect.com 

Men’s shed 
electronics 
Many ‘Men’s Sheds’ have been set up 
across the UK over the last two years. 
Most offer woodworking and other 
activities that appeal to retired men 
seeking to learn and share new skills. 
Electronics is often seen as complex 
and components expensive to obtain, so 
electronics and related activities may not 
be offered. However UK radio amateurs, 
regardless of location, are well placed 
to help grow and develop this vital 
community resource. In the future many 
more men will retire and want to engage 
in useful community based activities like 
electronics.

Here’s how radio amateurs can help. 
To kick start or grow an electronics group 
within a Men’s Shed the following are 
needed:
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skills in short sessions
The Men’s Shed Electronics project 

is coordinated by David Searle, formerly 
GM8WNY, ZL3DWS, VK2DWS. In New 
Zealand, with helpful start up advice 
from Steve Hartley, David and a group 
of 45 radio amateurs held Electronic 
Buildathon events for hundreds of 
young people. In acknowledgement 
of that, he was awarded NZ Amateur 
of the Year by NZ amateur radio 
society NZART. You can contact David  
via mensshedelectronics@gmail.com 

Training initiative 
Six radio clubs (Bromley, Cray Valley, Crystal 
Palace, Darenth Valley, North Kent & West 
Kent) in South East London and adjacent 
areas of Kent have formed the South East 
Tutors (SET) group to support, promote 
and deliver fully taught courses covering 
all levels of the amateur radio licence. By 
improving coordination and promotion 
between local clubs, SET aims to makes it 
easier for candidates to see all local courses 
on offer along with progression options 
from foundation through to full licence. See  
http://goo.gl/AEV5GN for further information 
and links to SET clubs including a timetable 
of which club has what course running and 
when.

W&S Open Day
Waters & Stanton held their 26th Annual Open Day in May at their showroom in Hockley. 
It was a busy day with good weather so there were gazebos on the forecourt providing 
refreshments and second-hand sales to the many visitors. Reps from Icom, Kenwood 
and Yaesu were in attendance and there was a programme of interesting mini-lectures 
in the showroom. Leiston (Suffolk) and Norfolk Radio Clubs visited to receive their 
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CW Club were on the air using their Elecraft K3 hooked up to the new SteppIR and had 
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