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 DIVING WITH  
THE TURTLES

Deeply wonderful times   
on a Great Barrier Reef 
private island getaway

’M STANDING in the Temple of 
Luxor, struggling to take in its sheer 
scale. I’ve seen numerous images 
and television documentaries but 
nothing has quite prepared me for 
the temple’s sprawling grand 

colonnades and pylons. 
As we walk past sky-scraping columns 

our guide points out images of ancient  
but still vivid Egyptian life etched into   
the walls. 

I’m on a seven-night Nile cruise from 
Luxor to Aswan, taking in the major sights 
of this ancient world including the mighty 
temples at both Karnak and Luxor and 
the still vibrant colours of the wall 
paintings in the Valley of the Kings. 

Sightseeing takes place in the (slightly) 
cooler mornings and evenings, so I spend 
my afternoons basking in the sun on the 
top deck of the 60-cabin Royal Viking  
river boat. 

When I go for a dip in the on-deck pool 
the crew rearrange the towels on my 
sunlounger and bring regular 
refreshments. Tea and cakes arrive at       
4 o’clock. Not that I need more food after 
lavish buffet breakfasts, lunches and 
dinners featuring local specialities such 
as falafel, delicious houmous and, of 
course, the sweetest dates. 

The boat moors for two days in Luxor. 
We explore Luxor and Karnak, a temple 
complex fi lled with sphinxes, statues and 
obelisks (this is where London’s 
Cleopatra’s Needle came from), soaring 
columns and intricately carved 
hieroglyphics telling tales of the gods      
or glorifying great kings. 

This is the point where our guide  
comes into his own, explaining not only 
how these extraordinary buildings were 
created but also painting a vivid picture   
of everyday life in Ancient Egypt. 
Alongside the friezes that celebrate the 
many battles won by the pharaohs, one 
entire wall is devoted to the great     
annual festival held to ensure the fl ooding 
of the Nile.

The Statues of Amun-Ra (the sun god), 

Mut (goddess of war) and Khonsu (the 
moon god) were sailed down the river to 
Karnak. The pharaoh and his family went, 
too, accompanied by priests, musicians 
and dancers.

At night we take in the magical Son et 
Lumière show at Karnak. Seated before 
the sacred lake, we are plunged into 
complete darkness and then the music, 
lights and stories begin, highlighting each 
part of the temple as it tells its tales of 
pharaohs descended from the gods, war 
and love stories, and the construction 
of the two square kilometre home of 
the gods. 

Amazingly, there is still more to be 
revealed, with the Avenue of Sphinxes     
(a staggering 1,350 of the stone mythical 
creatures), which joins Luxor and Karnak 
temples, being gradually uncovered after 
more than two millennia below ground. 

Y SECOND day in Luxor 
is spent at the Valleys of 
the Kings and Queens, the 
Temple of Hatshepsut and 
the Colossi of Memnon. 
This is where pharaohs 

were buried, with their tombs hidden to 
protect them from grave-robbers. 

In spite of this most were looted and 
Tutankhamun was almost alone in still 
having his burial goods with him when his 
tomb was famously opened by Howard 
Carter in 1922. 

The treasures are now in the Cairo 
Museum, so I was surprised to discover 
that the mummifi ed body has been 
returned to its tomb.

The next day we set sail and drift slowly 
down the Nile, past farmers leading their 
laden donkeys or fi shermen sitting as still 
as herons waiting for a catch. It’s an 
unfolding panorama of a timeless way of 
life and I could easily be looking at a scene 
from Biblical times, although one thing 
has changed. 

As well as having to run the gauntlet 

WONDROUS: 
Visitors are 
often taken 
aback when 
they visit the 
towering 
magnifi cence  
of the 
temples at 
Luxor, above, 
and Karnak. 
But there’s 
time to relax 
with a trip on 
a traditional 
felucca on
the Nile
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A fascinating river boat cruise in Egypt is an ideal way to 
discover ancient wonders of the world, says ANNA SELBY

NO ‘EXTRAS’!
THE PRICE YOU SEE IS
THE PRICE YOU PAY!!!!

Booking Hotline 01983721111 spanishgetaways.co.uk

✓ Return flights to Barcelona
✓ Airport transfers in Spain
✓ TOP ★★★★Hotel Florida Park
✓ 5 nights delicious half board
✓ Excellent ensuite rooms
✓ All rooms with balcony & TV
✓ Superb Gala Dinner

on Christmas Eve with
Champagne and wine

£599NOW
only

only if booked by Friday 26th Sept

SAVE £200!

FLY FROM Gatwick, Stansted, Heathrow,
Liverpool, Newcastle, Luton, Dublin,

Manchester, Leeds/Bradford, Edinburgh,
Southend, Birmingham, Bristol

Price is per person based on 2 sharing. Limited Single Rooms - £25 per night

Depart 23 December

Christmas
inSpain

WAS £799

5 nights of
★★★★ luxury

✓ Special Christmas Day Lunch
with Champagne and wine
and “all the trimmings”

✓ Full festive entertainment
✓ Free guided Barcelona Tour
✓ Free guided Montserrat Tour
✓ Free guided Costa Brava

and Catalan Heartland Tour
✓ Free Booking Fee (norm £14pp)
✓ Free Airport Tax (norm £37pp)

COSTA BRAVA

★★★★Food & Service★★★★Rooms & Facilities

★★★★Hotel Florida Park


