


Forward

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer
Banks of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation
efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed
and used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.



http://www.theobcc.org/







Meanwhile, just beneath the waves, another g'roup of workers was just
as busy. Shellfish like oysters, clams, and mussels opened their shells
and began to feed. They weren’t chasing scraps like the crabs—they
were filtering the very water around them. With every breath of water
they pulled in, they trapped tiny particles of plankton, algae, and dirt.
Then, they pushed clean, filtered water back out into the sea.
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