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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at determining the teachers’ and learners’ experiences on the use of
comic strips for comprehension skills development as bases for a proposed workshop. The
participants in this study were the eight (8) English teachers from public and private secondary
schools and the sixteen (16) learners who were enrolled under each teacher for School Year
2023-2024 from the District of Sara. It was found out that the teachers viewed comic strips
as supplementary materials to enhance student engagement and interest, facilitate learners’
comprehension and critical thinking, promote creativity and expression, and integrate
curriculum and instruction. On the other hand, learners viewed comic strips as material forms
of enjoyment and promote creativity and expression. The experiences identified by the
teachers in using comic strips in their English classes were; enhance learner engagement,
improve comprehension, and facilitate language acquisition. As for learners, these were
increase class engagement, improve comprehension, and foster a foster a positive learning

environment. A workshop was proposed as a result of the study.
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INTRODUCTION

The ability to interpret and understand written communication is one of the macro
skills that learners should master to create harmony and pleasant relationship not only with
tangible or visible characters but also with impalpable ones. Fluency in reading is a mark of
one who is smart, quick-witted and knowledgeable. It is only fitting that learners of the second
language in the secondary level should exhibit reading fluency skill to prepare them for a more
complex learning experience ahead.

Reading comprehension makes it possible to incorporate information that supports
training procedures and effective management of both personal and academic circumstances.
Reading comprehension in higher education must give students the freedom to guide their
own academic and professional development and foster critical thinking in support of volunteer
work (UNESCO, 2009).

Ersani, et al. (2021) highlight that teaching reading involves the use of various
modalities and materials, including books, magazines, newspapers, audiobooks, and other
recorded resources. Effective teaching and learning processes take into account learners'
preferred modalities, thereby ensuring that instructional strategies align with individual

learning preferences.
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Visual modality is one that is commonly used for learning. The audio-visual tendency,
which causes many students to favor visual and auditory stimuli over written text, is intimately
related to this modality (Ariantini, et al., 2021).

Multimodal texts, such as comic strips, integrate words and images to convey
narratives (Budiman, et al., 2019). Research suggests they offer pedagogical benefits, thus
enhancing language learners' capabilities and fostering positive attitudes (Sharma, et al.,
2020). Oller's (1983) as cited in the study by Auquuilla, et.al., (2019) stated that episode
hypothesis posits that episodically organized texts facilitate better storage and recall.
Specifically, learners benefit from connected sentences with logical structures and narrative
arcs, rather than disjointed phrases. It was emphasized that context alone is insufficient;
rather, texts should exhibit logical coherence and conclusive structures. This implies that
dialogues or texts require more than mere contextualization; they necessitate narrative

frameworks that promote meaningful learning.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
This chapter presents the research method, research design, respondents of the study,
data-gathering procedures, research instruments, and data analyses used in this study. The
purpose of this study was to identify the teachers and learners’ experiences on the use of
comic strips for comprehension skills development as bases for a proposed workshop. This
chapter includes Research Method, Research Design, Participants in the Study, Data-gathering

Procedures, Research Instruments, Validity of the Research Instrument, and Data Analyses.
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Research Method

This study utilized a descriptive research method using in-depth interview that
described and provided interpretation for the teachers and learners’ experiences on the use
of comic strips for comprehension development.

According to Bayat (2007), descriptive research is collecting data that will explain the
situation more completely and will give objectivity to teachers” and learners’ views and
experiences on the use of comic strips for comprehension development skills.

Research Design

This study employed a qualitative design using phenomenological approach which
Creswell (2009) defined as “a research strategy of inquiry in which the researcher identifies
the essence of human experiences about a phenomenon as described by Participants”.

A narrative inquiry is needed to provide in-depth information on teachers’ and learners’
views and experiences on the use of comic strips for comprehension skills development.
Teachers’ and learners’ experiences and views provide perceptions of what they encountered
and, how they apply new learning on the role of learning culture, and the impact of their
interventions in the classroom. These topics are subjective, emotional, and personal. The
blending of these thoughts and feelings provides helpful insight into how comic strips help in
developing the comprehension skills of the learners as well as creating new strategies for

English teachers.
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Participants in the Study

The Participants in this study were the eight (8) English teachers from four (4) public
and private secondary schools and sixteen (16) learners of who were currently enrolled under
each teacher for Schoolyear 2023-2024 in the District of Sara. The primary informants of this
study were purposively chosen according to objectives set at the beginning of the study and
selected on the basis of the following determiners: (1) They are English Teachers of Secondary
schools., (2) They use comic strips in their classes, and (3) learners of each English teacher,
are enrolled for the Schoolyear 2023-2024.

Eight English teachers and sixteen learners completed the in-depth interview from
different secondary schools in the District of Sara.
Sampling Design

The selection of the Participants in this study was based on a strategy called “purposive
selection”. The respondents of the study were eight secondary schools English teachers and
sixteen learners of the District of Sara who were purposively chosen according to the
objectives set at the beginning of the study. The research criteria were: they should be English
teachers of public and private secondary schools in the District of Sara and they were using
comic strips in their classes. For learners, they should be enrolled in the classes of the English
teachers who were selected as Participants in this study.
Research Instrument

This study used an in-depth interview guide prepared by the researcher. Since this is

a structured interview, prepared questions were asked of the Participants. The interview guide
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contained questions to explore the teachers’ and learners’ views and experiences on the use
of comic strips in their English classes.
Validity of the Research Instrument

To maintain the accuracy or truthfulness of the research instrument utilized in this
study, it underwent the process of validity through the help of three experts in the field of
English and research. The instrument was examined for face validity and content validity.

Face validity was conducted to know the likelihood of the questions as, content validity
was conducted to examine the adequacy of the coverage of the topic.

Data-Gathering Procedures

The following procedures were conducted by the researcher for this study. These
procedures adopted the suggested research format in conducting qualitative-
phenomenological studies (Creswell, 2000).

The researcher prepared an in-depth questionnaire guide, then asked permission from
the school principals through a formal letter. After the researcher was permitted, she started
conducting the interview. After the responses were gathered, the researcher organized and
prepared the data for analysis, read through all the data, began detailed analysis with coding
process, used the coding process to generate meanings or themes for analysis, decided how
the themes were represented, and interpreted the data gathered. The researcher wrote a
report of the findings to make the readers understand more clearly the essential structure of

the views and experiences of the Participants.
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Data Analyses

The data gathered were analyzed using the thematic analysis. Emergent themes from
the responses of the Participants were identified and discussed comprehensively using
thematic analysis. According to Creswell (2014), thematic analysis is a systematic process for
coding data in which specific statements are analyzed and categorized into themes that

represent the phenomenon of interest.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

This study aimed at determining the teachers’ and learners’ experiences on the use of
comic strips for comprehension skills development as bases for a proposed workshop on the
preparation of supplementary materials in English for secondary school English teachers and
learners in the District of Sara for Schoolyear 2023-2024.

The Participants in this study were the eight (8) English teachers from four (4) public
and private secondary schools and the sixteen (16) learners of who were enrolled under each
teacher for Schoolyear 2023-2024 from the District of Sara.

This study used an in-depth interview guide prepared by the researcher, that was
subjected to validity test.

The following are the findings of the study:

Teachers view comic strips as a tool to enhance student engagement and interest,

facilitate learners’ comprehension and critical thinking, promote creativity and expression, and
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integrate curriculum and instruction. While learners viewed comic strips as a form of
enjoyment and promote creativity and expression.

The experiences identified on the use of comic strips in their English classes were;
enhance learner engagement, improve comprehension, and facilitate language acquisition. As
for learners, these were: increase class engagement, improve comprehension, and foster
positive learning environment.

Based on the findings, the following insights were drawn:

In the context of 21st-century education, where learners are exposed to diverse forms
of media and information, traditional methods of teaching are increasingly complemented by
more innovative, multimodal approaches. Among these, the use of comic strips has emerged
as a particularly effective pedagogical tool. Comic strips engage students by combining both
visual and textual elements, offering a unique opportunity to develop and enhance
comprehension skills. The visual nature of comic strips aids learners in interpreting meaning
through context clues, symbolism, and non-verbal cues, thus fostering deeper understanding
and critical thinking. This multimodal approach not only strengthens students' ability to
comprehend written language but also promotes active engagement with content in a way
that traditional text-based materials may not.

For English language instruction, comic strips serve as a dynamic tool for improving
language proficiency, enabling students to develop literacy skills in a more engaging and
accessible format. They facilitate a deeper connection with narrative structures, vocabulary

acquisition, and the subtleties of language use, particularly through dialogue and character
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interaction. Furthermore, comic strips allow for the integration of creative pedagogical
strategies that align with the diverse learning preferences of modern students. Teachers can
leverage comic strips to illustrate complex concepts, reinforce grammar and syntax, and
encourage critical analysis through visual storytelling.

Thus, the use of comic strips represents a promising method for enhancing both
student comprehension and teacher effectiveness in the English language classroom. By
fostering an interactive and stimulating learning environment, comic strips not only support
the development of literacy skills but also contribute to the evolution of instructional strategies
in response to the demands of contemporary education. The potential of comic strips to
improve educational outcomes in the English subject warrants further exploration, particularly
in terms of their impact on learner engagement, motivation, and long-term academic
achievement.

The perspectives of both teachers and learners suggest that comic strips can play a
pivotal role in enhancing the educational experience, particularly in terms of improving
students' reading skills and fostering critical thinking. From the standpoint of teachers, comic
strips offer a versatile and engaging tool for reinforcing reading comprehension. By integrating
both visual and textual elements, comic strips encourage students to decode meaning from a
combination of written dialogue, narrative structure, and visual cues, such as facial
expressions, body language, and symbolic imagery. This multimodal approach not only aids

in comprehension but also helps to develop students' ability to infer meaning, recognize
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context, and understand nuances within the text—skills that are essential for reading
proficiency.

Moreover, comic strips offer a unique opportunity to stimulate and cultivate critical
thinking in learners. The visual components of a comic strip often require students to engage
in interpretation, analysis, and evaluation of the information presented. For example, learners
must often discern the relationship between images and text, consider how different elements
of the narrative align or contrast, and predict outcomes based on visual storytelling cues. This
process of engaging with both the cognitive and visual aspects of a text encourages learners
to think more critically about the material, fostering their ability to analyze and synthesize
information in a more sophisticated manner.

For learners, comic strips can provide a more accessible and enjoyable avenue for
developing reading skills, particularly for those who may struggle with traditional text-heavy
resources. The combination of narrative and visual storytelling makes reading more engaging,
especially for younger learners or those with diverse learning needs, as it caters to a wider
range of learning styles. Additionally, the sequential nature of comic strips helps to reinforce
the development of logical thinking, as students must follow a structured sequence of events
and make connections between different parts of the story.

In this context, both teachers and learners recognize the potential of comic strips not
only to improve foundational reading skills but also to nurture higher-order thinking. By
providing a rich and interactive platform for interpretation, analysis, and engagement, comic

strips foster a deeper understanding of language, narrative structure, and critical thought.
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The combination of these benefits suggests that comic strips can be a valuable instructional
tool that aligns with contemporary educational goals, emphasizing the development of both
literacy and critical thinking skills in @ manner that resonates with modern students. Therefore,
it is important to further explore the pedagogical implications of using comic strips in the
classroom, particularly in terms of their effectiveness in promoting literacy and cognitive
development across diverse student populations.

In addition, the interactive and visually stimulating nature of comic strips captures
learners’ attention that allows them to integrate different objects and topics, that enables
them to promote creativity and increase engagement thus leading them to gain more interest
in literary concepts and cultivate more positive attitude towards their learning.

By integrating comic strips into both curriculum and instruction, teachers are provided
more strategies and methods to help them innovate and be resourceful in making their lessons
and class discussions interactive and fun.

Also, through the use of comic strips, learners can become more interactive and
involved in their classes, thus helps them improve their vocabulary and grammar that play a
vital role in their comprehension skills.

Through comic strips, students can now express themselves through sharing how their
creativity and enjoyment during their English classes can create a more enjoyable, fun,

interactive and positive learning environment.
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Using comic strips allows learners to engage in the contents in both visual and linguistic
aspects of learning, thus providing them a well-rounded learning experience and a positive
feeling towards their learning environment.

In terms of experiences in using comic strips with language acquisition, students with
diverse learning styles benefit when comic strips are used in their classes. The combination of
images and texts engages different cognitive processes that reinforce language concepts.

The need to address the views and experiences identified in this study and to
supplement them in enhancing learners’ reading comprehension in their English classes
necessitated the proposal for a Workshop on Preparation for Supplementary Materials for

English.

CONCLUSIONS

In light of the findings and insights arrived at in this study, the following
recommendations are advanced:

Teachers should attend seminars and workshops on instructional planning highlighting
the creation and use of supplementary materials for English classes in the curriculum.
Workshops may provide activities that would encourage the teachers to create and use comic
strips in their English classes.

The curriculum should be reviewed, and curriculum planners may structure it from the

learners’ perspective to level with the learners’ pace and capabilities. The use of comic strips
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must be applied not only in English classes but also in other areas. This would make learning
for students were enjoyable and engaging.

The Department of Education and the school heads should make sure that the needs
of teachers in terms of workshops for instructional materials should be addressed and included
in In-service Training activities.

The teachers must strengthen the integration of supplementary materials not only in
their regular classes, but also in other literacy programs. Through this endeavors, they can
discover and create new strategies and methods in teaching to improve the learners’
comprehension skills.

The proposed workshop on preparation of supplementary materials for English should
be forwarded to the relevant officials for review, polishing and approval so it can be
implemented and cascaded to aid the teachers in their English classes.

This study adds additional insights on the experiences for both learners and teachers
involved in the use of comic strips in their English classes. A full understanding of views and
experiences are critical for educators in helping their lessons more interactive and enjoyable.

For future researchers, further conduct of similar studies in the use of comic strips in

English classes can help educators determine the values of views and experiences in future

curricula.
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