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February 19, 2019 Monthly Meeting Minutes

Please note: The monthly meeting minutes cannot accurately report information on the extensive scope of activities of FCDC, campaigns, community events, and organizations affiliated with FCDC, etc. Please refer to the relevant web or facebook page for current information about those organizations and their events.

Call to order: 7:32 pm

Co-chair opening comments: Opening comments focused on the recent events concerning Governor Northam, Lt. Gov. Fairfax, and Attorney General Herring. The C0-chairs acknowledged that a wide range of opinions exist regarding the events. As an arm of the State Democratic Committee, we follow their statements and positions on the matter. At the same time, our duty is to focus on the upcoming local and state elections and local issues.

Vice-chair comment: The vice-chair made opening comments about a need for a truth and reconciliation project on both race and gender and move away from punitive actions and quick judgements.

Secretary’s report: The Secretary reported a membership total of 117. The Secretary reminded people that it is time to submit optional dues. A motion accepting the January meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s report: The Treasurer reported the current fiscal status including income and expenditures since the January 2019 meeting. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report subject to audit, passed.

Communications director report: Please continue to submit items for posting on our web page. This can be done by going to the FCDC web page and contacting the Communications Director. The FCDC Communications Director maintains the FCDC web page and fb page. 

New Business: 
Gail Jeffries (Center) and Rev. Bob Banse (Marshall) were voted into memebership.

Commonwealth Dinner: Motion: That we hold the Commonwealth Dinner in the fall of 2019. Discussion centered on the current difficulties locking in a speaker, shortage of venues and available dates. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion: That we select by caucus by June 11 all our candidates for local positions. Discussion centered on the cost of a local caucus. There is not cost. The motion passed unanimously.

Senate 27th district: Discussions are underway regarding the nominating process. At this time, only one Democratic candidate has announced.

House districts 18, 31, and 88: There will be a primary, as needed, for these House of Delegates districts. To date, only the 18th district has more than one Democratic contender.

Del. Elizabeth Guzman (HD31) will hold a town hall meeting to present a wrap-up of the 2019 legislative session, Saturday, March 9, in the Warren Green Building, 4-5 pm. Three HD 31st precincts are located in Fauquier County. Del. Guzman has invited Del. Webert and Senator Vogel.

Fauquier Indivisible  (FI) is holding a meeting and potluck dinner Saturday, March 9, 5-8 pm at the John Barton Payne building. FI members and their guests are invited. Del. Guzman will be the guest speaker. Please RSVP to the FI facebook page.

LTE (letters to the editor) group: Max Hall announced that the LTE group will assist anyone in writing a letter to the editor. 

Women’s Summit: beginning June 28. Please consult the web or fb page for additional information. This is a very informative, motivational conference.

Motion: That FCDC run an ad in the NAACP banquet program. Discussion that this is an annual event and that FCDC historically places this ad and supports the local NAACP chapter.  This year’s dinner: May 17. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion: That FCDC donate $500 to the Officer of the Elections annual picnic. This is an annual event held in the summer to thank all the people who volunteer to work inside at the polls on election days. Discussion included an objection to the amount. The motion passed.

Young Democrats: FCDC is sponsoring the kick off meeting of the Young Democrats in Fauquier County. The meeting will be at the Black Bear Bistro, 6 pm, Saturday, March 2, 2019.

CANDIDATE’S TIME:

Michael Hammond is running for school board, Scott district. All members can support his campaign.

Jess Foster: candidate for VA 88th. Help canvas for signatures on her petitions. Sunday, Feb. 24, 1 pm, in Remington.

Tristan Shields: running for HD 18 - many upcoming events. Please like him on fb.

Laura Galante: running for HD 18 - many upcoming events. Please like her on fb.
Ronnie Ross: running for SD 27. Mr. Ross announced endorsement by Run for Something, and organization that supports candidates under age 40. Please like him on fb for information on upcoming events. Mr. Ross is also sponsoring the Fauquier Young Democrats.

Discussion about the events in Richmond: Co-chair Jackson opened the floor to comments about the issues surrounding Governor Northam, Lt. Gov. Fairfax, and AG Herring. Commenters were limited to 2 minutes with listening only from the floor. Comments included a wide range of opinions on the issues and what should happen next.

Motion: FCDC should remove its statement about the Governor from our web page and fb site. Discussion focused on the fact that events in Richmond change daily, therefore our statement does not remain relevant and timely. We defer to statements by the 5th District committee and the State Committee. There was some discussion of disapproval that the statement was not formulated and approved by the entire FCDC membership as not all members hold the same opinion. The motion passed unanimously.
 
Adjourn: 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Treusch, Secretary
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