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THE UPS-AND-DOWNS 

OF LIFE ARE JUST LIKE A 

BUSINESS IN THAT TO 

HAVE A SUCCESSFUL 

LIFE YOU HAVE TO 

LEARN HOW TO GET UP 

EVERY TIME A SETBACK 

KNOCKS YOU DOWN. I 

WANT TO STUDY 

BUSINESS SO I CAN 

IMPROVE MY 

BUSINESS.   

ABOUT  ME

I'm an entrepreneur: one may also know

me as the owner/creator of K&E

Arrangements. K&E Arrangements is me;

it is my business of chocolate covered

strawberries in basket arrangements.  I

started my business when I was a junior

in high school and, just like when you

open any business, there have been

challenges along the way, but also

victories.  

i  was born in the country of Belize in

1996. My mom did not finish elementary

school and my dad did not finish high

school. I know they regretted not

completing their education, and that

knowledge instilled in me a desire to

work harder than anyone because I

wanted to make myself and my parents

proud.  



When I was 10, my parents decided to move to

Chicago. For them, that meant their daughter had a

chance to live the  “American Dream”. When moving

day came, it felt unreal. I got on the airplane, sat

down, looked out the window, and cried silently as I

was leaving behind everyone I cared for and the only

place I knew.  

 

Upon arriving in Chicago, I was enrolled in school

where I started fifth grade.  My first class was gym, I

was not dressed properly, so I just stood in the

corner looking at everyone run around playing

battleship, I wondering if I would ever have any

friends. My underlying desire to succeed and be

unique, pushed me to branch out and not let the

fear of the unknown stop me from succeeding.  

 

After that day, the years flew by. 

That shy and quiet Belizean girl who managed to

graduate middle school still wanted to fit in better.

My first year of high school, I decided I wanted to be

a part of the cheerleading team. 

 

I broke out of my shell. Although that was fun, I

wanted to be a part of something bigger, something

that would help me achieve my goal of one day

owning my own business.  

 

During my junior year in my Business Finance

Academy, I was given the opportunity to create a  

business for the NFTE (Network For Teaching

Entrepreneurship) program. This program hosted a

business plan competition for high school students. 

 

I competed against 32 other businesses at my school

in the first round and I won first place.  Then I got the

opportunity to compete at the Chicago semi-finals

against the top 32 out of 1,500 business plans. I won

again. K&E Arrangements was the first Schurz

student business to win the semi-finals in the city of

Chicago. It was breathtaking.  

 

The ups-and-downs of life are just like a business in

that to have a successful life you have to learn how

to get up every time a setback knocks you down. I

want to study business so I can improve my

business.  Being a part of the Business & Finance

Academy has put me on the right path. Who would

have thought that a 10 year old Belizean girl who

was brought here with an American Dream would

have created her own American Dream?  
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