
JANUARY 2022

Orchard Lake Schools
SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary  @  St. Mary’s Preparatory  @  North American Institute of Polish Culture & Research

CAMPUS COMMUNICATOR
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” 

– Matthew 7:7

Welcome to the new year!

Coming off a year-end full of good wishes and the Christmas celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, we can’t 
help but reflect on 2021 and all that it brought us. We are thankful for the many blessings within our Orchard 
Lake Schools campus community near and far. This year, let us remember our faith, keep our hearts open to the 
power of prayer, and share optimism.

Whether you make New Year’s resolutions, set goals and objectives, or mark upcoming moments in your 2022 
calendar, have faith in and optimism for the outcomes of your mission and vision.  Our founder, Fr. Józef 
Dąbrowski, realized the power of his and 136 years later, we remain faithful and optimistic that we will carry on 
this tradition of educating young people to become future world leaders.

The year 2021 marked many significant milestones and the return of some in-person traditions here at the 
Orchard Lake Schools, including:

• Groundbreaking of the new Prep Classroom Building
• Class of 2021 Commencements (SSCMS & OLSM)
• Dedication of the Clarence & Lillian Constantakis Prep Classroom Building
• Suspension of the SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary closure
• Polish Mission transition to new North American Institute of Polish Culture & Research
• Advent by Candlelight
• SSCMS Wigilia Mass & Dinner
• OLSM Band Concert

Again, let us remember our faith, keep our hearts open to the power of prayer, and share optimism as we 
embrace kindness, love, peace, and joy in 2022.  Join us at Mass, experience the returning tradition of Polish 
1st Sundays, and share in the history of the Orchard Lake Schools through our events. Come walk with us as so 
many generations have done before us.  

The Orchard Lake Schools

Join us Sunday, January 6, 2022, for the Solemnity of the Epiphany 
on the 12th Day of Christmas when we come together to remember 
the Three Kings who followed the star to baby Jesus.
(see Mass Schedule on last page)



OLS UPDATE



ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
December 8, 2021
This special night sponsored by The Mary Project brought women together at Mass 
and the festive Dining Hall tables to gather in friendship and usher in the Christmas 
season.

SEMINARY WIGILIA MASS & DINNER
December 10, 2021

In Polish, Wigilia means to keep watch or keep vigil, which is 
what SSCMS faculty and seminarians did when this special time 
returned to campus last month.  At the meal, it is tradition to 
serve 12 dishes to represent the 12 apostles. The main course is 
fish, and it is complimented by Polish favorites including pierogi.  
Typically, families who celebrate this Polish tradition formally 
observe it on Christmas Eve. For a list of the other dishes, visit: 
https://culture.pl/en/article/the-12-dishes-of-polish-christmas

https://culture.pl/en/article/the-12-dishes-of-polish-christmas


PREP NEWS

▶

▶

▶

▶

The St. Mary’s Prep Band took the giving season to new heights Friday, 
December 10 in the banquet room of the St. Mary’s Athletic Complex 
(SMAC).  The Christmas Concert showcased both group and solo 
performances, including unique ukulele sounds using chords learned in the 
Music Technology class, especially those used to play “Mistletoe” by Justin 
Bieber.  In lieu of admission fees, performers wished to support the Sr. Judie 
Outreach Food Drive by asking for donations to be dropped off at the event.

A huge thank you to the school for providing 
Ms. Dlugosielski the materials to build ukulele 

racks and maintenance for coming in to properly 
secure them to the wall. This will help prevent 

any damage to the instruments, and make access 
quick and easy. 

Christmas tradition at Orchard Lake St. Mary’s includes 
our freshman, sophomore, junior and senior classes 
each adopting a family in need. Students, their families, 

and others in the community 
participate in this giving spirit 
by donating items from each 
family’s wish list and often include 
additional monetary donations to 
help make Christmas spirits bright. 

Congratulations to OLSM senior and football 
tight end, DC Temple, who signed his National 

Letter of Intent on Signing Day to play for 
Central Michigan University!



▶

▶

▶

▶

The OLSM/Ford Motor Company partnership continues! Our Girls 
Division freshman and their parents attended a presentation on careers 

in engineering by Kristina Karschnia and Catherine Heim.

Alumni gathered in the 
banquet room at the SMAC 

on Friday, November 26, 
2021, for the OLSM Class of 

2011 reunion.  Go Eaglets!

          ALUMNI NEWS

2nd Lt. Tyler Cochran (P’16) receives his first salute on November 27, 2021, 
by OLSM parent Chief John Dean.  Thanks to both men for their service! It 
all took place at the Big House in Ann Arbor before U of M defeated Ohio 
State. 

Make your reservation for the St. Mary’s Preparatory Annual 
Alumni Scholarship Award Dinner to be held on Thursday, 
February 24, 2022, at the Detroit Athletic Club. Tickets are 
$150 per person and can be reserved with the link below or 
by contacting Don Buchanan, Director of Alumni Relations, 
at 248-639-9699.

Tickets can be reserved on Eventbrite at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-marys-preparatory-scholarship-
dinner-tickets-221605537127 

▶

The OLSM Girls Division Class of 2024 collected toy donations to provide 
some local kindergarteners at Peace Academy in Pontiac with some 

Christmas joy.  The girls packaged the items in shoe 
boxes, wrapped them in the spirit of the season, and 
delivered them to their adopted classroom to help 
light up some kindergarten lives.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-marys-preparatory-scholarship-dinner-tickets-221605537127
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-marys-preparatory-scholarship-dinner-tickets-221605537127


NORTH AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF POLISH CULTURE & 
RESEARCH TO LAUNCH AT ORCHARD LAKE
Happy New Year 2022! The Polish Mission has exciting news to report regarding several new projects and 
programs it has been undertaking. First, we wish to inform you that the Polish Mission will be operating under 
a new name – the “North American Institute of Polish Culture & Research”. We believe the new name better 
reflects our focus and mission, which is to promote Polish culture, history, language and research as an integral 
part of the Orchard Lake Schools. Accordingly, our new name better reflects our purpose and goals. 

As you may know, the Polish Institute hosts a vast collection of Polish artwork, the largest such collection in 
North America! Our art collection consists of more than 1,000 pieces of original Polish paintings and etchings, 

including Zofia Stryjeńska’s (1891-
1976) ,, Poklon Pasterzy” featured to the 
left (see picture).

This art, as well as some of the valuable 
Polish archives in our collection, will 
soon be displayed in a renovated Galeria 
on campus. As you may recall, the 
Galeria has hosted art exhibitions and 
other events in the past. Currently, the 
Galeria is being renovated and soon will 
be a first-class exhibition hall, which 
not only will exhibit our Polish art 
and archives but will also serve as the 
venue for other Polish cultural events 
and occasions.  The renovations to the 
Galeria are expected to be completed by 
May, after which we plan an unveiling 
and opening.  

We are happy that Mrs. Ania 
Bieciuk has joined our staff as the 
Administrator for Polonia Affairs. 
She has proved to be a great asset 
in moving projects along and 
maintaining contacts with Poland 
and Polonia. Thanks to her efforts, we 
soon will have expanded our social 
media and website presence. She has 
also coordinated and revitalized the 
“Polish Sundays” on campus, which 
occurs on the first Sunday of each 
month. This consists of Holy Mass, 
followed by a luncheon and special 
event of Polish interest. We hope you 
will join us January 9, 2022 at 1:00 
pm!  



Upcoming Event Highlights 
January 2022

     1  Happy New Year

     2  Feast of Epiphany

     3  Classes Resume (OLSM & SSCMS)

     4  Girls Basketball vs. Austin Catholic

      6  Bowling vs. Brother Rice

      8  Bowling vs. U of D Jesuit

      9  Polish First Sunday Mass @ 1:00 PM

     11  Girls Basketball vs. Univ. Liggett @ 7:00 PM
       Boys Hockey vs. Brother Rice @ 7:30 PM
       Ski Team vs. Br. Rice/Marian/Walled Lake 
       Central (Slalom) @ 4:00 PM 
       Bowling vs. De La Salle 

    12  Ski Team vs. Brother Rice/Marian/Walled
       Lake Central (Giant Slalom) @ 4:00 PM 

    14  Boys Basketball vs. Brother Rice @ 7:00 PM 
       Bowling vs. Divine Child

    15  Boys Hockey vs. Grosse Point S @ 7:30 PM 
       Bowling @ Oakland County Championships 

     17  Martin Luther King Day (No School)

     18  Boys Basketball vs. Catholic Central @ 7:00 PM
       Ski Team vs. Novi/Walled Lake Western/
       W. Bloomfield (Giant Slalom) @ 4:00 PM 
       Bowling vs. U of D Jesuit 

     21  Boys Hockey vs. Catholic Central @ 7:30 PM

     24  Bowling vs. Brother Rice

     25  Girls Basketball vs. Cristo Rey
       Ski Team vs. Lakeland/Milford (Slalom) @ 4:00 PM 

     26  Ski Team vs. Lakeland/Milford (Giant Slalom)  
       @ 4:00 PM

     27  Bowling vs. Catholic Central

     28  Boys Basketball vs. De La Salle @ 7:00 PM

“We never give more honor to Jesus than 
when we honor his Mother.”

St. Louis DeMontfort

The Mary Project would like to thank
Harrison Ogochukwu,  The OLSM Class of 2021 

graduate has helped at Our Grotto for four years. He is a 
wonderful, dependable worker. He will be greatly missed.

Harrison will be attending Michigan State University.
He is going to do amazing things.

May God continue to bless Harrison and all of us.
—Maureen Gross, The Mary Project—

The Mary Project is dedicated to the 
beautification of the Marian Grotto of 

Our Lady of Lourdes at Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s.  The Mary Project is a registered 

501(c)(3) and all donations are tax 
exempt.



JANUARY 2022
MASS SCHEDULE

JANUARY 1 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. TBD • Latin • St. JPII Shrine 
 ӹ 11:00 am   Fr. Zablocki • English • St. JPII Shrine 

JANUARY 2 
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. TBD • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. TBD • Latin • St. JPII Shrine 
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. TBD • English • St. JPII Shrine

JANUARY 9
 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. Zablocki • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. TBD • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 1:00 pm  Fr. Kowal • Polish* • St. JPII Shrine

JANUARY 16  

 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. Kowal • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. TBD • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine

JANUARY 23  

 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. Kowal • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. Iwanczuk • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine 

JANUARY 31  

 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. Kowal • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am  Msgr. Browne • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine  

* Feed for the Live stream of the Polish Masses is below:
https://www.facebook.com/olsnews

 

When you can’t be with us for Mass, watch our 9:00 AM Polish Mass 
via Facebook live stream or on our YouTube Channel,

or listen to Polish Varieties Radio at 9:00 AM on WNZK 680/690 AM Detroit.

Looking for impactful campus dedication/naming opportunities that leave 
a lasting campus impression for generations to enjoy?

Contact: Chris Czarnik  (248) 392-9267  cczarnik@orchardlakeschools.com


