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On this day 243 years ago, the Second Continental Congress declared the independence of the American colonies from their homeland, England. Now, every year Americans come together to commemorate this occasion with big celebrations and big fireworks. Here at the John Locke Foundation, we like to celebrate by
honoring one of the greatest inspirations behind this groundbreaking declaration, John Locke. John Locke was an English philosopher in the 17th century and is known as one of the Enlightenment's most influential thinkers. It is said that Locke's justification of the rebellion, based on his theory of natural rights, was the
background from which the declaration originated. Locke's influence appears in countless speeches and writings by the founding fathers. For example, the Declaration and Resolution of the First Continental Congress — written two years before the Declaration of Independence by authors such as John Adams and
George Washington — quotes Locke almost literally in addressing [Colonists] have the right to life, liberty, and property. His most famous writings, The Toleration Letter and Other Government Treaties, strongly influenced the author of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson. Many believe that most of the
most striking language of the Declaration of Independence is derived from Locke's work. The entire Declaration is said to have succeeded in admiring the condensation of Locke's fundamental argument in a few hundred words. One can first and foremost see Locke's influence in the Declaration's references to inaliethible
rights and life, freedom and the pursuit of happiness. However, Locke's influence can be seen during the Declaration of Independence (see table). .. all experiences care that humanity is more inclined to suffer, while evil is tolerable than to be corrected by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. Until the
mischiobes become general, and the sick designs of the rulers become visible, or their attempts are reasonable for the most part, people, who are more likely to suffer than correct themsself by resistance, are not inclined to interfere. (Sec. 230) ... But when a long train of abuse and usurpation, which always follows the
same object, emigates the design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to reject such a government and provide new guards for their future safety... But if a long series of abuses, scams and artifices, all nurtured in the same way, make the design visible to people, and they can not but
feel what lie below, and see the whither they go; one should not ask, that they should then blur themselves, and seek to put the rule in such hands that could provide them with the ends for which the government was at first. (Sec. 225) Not only is the spirit of Locke's philosophy seen in the writings of those Americans who
read his work, but John Locke, under the direction of his mentor Lord Shaftesbury, drafted the fundamental Constitutions of Carolina. Although it was never adopted, this document was to be used as the Constitution of the English Province of Carolina.  We here at the John Locke Foundation still support Locke's ideas
about natural rights and revolutionary fervor in the work we do every day. And we, like the Declaration, believe that these truths are obvious, that all men are created equal. Happy Independence Day! Many of the ideas in the Declaration of Independence were not thomas jefferson's ideas. In the period when the
Declaration of Independence was written, Europe was gripped by the Enlightenment, a movement that emphasized reason instead of tradition. Philosophers like John Locke were Enlightening thinkers and greatly influenced Europe and the colonies, especially Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson, the lead author of the
Declaration of Independence, the idea in the Declaration of Independence came from enlightenment ideas —mostly from John Locke's ideas, to be exact. Ideas such as natural rights, the social contract and reason mentioned in the Declaration of Independence were all from the Enlightenment. So it's obvious that
Locke's Enlightenment ideas inspired Jefferson when writing the Declaration of Independence. By including the ideas of John Locke's Enlightenment, the Declaration of Independence is an Enlightenment document. Since the Declaration of Independence stated the law with which men were born, which was similar to the
idea of natural rights in the Enlightenment, it is an Enlightenment document. Thomas Jefferson wrote about the idea that people were born with certain rights, regardless of who they were in his Declaration of Independence. However, this idea was not his; Jefferson adopted John Locke's theory of natural rights to provide
a reason for the revolution (Costly). We will write a customized case study specificallyFor you for just $13.90/page!order now The rights with which people are born are life, freedom and the pursuit of happiness as stated in the Declaration of Independence (Jefferson). This idea is also the main idea in the Enlightenment.
John Locke, a philosopher at the time who supported the Enlightenment, said in his book Government of the Two Treaties, that men were born with natural rights consisting of life, freedom and property (Locke). Natural rights were Enlightenment ideas and she stated that people were born with certain rights that gave
them neither law nor society. Both Jefferson and Locke agreed on the fact that people were born with certain rights and no one, not even the government itself, could take away those rights. This view is divided between and the Enlightenment philosopher explicitly shows how Locke influenced Jefferson when writing the
Declaration of Independence. So, of course, the Declaration of Independence became an Enlightenment document. Of course, Jefferson and Locke shared their views not only in certain human rights, but also in the idea that the government was created only to protect people's rights. The social contract, another idea of
the Enlightenment, is found in both the Declaration of Independence and the Enlightenment, which makes the Declaration of Independence an Enlightenment Document. The Declaration of Independence states that in order to ensure these [natural] rights, governments are established among men, exuding their e-powers
from the consent of the ruling (Jefferson). This statement explaining the purpose of the government and why it exists also supported the idea of a social contract of the Enlightenment, since one part of the social contract stated that power exists solely to protect the rights of the people. People who believed in the
Enlightenment believed that governments did not exist to give kings absolute power, but to protect their citizens (Adams). Clearly, Jefferson included enlightenment ideas in the Declaration of Independence. He believed in the same thing enlightening thinkers believed— a social contract between the government and its
people. Jefferson used the idea of an Enlightenment to support his reasons for the colonies separating from Great Britain. He argued that King George III had not kept his end of the social contract, and therefore the colonists had every right to overthrow such a government that was not even considered legitimate.
Jefferson, in his Declaration of Independence, not only used enlightenment ideas, but also used reason and evidence to substanct his claims. It had to be a reason for everything because reasoning is important according to enlightenment beliefs, and there is a clear rationale in the Declaration of Independence. John
Locke argues that people should use reason to try to understand the truth and determine the legitimate functions of institutions (Uzgalis). The importance of reasoning was an idea in the Enlightenment, because the Age of Enlightenment was even called the Age of Reason (Evans). In the Enlightenment view, reasoning is
necessary in everything, especially when moving away from empire or country. Therefore, Jefferson cites 27 reasons why the actions of the colonies against Great Britain and King George III are justified. Jefferson and the rest of the Continental Congress could not pass the Declaration of Independence, as the
Continental Congress had already passed Richard Henry Lee's resolution that America was independent from the UNITED Kingdom (Lee). However, they still took the time and effort to explain why necessary to secede from the British Empire. This shows the fact that Jefferson and many others were influenced by the
Enlightenment and believed they needed to state all the reasons for their actions to be justified. The importance of reasoning was an idea in the Enlightenment, an idea that John Locke also firmly believed in. Citing clear reasons for his actions, Jefferson included the enlightenment idea that reasoning is important and
used reasons and evidence to prove his point. It cannot therefore be denied that Jefferson's Declaration of Independence, which has 27 reasonable reasons, is an Enlightenment document. Thomas Jefferson's Declaration of Independence and John Locke's Enlightenment Ideas had much the same ideas. People have
certain rights with which they were born, which have not been given, nor can they be taken away by either the government or society. The government's sole purpose for existence is not to give absolute power and authority to themselves, but to protect their people and the rights with which they were born. And finally,
there must be reasons for everything and Jefferson cites 27 reasons why they are moving away from the UK. Using enlightenment ideas to justify the actions of the colonies, Jefferson's Declaration of Independence is without a doubt an Enlightenment document. From natural rights and the social contract to reason, it is
unquestionable that the Declaration of Independence embodies all Enlightenment ideas. Ideas.
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