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at
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What this Meeting is About

 Introducing our innovative idea for expanding Purchase College,

 Describing the benefits that the Senior Learning Community will 
provide to all Purchase College Students,

 It’s the first of a series of sessions for community members (ours, 
our neighbors) for the purpose of gathering input. Of particular 
importance is input on the environmental impact of the project. 



Our Innovative Idea:
EXTENDING The Purchase College Brand
 The Purchase College community is evolving. This is the next 

chapter.

 Purchase College is a resource for personal enrichment and 
intellectual growth for everyone.

 Our new residents will be joining a community of students, faculty 
and friends where open-minded engagement with the creative 
process yields a lifetime of intellectual growth and opportunity.



The Senior Learning Community
At Purchase: the Benefits

For Students:

 Scholarship funds

 Audiences and Venues for Performance

 Studio and study space

 Jobs and mentorships

 Opportunities for tutoring and research

 New academic programs



The Senior Learning Community
At Purchase: the Benefits

For Faculty:

 Resources for  hiring, research, study and engagement

 Opportunities for teaching and developing new courses



The Senior Learning Community
At Purchase: the Benefits

For Residents
 Life in the vibrant, creative Purchase College community of students 

and faculty
 Unlimited Access to student performances, the Neuberger Museum 

of Art and the Performing Arts Center
 Classes with world renowned faculty
 On site, state of the art studio, performance and study spaces
 Health and wellness facilities
 Tutoring, research and mentorship opportunities
 Open space for passive and active recreation



The Lead Agency Committee

 Co-Chairs:
 Ernie Palmieri, Vice President of Student Affairs

 Dennis Craig, Vice President of Enrollment Management and Integrated Marketing

 Other Members:
 Patrick Savolskis, Executive Director, Purchase College Association

 Catherine Brod, Vice President, Institutional Advancement

 Ryan Taylor, Associate Professor of Environmental Studies

 Steve Dorso, Interim Director Of Facilities Management

 Technical Advisor:
 Sean Connolly, Associate Director of Capital Facilities Planning



PURCHASE COLLEGE: Lead Agency
 The College has designated itself as Lead Agency for the project

 Function:  To manage the review and acceptance of the required 
Draft and Final Environmental Impact Statements to be prepared 
and submitted in accordance with the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQRA)

 Will conduct information meetings and sessions with campus 
community and public.



Goal of Meeting: Your feedback

• Stenographer is present at this meeting to record comments

• Time for comments at the end of the presentation

• Comment/suggestion cards are available

• Comments also may be sent to: 
Seniorlearningcommunity@purchase.edu

mailto:Seniorlearningcommunity@purchase.edu


Overview of Project

 Purchase College Advancement Corporation (PCAC) has been formed as a 
not-for-profit corporation to develop, own and operate the community

 PCAC is a self perpetuating not-for-profit corporation with an 
independent board of directors comprised of senior Purchase College 
staff and members of the greater community with expertise related to 
the development 

 Project will be funded with tax-exempt bonds issued through the 
Westchester County Local Development Corporation with PCAC as the 
Obligor of the bonds

 Residents will pay a refundable entrance fee and monthly service fees

 75% of the net proceeds of the project will be used to fund additional 
student scholarships and 25% will fund additional faculty support



Overview of Project

 There will be a mix of housing types appealing to seniors with a broad 
range of means and preferences

 Extensive market studies have been performed to confirm market 
demand and preferences

 A maximum of 385 housing units to be constructed on 40 acres of land 
(south of the administration building and bounded by Brigid Flanigan 
Drive and Lincoln Avenue) as authorized by the State legislation

 20% of the units will be made available and affordable for low and 
moderate income seniors

 Some assisted living and memory care will be offered for seniors whose 
needs may change



Overview of Project

 Initial phase of the project will include a mix of 220 homes in apartments 
within four story buildings and low-rise single and multi-family 
residences with integrated garage parking

 Initial phase also includes approximately 60,000 square feet of amenity 
space include dining and entertainment venues, wellness and fitness 
facilities, and classrooms, maker spaces, performance spaces and social 
gathering spaces within a dedicated “Learning Commons” area

 The unlicensed landfill in the central portion of the site will be properly 
remediated with oversight by the NY Department of Environmental 
Conservation and will become a landscaped amenity



Environmental Initiatives and Benefits
 Remediation of the unlicensed Landfill

 80 acres of the campus to be set aside as “Forever Wild”

 Project will be built to LEED Silver standards, or better

 State-of-the-art Stormwater and Water Quality Management facilities

 Design team is investigating the use of active and passive solar, as well as 
green roofs and green walls where feasible

 Current Purchase College conservation and sustainability efforts such as 
composting and recycling to be incorporated into the design and 
operations

 Design and operations teams seeking feasible opportunities to limit the 
carbon footprint through energy efficient equipment and practices



Project Timeline

 Early in the investigative and planning process

 Continued research and study of market and economic viability

 Periodic opportunities for review and input by the campus 
community

 Timeline:
 Environmental Approvals 1 – 2 years

 Pre-marketing 1 – 2 years

 Potential Groundbreaking Spring 2019

 Potential First Occupancy Fall 2021



Concept Site Plan



Concept Site Plan



Rendered Architectural Concept



Rendered Architectural Concept



Learning Commons 
Concept



Learning Commons Concept



Learning Commons Concept



Learning Commons Concept



The SEQRA Process

 State mandated for all projects with potential environmental 
impacts

 A public “Scoping Session” will be held to receive input as to the 
exact scope of the environmental studies to be performed

 The Lead Agency directs the applicant (PCAC) on the scope to be 
studied 

 Applicant prepares and submits a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) including any proposed mitigative efforts

 DEIS is reviewed by the Lead Agency and other agencies with 
jurisdiction or with formal interest in the project



The SEQRA Process

 Comments to the DEIS are produced by the Lead Agency and 
gathered from all others and distributed to the applicant

 A formal public hearing is held to gather additional comments from 
any interested individuals or groups

 Applicant addresses comments in the submission of a Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)

 The Lead Agency reviews the FEIS and, if complete and comments 
adequately addressed, accepts the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement



The SEQRA Process

 The Lead Agency, when satisfied, will issue a findings statement that 
weighs and balances any potential environmental impacts of the project 
against social, economic and other essential considerations, and that 
requires adverse environmental impacts to be avoided or minimized to 
the maximum extent practicable.

 This process will ensure that every environmental impact, including 
impacts related to water runoff, wetland disturbance, loss of wildlife 
habitat and habitat of any threatened or endangered species, noise and 
air pollution, traffic impacts, impacts on government services, and many 
others are adequately studied

 And, that on balance, the applicant has made sufficient efforts to 
minimize those impacts and to mitigate their effects where reasonably 
possible



Questions and Comments

 Questions or comments related to the Senior Learning Community 
concept

 Comments or suggested inclusions of scope in the Environmental Impact 
Study

Thank you!


