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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

19/20 December 2020 

 



John the Baptist Points Everyone to the Messiah: The coming of God in 

all His unveiled power at Mount Sinai was terrifying to the people of Israel. 

The thundering voice of the Lord puts sinners in fear of death (Deut. 18:15–

19). God, therefore, raised up a prophet like Moses--the Messiah, the Christ. 

God came to His people veiled in human flesh. The skies poured down the 

Righteous One from heaven; the earth opened her womb and brought forth 

Salvation (Introit) through the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of the Lord 

(Luke 1:39–56). The fruit of her womb is the very Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world, the One whose sandal strap John was not worthy 

to loose (John 1:19–28). In Jesus we are delivered from fear and anxiety. In 

Him alone we have the peace of God which surpasses all understanding 

(Phil. 4:4–7). 

The Divine Service 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

 



Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 19:1, 4–6; antiphon: Is. 45:8a 

 
Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear 

fruit;* 

let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their 

words to the end | of the world.* 

In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 

and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | 

end of them,* 

and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear 

fruit;* 

let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

 

Kyrie   

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
 

 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 

might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted 

by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–19 

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—just as 

you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the 

assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord 

my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ And the Lord said 

to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. I will raise up for 

them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my 

words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 

him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in 

my name, I myself will require it of him.” 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm 145:18, 21 

The LORD is near to all who | call on him,* 

to all who call on | him in truth. 

My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 

and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever. 

 



Epistle Reading  Philippians 4:4–7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse    Ps.40:17b 

                    
You are my help and my de- | liverer;* 

       Do not delay, | O my God!           Alleluias Repeated 

Holy Gospel Reading  Luke 1:39-56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

 

 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to 

a town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 

leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 

and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me 

that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the 

sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped 

for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For 

behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who 

is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his 

mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has 

shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 



thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their 

thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry 

with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped 

his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” And Mary 

remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 

was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 

again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

 

 

 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to 

flight. Refrain 

 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. 

Refrain 

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God.  Whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed 

when He comes again in glory.  Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer   

The Words of Our Lord   

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 



Pax Domini   

 

 
 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Distribution of the Body and Blood of Christ 
 

A Prayer before receiving the Sacrament 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament 

in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

A Prayer after receiving the Sacrament 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the Holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 

eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life 

eternal, through Jesus Christ, My Lord. Amen. 



Nunc Dimittis   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving   

 

 
 

A Let us pray. O God the Father, … now and forever. 

 
 



Salutation and Benedicamus 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 

An Important Note – There will be no Saturday night service on December 

26th.  If you regularly attend that service simply choose one of the Sunday 

morning services or Monday night December 29th to attend. 

 

Christmas Services this week – It will be our joy to be in God's House these 

coming Holy Days of Christmas.  The services of Lessons and Carols will 

be at 4:30pm, 6:00pm and 7:30pm on Christmas Eve. The 6:00pm service 

will be on FB.  The 11:00pm service on Christmas Eve, and the 9:30am and 

11:00am Services on Christmas Day will all be on FB live as well.  If you 

still haven't registered your attendance, please do so! 

 

Looking forward to the Epiphany of Our Lord – January 6th.  There will be 

Divine Services at 8:20am and 7:00pm.   

 

Bible Class – Our Wednesday Evening Bible Class will resume on 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021.  We will be studying the Holy Gospel 

according to St. Mark.  The class will be live in the Church or on Zoom. 

2021 Offering Envelopes – The Offering Envelopes for 2021 can be picked 

up in the church basement.  Do not use the envelopes until January 1, 2021.  

If you did not use offering envelopes this past year, one was not assigned to 

you, if you did not get an envelope box and would like to have one, please 

contact the church office. Thank you – Finance Committee  

Food Pantry – Many thanks to all of you who donated food and gifts of 

money to the Pantry in November.  We were able to use everything!  In 

November the Pantry served 56 families, 10 of them being new.  This 

represented 110 adults and 53 children.  At present the pantry can use 

anything, but is low on canned fruit, coffee, pancake mix/syrup, 

ketchup/mustard, sugar, flour, cooking oil, hamburger helper, salad 

dressing, tuna, cake mix/frosting, instant potatoes, baked beans, and toilet 

paper.  Thank you again for your ongoing support! 

 

Metro-East Lutheran High School – is now accepting applications for the 

21/22 school year.  Any new students (freshmen or transfer) interested in 

seeking enrollment at Lutheran High School please go to the school website 

at www.melhs.org and download the admission and enrollment packet or 

contact the school office at 618-656-0043.  If you have additional questions, 

please contact Dr. Jay Krause, Principal, or email him 

at jay.krause@melhs.org. Come be a part of this dynamic ministry in the 

future. 

http://www.melhs.org/
mailto:jay.krause@melhs.org


Philippians 4:6 – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God.” Paul puts two things in opposition to each other: anxiety 

and prayer. So, trade your worries for prayers! You have a Father who loves 

you and desires to hear your prayers and bless you. 

Just a reminder when you do come to church – As the COVID-19 

pandemic continues, it is vital that you think of your neighbor as you 

come.  If you have any symptoms at all, please refrain from coming.  Stay 

home, follow the guidelines, consult your physician, etc.  It is better to err 

on the side of caution.  May our Lord grant us all health and strength in 

these days. 

 

IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

• For the spread of the Holy Gospel 

• For the Holy Church throughout the World, For our Synod 

• For our country, that we might be at peace and live in harmony 

• For our families as we seek to live together in holy love and peace 

• For those who live alone 

• For all doctors, nurses and medical personnel 

• For first responders in our communities 

• For the sick, the suffering, the dying of Covid-19 

 

Healing and Comfort for: THE FAMILY OF DAVID BRYAN, called to 

his heavenly home; SONYA WOODS, preparing for surgery; BETTY 

STEINMANN, hospitalized; LYNN STEINMANN, hospitalized; LILLIAN 

SCHMIDT, recovering from COVID; MILLY HALTERMAN, Dave 

Huckleberry’s grandmother, diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer and 

pneumonia; RICKEY MILLER, Alhambra Rehab & Healthcare; DORENE 

LANE, friend of Dave DeVries, spiritual and health issues; STEVE 

SCHWEIZER, brother of Julie Johnson, cancer diagnosis; KEITH 

QUADE, son-in-law of Dave DeVries, recovering from COVID and health 

issues with mold; NORMAN MICNHEIMER, Neil’s father, health issues; 

TIM DILLON, grandson of Dave DeVries, severe headaches from falls; 

EMILY KIEHL, niece of Cindy Gleason, vision problems; 

BARBARALYNN DEVRIES, niece of Dave DeVries, rehab for leg 

amputation and health issues; MARY GRAFF, friend of Dave DeVries, 

cancer treatments; KIM TOBIN, niece of Dave DeVries, drug issues; 

TOMIKO JUEDEMANN, mother of Linda Behrhorst, cancer treatments; 

DALE GROTEFENDT, friend of Paula Kipp, brain cancer; KAY 

GROTEFENDT, friend of Paula Kipp, radiation treatments; THOMAS 

SEXTON, grandchild of Keith and Judy (Sievers) Loemker, health issues; 



TINA THORLEY, former St. Paul member and student, health issues; 

STRENGTH FOR ALL PREGNANT MOTHERS  

St. Paul Lutheran Elderly Care List – This Christmas with all the nursing, 

independent/assisted living homes closed to visitors please consider sending 

the dear members of our congregation a note or card. For those parents 

looking for something to occupy their children’s time have them draw or 

color a picture to send, with a Bible passage, picture or word of 

encouragement. What an easy way to bring someone joy and put a smile on 

their face, especially during the Christmas season. Following is a list of the 

St. Paul members who reside at a care facility and those who are 

homebound. (Please note Lillian Schmidt has a new room number - 404.) 

 

Alhambra Rehab & Healthcare – Alhambra, Illinois 62001 

 Rickey Miller – 417 E. Main Street  

 Eldon Schmidt – 417 East Main Street 

 

Eden Village – Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

 Clara Wehrend – Care Center – 400 South Station Road – Room 502 

 Glen & Thelma Wuehler – 300 South Station Rd. – Apt. 8202 

 Marlene Hellmann – 407 B Eden Gardens 

 

Meridian Village – Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

 Kathy Breen – Apt. 402 – 27 Auerbach Place 

 Lynette Spudich – Apt. 422 – 27 Auerbach Place 

 

Edwardsville Nursing & Rehabilitation – Edwardsville, IL 62025 

 Ellen Buhrmann – 401 St. Mary Drive 

 

Glenwood – Staunton, Illinois 62088 

 Ruth Ernst – Apt. 27 – 18192 Renken Road 

 Donna Hellinger – Apt. 51 – 18192 Renken Road 

 Ruby Hering – Apt. 32 – 18192 Renken Road 

 

Riverside Rehab & Healthcare – Alton, Illinois 62002 

 Lillian Schmidt – 3490 Humbert Road – Room 404 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Talk Radio and Podcasts for the Christmas Season 

December 23-January 1 
 

Early Church Fathers on the Birth of Christ 

Rev. Will Weedon of “The Word of the Lord Endures Forever” 
 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold in Micah 

Dr. Jason Soenksen of Concordia University Wisconsin 
 

Holiday Depression 

Dr. Beverly Yahnke of Doxology 
 

The New Year Hymn “Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year” 

Dr. Arthur Just of Concordia Theological Seminary 
 

The Top Religion Stories of 2020 

Terry Mattingly of GetReligion 
 

Listen at www.issuesetc.org 

 
 

 

Christmas music returns Christmas Eve 

at WWW.LUTHERANPUBLICRADIO.ORG 

 


