
 
 
 
 

 
 
February 2019 
 
We would like to welcome April-Rose, Bailey, Molly, Noah and Rupert to Thames.  
We look forward to making their time with us full of fun!  
 
Self Registration – Main room 
At the beginning of each session, please can you help your child to find 
their sunshine and place it on the wall next to the tree.  The sunshines  
are in the brown box at the base of the tree. 
 

 

This Term  
The main room children have been focusing on We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and 
have been listening and joining in with the story in English and German.  Leo has 
been helping Paula and Sue with their pronunciation.  We have celebrated the 
wedding of Oscar and Phoebe with all children participating in some way.  The 
wedding was organised by the children who decided to create the wedding cake 
from junk, make tissue flowers for the bouquet and bake cupcakes for the guests.  
The ceremony was captured by Amelia who took photographs of the bride, groom, 
bridesmaids, ring bearer and father of the bride.  The rest of the children watched the 
ceremony, tried to catch the bouquet and threw confetti over the wedding party.  
Great fun!   We will be finishing off the term celebrating Chinese New Year and 
looking at all things icy.   
 
The younger room has been focusing on the storybook Rabbit’s Nap by Julia 
Donaldson.  They have baked rabbit-shaped biscuits, created animal masks and 
used St Sampson’s School hall to practise hopping and jumping.  They have enjoyed 
making sounds with musical instruments and pretending to be “sleeping bunnies”.  
          
Snack 
Although we do not make a charge for the snacks at Thames, we hope parents can 
make a voluntary contribution to help towards the cost of the snacks we offer.  The 
parent contributions also pay for us to offer cooking and baking activities throughout 
the year.  Please pay whatever you can, whenever you can.   
 
Our suggested contributions are: 
  £1.50 per month if your child attends under 15 hours per week 
  £2.50 per month for 15 hours per week 
  £5.00 per month for 30 hours per week 
 
Donation boxes are situated by the sign-in registers.  
 
WOW Board 
We would like you to encourage your children to explore, take risks, solve problems 
and make decisions at home.  It can be as simple as helping to tidy up or deciding 
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what they are going to wear or achieving something for the first time eg. sleeping 
through the night or swimming with or without armbands.  Whatever it is, we would 
love to celebrate it at circle time!     
 
Ask a member of staff for a WOW to write down your child’s achievement.  
 
Hats and Gloves 
Can we remind parents/carers to provide their child with a pair of gloves and a hat 
now that the weather is colder.  Please put these in their drawer and let a staff 
member or your child know.  Please can you also ensure that your child is wearing a 
warm layer, such as a hoodie, sweatshirt or cardigan so that even if they remove it 
indoors, they can put it on underneath their coat for outside play. 
 
What have we been doing today? 
We have added a whiteboard on the left-hand wall of the lobby on which we will write 
a brief outline of the children’s daily activities.  It may consist of an “ask me about” 
question for you to use to prompt discussions about their day at Thames. 
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Parent/Carer Partnership 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Aspect 1:  Environmental Sounds 
This aspect develops a child’s listening and awareness of sounds within the 
environment.   The Forest School children have been on a sound hunt and have 
been creating sounds with sticks.  Others have been playing a game of Describe and 
Find It with a set of objects eg. different kinds of vehicles.  An adult or a child 
describes one of them without saying its object name eg. this vehicle goes on the 
water and may have a sail.  The rest of the group has to guess which vehicle it is. 
  
Activity at Home 
Why not play Describe and Find It with a set of different objects eg. farm animals or 
zoo animals.  
Why not try a listening walk together and encourage your child to stop and listen for 
sounds. 
 
Making Bird Kebabs 
As the weather was cold last week, the children in the main room made kebabs for 
the birds and hung them on our trees in the garden.  We chatted about how it was 
difficult for the birds to dig up worms when the ground was hard and how we could 
help. 
 
They were easy to make and the children enjoyed putting their threading skills to the 
test.  We also looked at patterns and sequencing as we threaded different foods onto 
the wire. 
 
You will need: 
Floral wire 
String 
Kebab food such as apple, bread, raisins and hard cheese 

Letter and Sounds is a national strategy 
aimed at promoting a child’s speaking and 
listening skills, phonological awareness and 
oral blending through activities.   
At pre-school we focus on Phase One which 
consists of 7 different aspects.  Each aspect 
is divided into 3 strands and develops a 
child’s ability to:  
• Listen and tune into sounds  
• Talk about sounds  
• Listen and remember sounds  
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The Flick or Flip Trick – How to Put on Your Coat 
When a child finds it tricky to put on their waterproof coat independently, we have a 
“trick” which we show them.  Many of the children are now using this method 
1. Place the coat on the floor with the inside facing up. 

2. Stand facing the coat with your feet at the top (at the hood or collar). 

3. Bend down and slip your arms into the sleeves. 

4. Flip the coat over your head as you stand up. 
 
You could try this at home too. 
 
Tapestry – online learning journal 
We would like to thank all parents who have activated their child’s learning journal 
accounts since we went live.  We hope you are enjoying reading the observations 
made on your child’s development.  We are also delighted to see some of you have 
been adding comments to our observations and even adding your own photographs 
and observations from home.  Your observations allow us to gain a greater 
understanding of your child’s interests as well as the achievements they are making 
at home. 
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If you have not activated your account or would like more information regarding 
adding your own observations, please speak to Paula.   
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Thames Pre-school Staff  
 
 
Important Dates 
Fundraising Cake Sale Thursday 14th February at 3 pm 
End of term 3 Friday 15th February at 3 pm 
Start of term 4 Monday 25th February 
World Book Day Thursday 7th March 
Red Nose Day Friday 15th March 
 


