Study Guide

4. In the last couple chapters of Mark we have seen the authority
of Jesus. How do we see His authority further in this chapter?

Mark 6:1-29
November 7 & 8, 2020
1.

C.S. Lewis once made the argument that Jesus is either a liar,
lunatic, or Lord. Do you think these three categories are valid
descriptions? How do you think most people identify Jesus?

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say
about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His
claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man
and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic—on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else
he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is,
the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a
fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon or you can fall at His feet and call
Him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His
being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. . . .
Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and
consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept
the view that He was and is God. (Mere Christianity, 55-56)

Read Mark 6:1-29
2.

What did the people think of Jesus’ teaching? What was their
reaction to His miracles? What tripped them up about Jesus?
What trips people up about Jesus today?

3.

Have you ever felt judged because of your background, location
of where you grew up, or your family history? Sometimes under
your own roof there may be a struggle. Did the viewpoints
towards Jesus impact His identity or mission? How can this serve
as a good reminder for us as well?

5.

Why do you think Jesus did not want them taking anything with
them? Are there things that you have felt you “needed”, that God
stripped away from you to grow your faith?

6. There was one common message that the disciples were
sharing in verse 12. What do you notice between that message
and the one that we share today? Read Matthew 28:18-20.
How is this command similar to what Jesus was telling His
disciples? Do we regularly live with the awareness of Christ’s
authority we have been given?

7.

On one hand we see the good results the disciples of Jesus had
and we may think that if we do the right thing, a pleasant
outcome is sure to follow. How does the rest of this passage
counter that? What should be our posture and hope when
things aren’t going how we envisioned?

8.

C.S. Lewis made a similar statement to his popular quote listed
in Question 1. “(Jesus) produced mainly three eﬀects — Hatred —
Terror — Adoration. There was no trace of people expressing mild
approval.” What is your general attitude towards Jesus? How
have you seen your attitude towards Jesus change in the last
five years? The last year?

MEMORY VERSE for NOVEMBER
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no
commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:30-31

