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Opening Remarks

The International Press Corps is unique in its nature and functioning as an MUN committee. 
This guide provides an introduction to the committee at Singapore Model United Nations 
2018 (“SMUN 2018”). Do go through all the sections so you have a clear idea of what to ex-
pect during the conference. 

Editors Introduction

Tridib Bhattacharya

My name is Tridib Bhattacharya, and I will be your Editor-in-Chief for SMUN 2018. I am cur-
rently a high school junior from India, and it gives me great pleasure to be serving in this 
role.

I have been involved with the MUN circuit in India at both the regional and national level for 
four years now, starting off as a lost delegate to now having opportunities to lead commit-
tees. My main reason for deciding to join MUN was my passion for international relations 
and political science - I can often be found poring over newspapers, visiting foreign policy 
websites and watching Shashi Tharoor’s speeches on YouTube - and I have not been disap-
pointed by my experience!

I also love to write, and have had the privilege of interning with a newspaper here in India, 
as well as having a few of my articles published. I believe the Press Corps is a great way 
to combine both international affairs and writing, and offers a unique opportunity to each 
delegate. 

I look forward to meeting each one of you in June. I am sure this conference will be a mem-
orable part of our MUN journeys.

Committee Introduction

The press is a crucial conduit for the public to understand the world’s social, political and 
economic issues. Through reportage and investigative journalism, the press disseminates 
information to those unable to witness events in real time, and educate readers on the 
events of today.

Press delegates will act as reporters from international press agencies, and create news 
pieces that provide readers with accurate and informative articles on the events taking 
place throughout the different committees. 
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Reporters must balance a range of interests – that of the agency’s audience’s, the layman’s, 
a country’s, a corporation’s, and even a political group’s. Delegates will take on the chal-
lenge of ensuring that global leaders are kept on their toes – as one agency shielding them 
from public scrutiny doesn’t mean others will cease investigations.

In practice, agencies cover a broad range of topics, ranging from sports to entertainment 
news to current affairs, with both domestic and global coverage. In SMUN 2018, however, 
delegates will focus on issues of security, of bilateral and regional relations, and on social, 
political and economic issues. 

An agency’s coverage of international and foreign affairs will convey a particular political 
and ideological inclination. State media, in particular, will communicate information from 
the government to the people, supporting the government’s decisions, and putting forth the 
desired image and intentions of that particular state. Therefore, delegates should consider 
the political disposition and core moral and religious ideologies of the agency they repre-
sent. It is also crucial to consider the ties the agency has with certain countries, and the 
interests of those countries. 

Committee Structure

SMUN 2018 will feature four press agencies to increase diversity and scrutiny. Each dele-
gate will be assigned to an agency, and will work with their teammates to provide coverage 
of SMUN 2018.

Delegates are encouraged to acquire a proficient working knowledge of their assigned agen-
cies over and above this study guide. In drafting news coverage, it is useful to consider their 
agency’s ideologies, perspectives, the approach it takes in interpreting affairs and decisions, 
and how it hopes its readers understand events.

Delegates will attend sessions of the other committees at SMUN 2018, and write articles 
to report on what they have observed. These articles should be in-depth expository pieces 
documenting the committee’s debate, written from the perspective of the press agency the 
delegate represents. Articles should introduce the committee’s debate, outline the main 
points of contention, and highlight the perspectives and solutions put forth, as well as their 
source. Press delegates are highly encouraged to pay close attention to the discussions in 
committee, and are free to interview delegates and chairs with their consent.

Articles will be submitted to the Editor-in-Chief and published in TORCH, the conference’s 
daily publication. Please note that delegates should adequately represent the agency as-
signed to them, besides ensuring a minimum quality level is maintained in their work.
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SMUN Press Agencies

A brief introduction to each agency is provided below, do read up about your agency in more 
detail. 

The New York Times

The New York Times has often been regarded as a high standard for journalism. While this 
is true, the paper has often been seen to have a liberal bias, while advocating US foreign 
policy. This has led to controversies in the past.

Al Jazeera

Al-Jazeera is funded by the Qatari government, which has led to allegations of bias towards 
Qatari foreign policy. However, Al Jazeera has always denied such allegations, claiming to 
offer a neutral view in its reporting. 

The Straits Times

The most popular newspaper in Singapore, The Straits Times has a clear pro-government 
bias, and many government officials have served in different roles for the paper. In fact, it is 
printed by an organization whose shareholders are decided upon by the government. 

Xinhua News Agency

Xinhua is a news agency owned by the Chinese government. Predictably, it conforms to Chi-
nese foreign policy, but does maintain a higher standard of accuracy in news not related to 
China. It has in fact accused Western media of bias in the past.

Closing Remarks

Always remember that an MUN conference is always a huge learning experience, and the 
Press Corps at SMUN 2018 should be viewed in this way as well. It is important to balance 
performing to the best of your abilities as a delegate and picking up new skills for the future, 
and Press is a wonderful opportunity to do so. Please feel free to reach out should you have 
any queries. 


