
 

 

 

The theme for this month’s newsletter is “Door to History”, all articles are about how to 
research in Fauquier County and the resources available to anyone who wants to know 
more about their house, family, or just cool history in general. 

Research Opportunities in Fauquier 

hether you just bought an old house, your family has lived in Fauquier for 

generations, or you just like seeing old historical documents, Fauquier County has 

two in-person resources open to the public and can be used for discovering various 

documents, wills, and newspaper.  As someone who has an old house, I have used both 

resources and found that with a little bit of knowledge of how they work it is a fast and 

easy way to research and get a lot of information quickly. The Fauquier County 

Courthouse Record Room and the Virginiana Room in the Warrenton Public Library are 

the two sources I will talk about in this article.  

 

The Fauquier Court Records Room 

 

The records room is on the ground floor in the county courthouse located at 29 

Ashby Street.  To enter the records room, you will have to pass through a metal detector 

and leave your phone and any recording device in a locker right through the front 

door.  Once inside you are given a pair of gloves and from there you can dive right into the 

hundreds of records located there.   

 

For properties, the main areas you can look through are the deed books and the 

land tax records.  To start in the deed books, first look at the grantor or grantee index.  The 

grantor index will list by the name of the person selling the property and the grantee index 

will list the name of the person buying the property.  If you own an old house, start the 
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process by working backwards from you to the person you bought from.  As each deed 

gets further back, the names of the owner and seller will give you the unbroken chain you 

need to learn about the property.  When you get into the 19thcentury it becomes trickier 

as the deeds are all handwritten, and addresses were not used.  It is alright to be confused 

by this and I promise with time you can figure out how to read these documents.  

A Useful map of the County Records Room 

 

The land tax books are also useful in finding out about the property as you can 

track changes in the assessed value of the home year to year to learn dates additions might 

have been added to the property.  The land tax records start from 1860. Anything older 

will be on microfilm at the Library of Virginia in Richmond.  The deed books also contain 

information from early in the county plus land transfers.  They will show various records 

from the state. For example, if a person was a constable or held other public office for the 

county in the early 19th century. Transfers of enslaved individuals are also found in deed 

books.  The record room has will books from 1759 to the present.  The will books contain 

the written wills of people and can help in property research as transfer of lands and 

property through generations can be easily tracked. Will books also can contain 

inventories of furniture and personal belongings of an individual, if they were sold and 

who purchased items and the value.  All items in the record books can be photocopied for 

a fee of $0.50 per page and will be available for pickup within a few days. 

 

 



 

 

The Fauquier County Public Library-Warrenton Central Branch 

 

In the Warrenton branch of the Fauquier Library is the Virginiana Room.  This 

room is open by appointment and is strictly a reference area.  Any books there can be 

photocopied but must remain in the 

library.  The library offers deed and will 

abstracts.  These are quick lookups and 

summaries of the deed books in the 

Records Room.  They are all typed and 

allow for a quick reference their location 

in the Record Room.  The Virginiana 

Room has microfilm of Fauquier County 

newspapers starting with the Palladium 

of Liberty in 1820-1822 to Fauquier 

Times from 1987-present.  The librarians 

will also help you research a specific name 

and send you copies of the search through email but searching yourself is more 

exciting.  The Virginiana Room has indices of many old local newspapers.  I have used 

this index to research numerous inhabitants of my own house as I try to learn more about 

their lives and catch a glimpse of Warrenton back in the 1820’s.  There are also numerous 

family genealogies and even online research opportunities through Ancestry.com or 

Fold3, both of which will be covered in future articles of this newsletter.  

 

This is just a brief overview of two huge research opportunities in Fauquier County 

that are open to anyone.  Not only can you find history relevant to you but fun county and 

American history as well.  Stop by, do some digging, and see what new and exciting things 

you might find! 

  

--By Joseph Ficarelli, Member of the Fauquier Historical Society Board of Directors and 

Communications Committee Chair  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Amazing Tools for Online Research 
 

istorians of fifty years ago, who traveled far and wide to read the documents 

needed for their research, might go green with envy if they could see the 

unbelievable scale of research that is accessible to us today while we sit on the 

couch sipping coffee. Primary source documents are available to any person regardless of 

their employment or ability to travel and you can learn your family history without ever 

needing to study genealogy or get a history degree. Here are a few resources you may have 

never heard of that are invaluable for regional, personal and family research. 

 

Chronicling America with the Library of Congress  (Free)   

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/#tab=tab_advanced_search 

  

There are few tools as powerful as this project offered by the National Digital Newspapers 

Program and maintained by the Library of Congress for public use. They compiled 

thousands of newspapers into a database that are searchable by keywords. For example, 

the museum recently conducted a search of this database simply by entering the words 

“Jail” and “Fauquier.” There were 273 hits from this search and while some were duplicate 

articles written in different papers, or in the same paper on different dates, over 100 were 

unique stories involving the jail, many of which we had never heard before. There are 

incredible family history applications to this resource as well. As the self-declared family 

historian, I used Chronicling America to confirm a family story passed down the 

generations about an ancestor who was a railroad engineer killed in a terrible train 

accident by simply typing in “Railroad” and my last name.  

  

Fold3 (7.95 a month) 

 https://www.fold3.com 

  

  Named for the three-times folded American flag presented 

to the family members of military service members killed in 

action, this website is an arm of Ancestry.com and is filled with 

records from all of America's wars. For 7.95 a month, you get 

access to their entire collection, of which their Civil War Service 

Records may be the most prized part. Short of the National 

Archives, this database is the best repository for Civil War Service 

Records. A guest recently came into the museum inquiring about 

an ancestor who fought in a Virginia regiment. He knew the last 

name of the man and the number of the regiment and after going 

to our Fold3 account, we found 15 records of his ancestor’s service 

and he learned for the first time that his ancestor was an 

ordinance wagon driver. In another example, I have gone through the names and 

regiments of 20 men from Warrenton who fought in the United States Colored Troops 

regiments and synthesized narratives of their experiences in the war. The possibilities for 
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military research with this resource are enormous.  

 

Library of Virginia Chancery Cases Index  

(Free) https://www.lva.virginia.gov/chancery/  

 

  In Virginia, Chancery Court cases were cases that could not be easily decided by 

existing laws. Most of these types of cases relied heavily on witness testimony and as a 

result they are fantastic sources for the lives of everyday Virginians from the 1700’s until 

World War I. The Library of Virginia maintains a database with over 274,000 cases and 

11.5 million images that are searchable by the name of the plaintiff, defendant, county, 

date, and other relative descriptors. As an example, last year two volunteers with the 

museum did research on an early 1800’s jailer whose home they now live in and who ran 

the Old Jail until 1822. They uncovered a series of suits against the jailer, named 

Benjamin Lakin, that explained his departure from Fauquier County and eventual 

marriage to a wealthy South Carolinian who paid his debts. By typing in a surname, 

county, and year range, you may discover cases involving your ancestor and get an 

unprecedented look into their lives.  

  

Virginia Memory: Virginia Untold: Unknown No Longer (Free) 

http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/aan/search-the-narrative    

  

  Though there were many cases involving free black and enslaved Virginians in the 

Chancery courts of Virginia, the above Chancery Court Index resource does mainly 

involve wealthier, white men in Virginia. Not so with this online resource, which is also 

housed within the Library of Virginia and is titled “Unknown No Longer: Virginia 

Untold.” According to the website, this database was created in 2011 and makes accessible 
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“biographical details of enslaved Virginians from unpublished historical records” in the 

collections of the Virginia Museum of History & Culture. This is an unprecedented 

resource for researching African American history and the history of slavery in Virginia. 

The database is keyword searchable but one of the most valuable searches you can do is 

simply selecting the county, in our case Fauquier, and browsing the list of sources. All of 

the documents in this database have keyword searchable transcriptions, which makes 

finding references to an ancestor easier and more likely. It was through this resource that 

we at the museum learned the fate of several enslaved men who were jailed here, as their 

public claims cases are in the database as well as a list of all enslaved men and women 

transported to the Virginia Penitentiary. Through those claims’ documents and the 

transportation lists, we were able to learn whether they were executed, imprisoned in 

Richmond, or sold within, or outside, the United States. 

--By Sean Redmiles 

Director of the Fauquier History Museum at the Old Jail 

 

Director’s Corner 

 How Best to Use the Museum for Research 

 

he mission of the Fauquier History Museum at the Old Jail is to bring history to the Fauquier 

Community and one of the most important ways we do that is through people who contact 

our museum requesting help with research on family members or the history of their homes. 

The stories of one's family and home personalize history allowing community members to connect 

with it in a unique way.  

 

As the Director of the Fauquier History Museum, I believe it is my job to ensure that our collections 

and their information are accessible to every member of the public who wants access to them. 

However, when it comes to the types of legal documents such as Deed Records, Wills and Probate 

records that are the backbone of genealogical and property research, we are not the best resource 

in Fauquier County. Locations like The Court Records Room and The Virginiana Room are where 

you can find the vast majority of legal documents necessary for that type of research.  

 

What the museum specializes in is helping to guide you through the process of finding the 

information you need. We have volunteers dedicated to returning your emails, helping you narrow 

down what you are looking for and where the best place to find it is. When you discover a fact 

about your ancestor but do not understand the context, the museum can research that period in 

Fauquier history with you and help you have a better understanding of the story. If you hit a dead 

end and are uncertain of how to proceed, we can help you consider other resources that might yield 

an answer. Our best tool is our understanding of Fauquier History and its resources for historical 

research, so use us! You can contact the museum at info@fauquierhistory.org or call us at 540-

347-5525. And while we offer this assistance free of charge, consider donating to help us continue 

to offer this service to future researchers.  

By Sean Redmiles 

Director of the Fauquier History Museum at the Old Jail 
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Artifact of the Season 

 
 

  Starting this season, we will select on article from our extensive collection and 

feature it in the newsletter and at the museum.  This season we are doing this beautiful 

wedding bonnet of Anne Eustace Blackwell, (widow Hull).  Anne was born in 1761 and 

married Major Joseph Blackwell Jr. on Dec 28, 1784.  Joseph was a Second Lt. 3rd Va 

Regiment during the Revolution.  There is not much known about this artifact at this 

time but is an incredible piece that when viewed brings a sensation of awe.  The bonnet 

is in great condition and a worthy artifact in the collection of Fauquier Historical 

Society.  

By Joseph Ficarelli   
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