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SNP 

 

 
CONSERVATIVE 

 
LABOUR 

 
GREEN 

 
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT 

 
EARLY LEARNING & 

CHILDCARE 
 
 
 
 

 

- Work with the Government to deliver free 
childcare, including free lunch 

- Provide additional teaching/childcare 
graduates to nurseries in deprived areas 

- Pay all childcare staff at least the living 
wage 

- Provide children with two hours per week 
of physical activity 

- Support prioritisation of 
disadvantaged 1- and 2-year-olds in 
extending childcare 

- Ensure flexibility 

- Invest in all-age, year-round childcare - Promote flexibility 
- Improve qualifications, wages and 

conditions for nursery staff 
- Plan more nurseries/schools where 

populations are expected to rise 

- Deliver flexible and affordable childcare  
- Support introduction of play and 

communication strategy 
- Campaign for a review of Named Persons 

 
SCHOOLS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

- Give more power and resources to schools 
to make decisions locally 

- Maintain teacher/pupil ratios 
- Promote the First Minister’s Reading 

Challenge 
- Ensure there are sufficient libraries 

services in schools & wider communities 
- Roll out the Daily Mile 
- Encourage uptake of free school meals for 

P1-3 and take forward recommendations 
of school nutrition review 

- Promote inclusive SRE 

- Set up Government-funded, 
autonomous schools and devolve 
more powers to headteachers 

- Ensure literacy and numeracy are at 
the centre of curriculum; a CfE review 
by the party is ongoing 

- Support a Scottish version of 
TeachFirst to attract new graduates 

- Investment in professional 
development to encourage teachers 
to become coaches 

 

- Increase number of teachers and 
classroom assistants  

- Introduce breakfast clubs in all primary 
schools Encourage schools to partner 
with libraries to give all children a 
chance to become a member 

- Invest in school rebuilding  
-  

- Keep class sizes down; replace teachers 
and support staff lost due to cuts, 
including ASN staff 

- Focus on literacy and numeracy 
- Protect rural schools from closure 
- Support alternative provision for those 

for whom mainstream education is not 
working 

- Support the TIE campaign 
- Create schemes to provide every school 

leaver with opportunity to work, train 
or study 

- Education committees to include 
parents, teachers, trade unions and 
young people 

- Providing more money to schools to 
tackle the attainment gap 

- Decentralise school powers to give 
individual schools the opportunity to 
support the most disadvantaged children 

- Encourage strong school leadership 
- Spread best practice relating to looked-

after children, those in kinship care and 
those with additional support needs 

- Utilise informal education (e.g. youth 
clubs) 

- Make travelling to school safer and 
reduce congestion at school gates 

 
HEALTH & SOCIAL 

CARE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Pay all adult care workers a living wage 
- Work with Government to implement the 

Mental Health Strategy 

- Champion self-directed support and 
ensure proper delivery 

- Tackle underfunding to deliver more 
out-of-hospital care  

- Ensure IJBs are accountable 
- Encourage workplaces, councils and 

schools to focus more on mental 
health 

- Pay carers a living wage; get rid of zero-
hours contracts and pay travel 
costs/time  

- Adopt UNISON’s Ethical Care Charter 

- Introduce the Living Wage Plus and 
tackling zero-hours contracts 

- Improve conditions for social care 
workers; create opportunities for 
skill/career development 

- Support social enterprises in provide 
care at home 

- Develop “rapid response” care teams 
- Local support for unpaid carers, 

including income maximisation projects 
- Work to eliminate care charges 
- Minimise children’s caring 

responsibilities  
- Engage with disabled people on 

services 

- Provide support and respite to carers 
- Support voluntary groups in tackling 

loneliness and isolation  
- Support education services in early 

identification of mental health problems 
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HOUSING 

 
 
 
 
 

- Deliver 50,000 affordable homes by 2021, 
including 35,000 for social rent 

- Reduce reliance on temporary 
accommodation and, where it is used, 
consider proximity to local services 

- Ensure development plans consider 
housing needs of older people and those 
with disabilities  

- Mitigate the Bedroom Tax 

- Support the building of 100,000 
homes by the end of the Parliament 

- Bring empty homes back into use and 
call for introduction of Help to 
Rebuild and Home on the Farm 
schemes 

- Reform planning by improving 
consultation processes and limiting 
appeals taken to central government 

- Re-examine the case for limited third 
party right of appeal 

- Explore levying of planning fee 
supplements for faster decision-
making 

- Establish a brownfield land register 
- Develop serviced plots to encourage 

self-build homes 
- New guidance on compulsory sale 

orders and introduce CSO for 
domestic properties 

- Increase energy efficiency budget to 
10% of capital budgets 

- Call for a national housebuilding plan 
and build 45,000 homes for rent by 
councils, housing associations and co-
operatives  

- Utilise rent control zones 

- Bring empty homes back into use and 
support housing cooperatives 

- Support the building of homes for 
social rent and support a “vacant land 
levy” 

- Provide tenants with access to advice 
and legal aid to prevent homelessness 

- Improve temporary accommodation 
standards  

- Push for rent controls 
- Make energy efficiency of existing 

houses a priority  
- Explore options for covering the cost of 

repairs 

- Support the building of more homes for 
social rent 

- Assess whether pension funds can be 
invested in housing 

 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

- Reducing amount of waste sent to landfill 
and increase recycling  

- Introduce the first Low Emission Zone 
- Plant woodland as part of flood 

management plans 
- Pilot energy efficiency schemes 

- Establish a 75% recycling rate by 
2035, with a single system for most 
Scots 

- Create a Rural and Island Waste 
Commission 

- Place a moratorium on new 
incineration plants 

 

- Support the development of waste 
minimisation and increase recycling 

- Zero-waste policy by 2025 
- Improve bin collection, composting and 

recycling  
- Support businesses in reducing 

packaging 
- Improve warden services for fly-tipping 

and dog waste 
- Use the Scottish Materials Brokerage 

Service 
- Introduce deposit return scheme 

“vending machines” 
- Oppose incineration of waste 
- Introduce low-emission zones 
- Manage flooding using natural 

processes 
- Protect wildlife and green spaces 

- More environmental controls in planning 
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ECONOMY & 

BUSINESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Revise procurement strategies to allow 
SMEs to bid and support better workplace 
practices  

- Alleviate impact of business rate 
revaluations if necessary  

- Roll out Local Growth Partnerships 
and Growth Accelerators, to be 
chaired by a business person, and 
provide capital funding 

- Support Business Improvement 
Districts, including allow them to 
apply for Compulsory Purchase 
Orders 

- Create flexible skills and business 
support frameworks 

- Ring-fence Apprenticeship Levy for in-
work training and introduce Lifelong 
Apprenticeships for over 25s 

 - Update procurement procedures to 
encourage purchase of local 
goods/services, promote good 
employment practices and support 
social enterprises 

- Support credit unions  
- Support community buyouts to start 

small businesses  

- Consider partnership priorities with local 
businesses and support local high streets 
and local produce 

- Promote good employment practices 
Support provision of affordable banking, 
expansion of credit unions and advice 
services 

 
INFRASTRUCTURE & 

TRANSPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Improving the condition of roads and 
pavements 

- Empower local authorities to develop 
better bus networks through the 
forthcoming Transport Bill  

- Support active travel, particularly cycling 
Replace inadequate street lighting 

- Refurbish play areas 
- Support the Town Centre First principle 
- Work with bus operators to tackle 

decreasing passenger numbers 

- Support a central Road Maintenance 
Fund 

- Call for an enabling power of bus 
franchises for local authorities 

- Incentivise electric vehicle use 
- Call for extension of concessionary 

travel scheme to community 
transport 

- Work with central government and 
third sector to improve walking/cycle 
paths, including introducing 
segregated cycle routes in cities 

- Road repair 
- Introduce municipal ownership of bus 

services and regulation  
- Invest in active travel 

- Fix existing roads instead of creating 
new ones 

- Explore potential for publicly-owned 
bus companies 

- Invest 10% of transport budget in 
walking and cycling 

- Introduce low-carbon buses and more 
charging points for electric vehicles 

- Extend 30mph speed limits in 
residential areas 

- Support post offices and shops in local 
high streets, rather than chain stores or 
out-of-town developments 

- Improve rural transport 
- Road/pavement repairs 
- Design streetscapes for pedestrian use 
- Switch to electric and duel-fuel public 

vehicles 
- Create more charging points for electric 

vehicles 
 

 
COMMUNITY 

EMPOWERMENT 
 
 
 
 
  

- Devolve at least 1% of budget direct to 
communities 

- Support communities looking to take over 
land/buildings in public ownership for the 
benefit of the community; promote taking 
ownership of neglected land/property 

- Introduce directly elected provosts 
and give councils more power over 
capital spending 

- Encouraging participatory budgeting  
- Support community groups to buy land 

for regeneration, food growing or 
green spaces 

 

- More participatory budgeting  
- Ensure councils publish annual budget 

proposals to allow for scrutiny 
- Support more powers for community 

councils and other such bodies to make 
decisions on public spending   

- Give communities an equal right of 
appeal over planning decisions 

- Ensure councils use plain English to 
explain plans and involve local people 

- Build capacity on community orgs 
- Enhance community councils and area 

committees  
- Allow the public to question council 

leaders, bring public petitions and attend 
regular meetings 

 
TAX 

 
 
 
 

- Work to secure a share of income tax for 
councils 

- Keep council tax as low as possible; 
offer first time buyers discounts  

- Make business rates more responsive 
and simpler; ensure council keep all 
income from business rates 

- Fight for LBTT to be retained locally 

- Allow councils to create a Land Value 
Tax 

- Fight to scrap the council tax 
- Empower councils to set assessed value 

of non-domestic rates  

- Campaign for councils to control council 
tax and business rates 
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EQUALITY & 

TACKLING POVERTY 
 

 

- Deliver equal pay and settling claims asap 
- Welcome refugees/asylum seekers to 

communities 

  - Secure funding for domestic 
abuse/sexual violence services 

- Welcome refugees/asylum seekers and 
signpost services 

 

 
CULTURE & LEISURE 

- Restore, enhance and conserve heritage 
sites 

- Assist in creation of new national 
parks 

- Open school facilities on evenings and 
weekend for community use 

- Provide grants or subsidise access to 
sport facilities for low-income families 

 - Protect libraries 
- Improve sport facilities and make them 

accessible 
- Oppose the sale of “common-good 

assets” 
- Support festivals/community events 

 

 
JUSTICE 

  - Create local police committees to build 
links between police and communities 

- Tackle anti-social behaviour 

- Work with police and communities to 
combat anti-social behaviour 

- Support delivery of community 
sentences 

- Ensure communities can engage with 
Police Scotland to influence local 
priorities 

 
ENERGY 

 - Develop district heating networks - Develop renewable district heating 
networks 

- Develop local fuel partnerships and 
encourage renewable initiatives 

- Have councils act as purchasers or 
generators of energy to secure cheaper 
prices 

 


