Hands of Hope News October 2020
Thank you

for supporting us
for reading this newsletter
for encouraging us with messages
for all the things you do that makes this work possible

Thank you
for your support and prayers over the past months. Chris and Ruth have
had the privilege of being in Romania and seen first-hand the difference
that your help makes.
2020 has certainly been a different sort of year and many plans had to be
changed due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Chris and Ruth flew back to
Romania at the end of July and had planned to stay until the end of
October but as the Covid situation started to worsen across Europe, they
drove back at the beginning of October and are now in two weeks'
isolation.

Family News
Our days were quite different from previous times;
no close contact with the families, none of the hugs
with friends or visits into homes. We did manage to
visit our friends in Dumeni where we were able to
distribute clothing and food. As a Christian
organisation it was a privilege to have a time of
prayer with the families outside their homes.

Community Centre
Over the summer, the community room was used for small, group-teaching. Each child had to
wash their hands and have their temperature taken before they entered. They and our staff wore
masks as they worked. It was such a huge difference from last summer when we had the summer
bible week and 40 children and 20 helpers in the building.

Schools
Schools in Romania had been
closed from March 10th and the
new school year started on
September 14th. Unfortunately,
the rate of Covid infections in
Dorohoi has now meant they are
closed again for two weeks.
There is some attempt to provide
online classes, but resources are
slim and many family situations
make it almost impossible for
parents to cope. We help where
we can but it is a difficult task.

Agriculture
We were able to make good progress with the
tree-planting project; the ground cover has been sown
and we managed to get share a percentage of the profits
from the grass and clover which was sold to a local
farmer. This helped to recover some of the extra costs we
incurred this year. Trees here need to be planted either in
spring as the ground thaws or else in the autumn. We
experienced a long, hot spell just prior to leaving
Romania which has meant we have to wait for next
Spring.
Our orchards, planted 10
years ago have again
been
fruitful
and
provided a good harvest
of apples which were
picked and sorted before
we left. Earlier in the year
the plum trees also
provided a harvest. This
fruit was added to
potatoes, onions and
watermelons supplied by
a partner charity called
Mathews House.

Nutrition
Over the winter months we are thankful that we can
help families by distributing food parcels and
vitamins. This help is even more important in the
current climate.

Donations
Regular monthly donations are particularly welcome as it helps us budget for the year ahead.
Your generous donations keep the wheels turning in Romania and make a very real
difference to peoples lives.
Bank details if you wish to set up a standing order or make a BACS payment are:
Hands of Hope
Account no: 12629251 Sort Code: 55 91 00
Cheques can be sent to “Hands of Hope”,
c/o C & R Baker, 14 Hawarden Avenue, Douglas, Isle of Man IM1 4BS or
donations can be made via the
Pay Pal link on our web site

www.handsofhope.org.im

