
GOSPEL MESSAGE 
What? Or Why? 

 

What do we believe?  Our Lutheran heritage is rooted in theological debate, and 
such conversations have always been a part of our tradition.  Disagreements 
about theological propositions and biblical interpretations have led to split after 
split among Lutheran church bodies and congregations.  At the same time, our 
theological and biblical commitments have led us to seek the unity of the church 
with mergers among Lutheran denominations and with common communion 
agreements with our ecumenical neighbors.  In our broader culture it also seems 
that theology often leads the way in conversations about faith.  Theological  
principles from various religious communities are used to argue for or against 
laws, corporate practices, and cultural expectations. 
 

In today’s gospel story we find something different leading the way: the blind 
man’s experience of the healing power of Jesus.  This experience is at odds with 
the theological thought of the religious leaders.  The narrative reads like a trial, 
one in which the primary witness is hostile to the line of questioning from the 
prosecution.  The conversations the leaders have with the man and his parents 
are a mess of misunderstanding that leads to insult and accusation.  They are 
talking about theology; he and his parents are talking about experience.  No one 
is there to translate between the two. 
 

Why do you believe?  Our understandings of God are certainly shaped by the 
communities of which we have been a part and theologies we have learned.  Yet, 
God’s grace is not something we logic our way through; it is something we  
experience.  The early church debated all sorts of theological positions, but their 
witness was grounded in their experience of death and resurrection.  What we 
believe is important, but as we step into each day as witnesses of God’s love for 
the world, why we believe may be the most hope-filled message we have to share. 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 
 

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment.  The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the 
man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man.  In baptism God 
opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children.  As David was 
anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear  
witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 

Your presence at worship is important to God and to us!  Whether you are a first-time visitor, 
frequent participant, neighbor, member or friend, please take a moment as you prepare for 
worship to share some information on the enclosed “Count Me In” form.  Place it in the offering 
basket as you come up for communion or at the end of the service. 

ELW - Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red) 
ACS - All Creation Sings (purple) 

Page numbers are located in the front half of the worship book. 
Hymns and songs are located in the back half of the book. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude Song                                        “Anointing Fall on Me”                ACS, hymn 1013 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Living God, we give you thanks 
for the living water of our baptism— 
the deep wellspring of your mercy 
gushing up to eternal life. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

You fill the earth with wonder 
and flood the seas with grace. 
You sustain us in the wilderness, 
providing water from a stone. 
You shower us with your Spirit, 
pouring your love into our hearts. 
We praise you, O God. 



Continue to fill us with your Spirit, 
and lead us to worship and serve you 
in words and actions, spirit and truth, 
until the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whose holy name we pray. 
Amen!  Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Gathering Song                 “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”      ACS, hymn 1084 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.  By your 
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, 
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13                                                                        Old Testament pages 259-260 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in 
height or other physical characteristics.  With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, 
designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 
 

The reading concludes: 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 23                                                     “Shepherd Me, O God”                  ELW, hymn 780 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14                                                                           New Testament page 194 
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the 
light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 
 

The reading concludes: 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                     “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word”               ELW, hymn 520 
stanza 1 

 
Gospel: John 9:1-41                                                                                          New Testament pages 102-103 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things 
of God. 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 

Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know 
that he was a carpenter or builder by trade.  He is also shown as being devoted 
both to God and to Mary and Jesus.  It is assumed that he died before Jesus  
became an adult. 
 

Tuesday, March 21, 2023 
Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556 

Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation of 
the Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship book of 
the Anglican Communion.  He was burned at the stake under Queen Mary for his 
support of the Protestant Reformation. 
 

Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758 

A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great 
preacher.  Though his most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was 
more concerned with God's love.  He served both as missionary to the Housatonic 
people in Massachusetts, and as president of the future Princeton University. 
 

Friday, March 24, 2023 
Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr, died 1980 

Romero was deeply concerned with injustices evident toward the poor and  
powerless in El Salvador, and worked forthrightly against political repression.  He 
was assassinated while presiding at the eucharist in a chapel near the cathedral in 
San Salvador. 
 

Saturday, March 25, 2023 
Annunciation of Our Lord 

Nine months before Christmas we celebrate the annunciation, in which the angel 
Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to the Son of God.  The  
ancient church believed that this was also the date of the world's creation and of 
Jesus' death on the cross. 



Today’s Worship Leaders 
Greeters: Donna Stellmach & Danny Smuder 

Ushers: Randy & Sue Mold 
Organist: Jennifer Baker-Trinity 

Lector: Mike Carroll 
Liturgist: Teresa Hasbrook 

Acolyte: Lola Mold 
Communion Assistants: Pastor Jeri Bergquist & Millie Peters 

Altar Guild: Joanne Louzek & Julie Carlson 
 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 

 
 

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders 
Greeter:  

Ushers: Glen & Carolyn Holmstrom 
Song & Prayer Leaders: Praise Band 

Power Point: Claressa Gorman 
Lector: Shari Schlagel 

Acolyte: Lola Mold 
Communion Assistants: Deb Dahlberg & Maureen Sybrant 

Altar Guild: Joanne Louzek & Julie Carlson 

The gospel is announced: 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Hymn of the Day                   “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”       ELW, hymn 779 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

After each prayer 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 
Our offering is a collection of money for the church's mission, including the care of those in need, as a sign 
of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's gifts.  Your offering and “Count Me In” may 
be placed in the basket as you come forward for communion. 
 

Offering Song                              “Create In Me a Clean Heart”                ELW, hymn 188 
 
Great Thanksgiving 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . 
. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sung to the tune of "Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross" 

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, 
God of pow'r and might— 
Heav'n and earth are al-ways filled 
filled with all your glo-ry. 
Bless'd is he, bless'd is he 
who comes in your name— 
sing we now Hosan—na 
in the high-est.  Amen. 

 

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide . . . 
 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water . . . 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed . . . 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks . . . 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection . . . 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours.  
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Sung to the tune of "Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed" 

O Lamb of God, you take a-way 
the sin of all the world. 
Have mer-cy on us, now we pray, 
have mer—cy on us now. 

O Lamb of God, you take a-way 
the sin of all the world. 
Grant us your peace, your peace, we pray, 
your peace— a-mong us now. 

 
Communion 
We celebrate at an open communion table. All who hear our Lord's invitation are welcome to participate.  
Receive the bread first with an open hand and eat immediately, followed by the wine (red) or grape juice 
(white).  Gluten-free bread is available.  Please indicate to an usher If you need to receive communion from 
your pew.  Children who have received age-appropriate instruction are welcome to commune.  If you prefer 
instead to receive a blessing please indicate by crossing your arms over your shoulders. 
 

Communion Songs                             “Be Thou My Vision”                           ELW, hymn 793 
 

    “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”                   ELW, hymn 814 
 
Table Blessing 

Response: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  Sustain 
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our 
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song                                     “Lead Me, Guide Me”                         ELW, hymn 768 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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