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Northern Lights, a surreal blaze 
of blues and greens illuminating 
the sky. 

Each night I meet up with 
my fellow passengers in the 
bar for a debrief on the day’s 
highlights before a fi ve-course 
à la carte meal in the elegant 
dining room. The chef makes 
the most of local produce with 
lots of fresh fi sh and has been 
known to fl ag down passing
fi shing boats. 

There’s no organised 
entertainment. The atmosphere 
is more akin to a private yacht 
or a country hotel, where you 
can learn about the wonders 
of nature in the company of 
like-minded people. 

On the fi rst morning out of 
Reykjavik I wake to fi nd we’ve 
docked in the small fi shing 
village of Grundarfjordur, 
crouching beneath a massive 
peak. There’s a narrow stretch 
of grassy lowland illuminated 
by the pale northern sun with 
a backdrop of dark mountains 
topped with snow – in August. 

Wooden houses, all brightly 
painted in different colours, 
line the shore. It’s eerily quiet. 
A cat takes a nap in the road 
as if to make the point. The air 
is clean and crisp. 

Being on such a small ship 
also means we can reach 
places bigger liners can’t, such 
as the island of Vigor, home to 

Head north to a mystical land 
where life hasn’t changed in 
centuries, says ANNA SELBY

NORTHERN SIGHTS: Clockwise from above: 
Iceland’s pretty capital Reykjavik; a dramatic  
exploding geyser; Anna heading out to see the 
humpbacks; and the comfortable Caledonian Sky

SPARKLING: The stunning lagoon of Jokulsarlon is fi lled with sparkling ice

Iceland’s warm welcome

WE’RE just about to leave 
Eyjafjordur near the north coast 
city of Akureyri – arguably the 
most beautiful fjord in Iceland – 
when an announcement is 
made over the tannoy: 
“humpbacks ahead”. 

We quickly board four Zodiac 
dinghies and speed across to 
where the whales were spotted. 
We sit and wait. Suddenly fi ve 
humpbacks breach the surface 
spouting water. They fl ip their 
magnifi cent tails before 
disappearing again. 

For the next hour we sit 
enthralled as they play around 
the boats. When they fi nally 
decide to leave a rainbow 
breaks out over the fjord.

Our encounter with these 
gentle giants was one of many 
highlights of a 12-night cruise 
around the coast of Iceland on 
board Noble Caledonia’s newly 
acquired Caledonian Sky. 

Our cruise begins and ends 
in the capital Reykjavik, very 
much a 21st-century city, 
sophisticated and European. 

Where we were heading 
though was another Iceland, 
one where life hasn’t changed 
signifi cantly in centuries. We 
discover an astonishing array 
of wildlife along with a bleak, 
volcanic landscape of lava 
fi elds, pools of bubbling mud, 
shooting geysers and volcanos.

There’s a cosy feel to our 
114-passenger ship. My 
wood-panelled en suite cabin 
has fl oor-to-ceiling sliding doors 
leading on to the balcony. Every 
night I leave my curtains open 
to be woken at 2am by the 

just one family and a huge 
colony of Arctic terns, eiders 
and puffi ns. The down from the 
eiders’ nests is worth £800 
a kilo and the birds live in a 
customised stone wall built in 
the 19th century, a sort of 
apartment block for ducks. 

We walk around the island 
carrying fl ags to ward off any 
dive bombing from territorial 
terns and enjoy a farmhouse 
tea in the 19th-century 
wooden house. 

One day we travel inland to 
Namarskand where steam rises 
from the ground and the air is 
fi lled with the smell of sulphur. 

We drive past black lava 
fi elds and 100C geothermal 
lakes to grey mud pools, 
bubbling and splashing in a 
lunar landscape dotted with 
volcanic cones. 

The earth hisses, rumbles, 
groans. Our planet at its most 
primitive, explosive and violent.

We also take an amphibious 
vehicle into the massive lagoon 
of Jokulsarlon at the foot of 
Vatnajokull, Europe’s largest 
glacier. It is fi lled with icebergs 
that range from crystal clear to 
blue to milky white, sculpted 
into extraordinary shapes. 

They sparkle in the sunlight 
and we taste a piece of the 
1,000-year-old ice. 

Where the lagoon meets the 
ocean the icebergs drift slowly 
out and seals play in the fl oe. 

It’s one more highlight of my 
cruise around this fascinating, 
constantly changing landscape.

THE KNOWLEDGE 
Noble Caledonia (0207 752 
0000/noble-caledonia.co.uk) 
offers a 12-night Epic Iceland 
cruise from £4,395pp (two 
sharing), all-inclusive. Price 
includes return fl ights to 
Reykjavik, transfers and 
excursions. For departures 
in June 2014.

ABTA No. Y0291

Grand Danube 4 star
River cruise
Escorted Fly-Cruise
Quote: DC-DEXP

Join us for a majestic cruise on the famous Blue
Danube. With a tremendous variety of scenery,
historic cities, romantic towns, superb
architecture and cultural jewels, Europe’s
second longest river offers an incomparable
river cruising experience. Ports of call include
magnificent Vienna and Budapest, with
overnight stops at each.

Price includes: Escorted throughout abroad
• Return flights to Munich with luggage from a
choice of UK airports - supplement may apply
• Overnight hotel B&B in Germany • 7 night full
board cruise on the MS Serenity sharing a
standard, en suite, outside twin bed cabin -
upgrades available • Entertainment • Transfers
Munich-Passau-Munich

Call 01895 83 33 33
More great offers at www.gnvoyages.co.uk/express

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • E: express@gnvoyages.co.uk

GN Voyages

Menton Lemon Festival,
Nice Carnival & Monaco
Escorted Holiday by Rail
25 February, 2014 - Quote: DF2-DEXP

This super holiday taking in the French Riviera’s
premiere Carnivals, starts with a glass of
bubbly at St Pancras before taking an
afternoon Eurostar to Paris (from Ebbsfleet on
request). After an overnight stay we continue
by TGV train to Nice and Diano Marina. On the
Riviera enjoy Free Drinks every night, visits to
Menton Lemon Festival, Nice carnival, Monaco
and Cervo.

Price Includes: Escorted throughout
• Champagne Check-in at London St Pancras
• Return rail travel London St Pancras (from
Ebbsfleet on request) to Nice • 1 night hotel B&B in
Paris • 6 nights in Diano Marina with buffet
breakfasts and dinners and free drinks 6pm to
11pm every night - local beer, wine & spirits
• Excursions as stated • Transfers abroad

Departures on: 6 & 27 July, 17 Aug, 5 Oct, 2014

9 DAYS
FROM

£1099pp

Optional
luggage
handling

8 DAYS
HALF BOARD

PLUS

£849pp

Free
Drinks
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