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Acts 1 commentary - spurgeon

He preached in the same church as C. H. Spurgeon over a hundred years earlier. However, most people today have never heard of John Gill. This is unfortunate, since his works contain priceless gems of information found nowhere except the ancient writings of the Jews. Presented here is a verse from the New Testament's exhibition verse. The inspirational historian begins his
narrative of the Acts of the Apostles, I. With a reference, and a brief recap of his gospel, or the history of Christ's life, expanding this, as he had done, to his friend Theophilus (v. 1, 2). II. With a summary of the evidence of Christ's resurrection, his conference with his disciples, and the instructions he gave them during his forty days, his continued on earth (v. 3-5). III. With a
particular narrative of Christ's ascension to heaven, the word of his disciples with him before he ascended, and the word of the angels with them after his rise (v. 6-11). IV. With a general idea of the fetus of the Christian church, and its condition from the ascension of Christ to the pouring out of the Spirit (v. 12-14). V. With a special description of the filling of the vacancy made in
the holy college since the death of Judah, with the election of matthias in his room (v. 15-26). Act 1:1-5 In these verses, I. Theophilus is put to mind, and we in him, of the Gospel of St. Luke, which will be useful for us to cast an eye on before we enter the study of this book, that we can not only see how this begins where it is interrupted, but that as in the water person answers in
the face , so do the actions of the apostles in the actions of their Master, the acts of his grace. 1. His protector, to whom he dedicates this book (I should rather say his disciple, because he plans, dedicating to him, to assign and direct him, and not to crave his appearance or protection), is Theophilus, v. 1. In the letter he dedicated before his gospel, he had called him an excellent
Theophilus. Here he calls him no more than Theophilus. Not that he had lost his Excellency, nor that he had diminished and become less prominent. but perhaps he had now given up his position, whatever it was, for whose sake his title was given,-or he was now raised in years, and despised such titles of respect more than he had done,-or Luke became more intimate with him,
and therefore could treat him with the most freedom. It was common with ancient, and Christian and pagan writers, so to write their writings to some specific persons. But directing some of the books of writing so is an indication for each of us to take them as if directed us, in particular, to us by name; for what things were written before time were written about our learning. 2. His
Gospel is called here the former treatise he had done, in which he had an eye to write this, with this intention for a and confirmation of this, tone promton link-the previous word. What is written by the gospel is the word as true as what was said. No, we do not now know of any unwritten word to which we must give credit, but as it agrees with what is written. He did the previous
treatise, and now he is divinely inspired to do this, for the scholars of Christ must continue to perfection, Heb. 6:1. And therefore their guides must help them, they still have to teach people knowledge (Eccl. 12:9), and not think that their previous labors, though always so good, will forgive them from further trouble. but you should rather be accelerated and encouraged by them, such
as St. Luke here, who, because he had laid the foundations in a former treatise, would build on that. So let us not leave that; Let's not new sermons and new books make us forget old, but put us in their minds, and help us improve them. 3. The content of his gospel was that, all of them, which Jesus began both to do and teach; and so is the subject of the writings of the other three
evangelists. Observe, (1.) Christ both did and taught. The doctrine he taught was confirmed by the miraculous works he did, which proved to him that a teacher comes from God (Jn. 3:2). And the duties he taught were copied into the sacred kind works he did, because he left us an example, and that as he proves that a teacher comes from God as well, because from their fruits you
will know them. These are the best ministers to do and teach, whose life is a constant sermon. (2.) He began both to do and teach; laid the foundations of all that had to be taught and done in the Christian church. His apostles had to continue and continue what he started, and do and teach the same things. Christ put them in and then let them continue, but he sent his Spirit to
authorize them both to do and teach. It is a consolation for those who try to continue the work of the gospel that Christ himself began. The great salvation in the first began to be spoken by the Lord, Heb. 2:3. (3.) The four evangelists, and especially Luke, have handed us everything Jesus began to do and teach. not all the details could be contained; but all the heads, samples of
all, so many, and in such variety, that of them we can judge the rest. We have the beginnings of his doctrine (Mt. 4:17), and the beginnings of his miracles, Jn. 2:11. Luke had spoken, he had faced, of all his words and actions he had given us a general idea of them, although he had not recorded each one in particular. 4. The period of evangelical history shall be determined on the
day on which he took over, v. 2. Then he left this world, and his physical presence was no longer in him. The gospel of St. Mark is completed with the receipt of the Lord in heaven (M.C. 16:19), as well as St. Luke's, Lou. 24:51. Christ continued to do and teach The last one, until he moved on to the other job he had to do in the veil. II. The truth of christ's resurrection is preserved
and proven, v. 3. This part of what had to do with the previous treatise was so material that it was necessary to repeat itself in all cases. The great proof of his resurrection was that he showed alive to his apostles. being alive, he showed himself like this, and he was seen by them. They were honest people, and one may depend on their testimony. But the question is whether they
were not imposed, like many well-meaning man. No, it wasn't. for, 1. The evidence was unmistakable, tekmemria-clear indications, both that he was alive (he walked and spoke with them, ate and drank with them) and that he was himself, and no longer; because he showed them over and over again the signs of injuries to his hands, and legs, and side, which was the maximum
proof the thing was able or required. 2. There were many, and often repeated: He was seen by them forty days, not constantly staying with them, but often appearing to them, and bringing them by grades to be fully satisfied about it, so that all their grief about his departure had become far from it. Christ's stay on earth so long after he had entered the state of exaltation and glory, to
affirm the faith of his disciples and comfort their hearts, was such an example of condescension and compassion to the faithful, as he can fully assure us that we have a high priest who has touched with the feeling of our disabled. III. A general hint given by the instructions he provided his students with, now that he was about to leave them, and they, as he breathed into them and
opened their perceptions, were better able to receive them. 1. He gave them instructions on the work they had to do: He gave orders to the apostles whom he had chosen. Note, the choice of Christ is always monitored with his responsibility. Those who elected in the apostasy expected that he should give them preferable, instead of giving them orders. When he took his journey,
and gave power to his servants, and to each of his works (Mr. 13:34), he gave them commandments through the Holy Spirit, which he himself was full of as a Mediator, and which he had breathed into them. By giving them the Holy Spirit, he gave them his commandments. Because the Comforter will be commander. and his office was to bring to their memory what Christ had said.
Charge those who were apostles from the Holy Spirit. so the words are placed. It was their receipt of the Holy Spirit that sealed their committee, Jn. 20:22. It wasn't taken until after he had given them their charge, and so he finished his work. 2. Their instructions on the doctrine they were going to preach: He spoke to them about things related to the kingdom of God. He gave them
a general idea of that. This. and the certain time that should be set up in the world (in its parable, Mk. 13), but here gave them instructions more in its nature, as a kingdom of grace in this world and glory to the other, and opened to them that the covenant is the great charter with which it is incorporated. Now this was meant to be, (1.) To prepare them to receive the Holy Spirit and
go through what they were designed for. He secretly tells them what to tell people. And they will find that the Spirit of Truth, when it comes, will say the same. (2.) Be one of the proofs of christ's resurrection; Is that how he comes here? The students, to whom he showed up alive, knew it was him, not only from what he showed them, but also from what he told them. No one, but
could speak so clearly, so fully, about things concerning the kingdom of God. He did not entertain them with speeches of the politics or kingdoms of men, philosophy or the kingdom of nature, but of pure divinity and the kingdom of grace, of the things that almost concerned them, and of those to whom they were sent. A special assurance gave them that they should now soon
receive the Holy Spirit, with orders given to them to wait for it (v. 4, 5), assembled with them, probably in the mountain interview in Galilee that he had appointed before his death; because there is a reference to them coming together again (v. 6) to watch its ascent. Although now he had ordered them to Galilee, however they should not think to continue there; no, they have to go
back to Jerusalem, and not leave there. Observe, 1. The order that gives them to wait. This was to raise their expectations for something big; and something very big that they had reason to expect from their exalted Redeemer. (1.) They have to wait until the specified time, which is now not many days hence. Those who faithly hope promised mercies will come must patiently wait
until they come, according to the time, the specified time. And when time approaches, as now, we must, as Daniel, look at it honestly, Dan. (2.) They must wait in the place he was appointed, in Jerusalem, for there the Spirit must first be poured out, because Christ was to be as king on the sacred hill of Zion. And because the word of the Lord must go before Jerusalem? This must
be the mother-church. There Christ was shamed, and therefore there he will have this honor done, and this grace is done in Jerusalem to teach us to forgive our enemies and persecutors. The apostles were more exposed to danger in Jerusalem than they would be in Galilee; but we can trust God with our safety when we our duty. The apostles were now going to put on a public
character, and therefore have to dare in a public station. Jerusalem was the strongest candlestick for the lights that will set up the 2. The assurance it gives that they won't wait in vain. (1.) The blessing we planned will come, and we will find that it was worth waiting for; You will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. that is, [1.] The Holy Spirit will pour upon you more abundantly than
ever. They had already breathed with the Holy Spirit (In. 20:22), and had found its benefit. But now they will have greater measures of his gifts, graces and amenities, and they will be baptized with them, in which there seems to be allusion to those Promises of the Old Testament for the pouring of the Spirit, Joel 2:28. Isa. 44:3; 32:15. [2.] You will be cleansed and purified by the
Holy Spirit, as the priests were baptized and washed with water, when they devoted themselves to the holy service: They had the mark. You'll have it as a flag bearer. You will be holy from the truth, as the Spirit will lead you more and more to it and have your consciences cleared from the testimony of the Spirit, so that you may serve the living God in the apostasy. [3.] You will be
in the present more effective than ever engaged with your Master, and with his guidance, as Israel was baptized to Moses in the cloud and at sea. You will be so fast associated with Christ that you will never abandon him, for fear of any suffering, as you once did. (2.) Now this gift of the Holy Spirit speaks of, [1.] As the Promise of the Father, which they had heard of him, and
could therefore depend on. First, the Spirit was made with promise, and it was at this time the great promise, as that of the Messiah was before (Lu. 1:72), and that of eternal life is now, 1 Jn. 2:25. The temporal good things are given by Providence, but the Spirit and spiritual blessings are given with promise, Gal. 3:18. The Spirit of God is not given as the spirit of our people is
given, and formed within us, by a course of nature (Zec. 12:1), but by the word of God. 1. That the gift may be the most precious, Christ thought of the promise of the Spirit a legacy worth leaving in his church. 2. That may be the surest, and that the heirs of the promise may be sure of the immutable of God's counsel in the present. 3. That can be grace, peculiar grace, and can be
accepted with faith, for the possession of promise, and depending on it. As Christ, so the Spirit is accepted by faith. Second, it was father's promise, 1. The Father of Christ. Christ, as a Mediator, had an eye on God as his Father, father of his plan, and his property from the beginning. 2. Our Father, who, if he gives us the adoption of the children, will surely give us the Spirit of
Adoption, Gal. 4:5, 6. He will give the Spirit, as father of lights, as Father of spirits and as Father of mercy. It's father's promise. Thirdly, this promise of the Father that had heard from Christ many especially in the farewell sermon he preached to them just before he died, He assured them, over and over again, that the Comforter should come. This confirms God's promise and
encourages us to depend on it, that we have heard it from Jesus Christ. for in him all God's promises are yes, and amen. Have you heard it from me? And I'm going to do it good. [2.] Like the prediction of John the Baptist; For so far Christ directs them to look (v. 5): Not only have you heard it from me, but you have had it from John. When he handed you over to me, he said (Mt.
3:11), I did baptize you with water, but the one who comes after me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. It is a great honor that Christ now does to John, not only to quote his words, but to make this great gift of the Spirit, now in hand, be their achievement. So he confirmed the word of his servants, his messengers, Isa. 44:26. But Christ can do more than any of his ministers. It is
their honor to be employed in the provision of means of grace, but it is his privilege to give the Spirit of Grace. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit, teach you with His Spirit, and give His Spirit to intervene within you, which is more than the best ministers who preach with us. (3.) Now this gift of the Holy Spirit promised so, so prophesied, so wait, is what we find the apostles
received in the next chapter, because in that this promise had its full achievement? That's what had to come, and we're not looking for anyone else; because here it has promised to be given do not have many days. It doesn't tell them how many, because they have to keep each day in a frame suitable to receive it. Other scriptures speak of the gift of the Holy Spirit to ordinary
believers. This speaks to this particular power, which, from the Holy Spirit, the first preachers of the gospel, and growers of the church, was endued with, allowing them unmistakably to relate to this age, and records with the descendants, the doctrine of Christ, and its evidence; so that, by virtue of this promise, and its performance, we may receive the New Testament as divine
inspiration and dare our souls upon it. Act 1:6-11 In Jerusalem Christ, by his angel, had appointed his disciples to meet him in Galilee. there he appointed them to meet him again in Jerusalem on such a day. So he would test their obedience, and he found himself ready and happy. They came together, as he appointed them, to witness his ascent, for which we have an account
here. Observe, I. The question they asked him in that interview. They came together to him as those who had consulted each other about it, and agreed to nemine's question contraindicated-unanimously; came to a body, and the to him, as the sense of home, Lord, withering you right now to restore the kingdom to Israel again? Two ways this can be taken:- 1. You certainly won't
bring it back at all to Israel's current leaders, the leader. Head. and the elders, who put you to death, and, in the compass of this plan, gave the kingdom to Caesar, and they belonged to his own subjects. What! Will those who hate you and persecute you be trusted? That's a long way from the season. Or rather, two. I will surely bring it back now to the Jewish nation, to the extent
that it will submit to you as their king. Now two things were wrong in this question:- (1.) Their expectation of the thing itself. They believed that Christ would restore the kingdom to Israel, that is, that he would make the nation of Jews as great and important among nations as it was in the days of David and Solomon, asa and Jehoshaphat; That, like Shiloh, will restore the scepter to
Judah, and the lawgiver; while Christ came to create his own kingdom, and that a kingdom of heaven, not to restore the kingdom to Israel, an earthly kingdom. See here, [1.] How capable are even good people to place the happiness of the church too in the outer procession and power? As if Israel could not be glorious had the kingdom not been restored to it, nor were the
disciples of Christ honored if they were not peers of the kingdom. while they tell us to wait for the cross in this world, and wait for the kingdom in the other world. [2.] How capable we are of maintaining what we have imbibed, and how difficult it is to overcome the prejudices of education. The disciples, having sucked into this notion with their milk that the Messiah was going to be a
time prince, were long before they could come to have any idea of his reign as spiritual. [3.] How naturally we are biased in favor of our own people. They thought God wouldn't have a kingdom in the world if he hadn't been restored to Israel; while the kingdoms of this world were to become his, in which he would be glorified, whether Israel should sink or swim. [4.] How capable we
are of mistaking the scriptures-to understand that it is literally spoken figuratively, and to expose the scriptures from our plans, while we must shape our plans from the scriptures. But when the Spirit is poured from above, our mistakes will be corrected, as soon after were the apostles. (2.) Their research on his time: Sir, withering do you do it right now? Now that you've invited us
together, is it for this purpose that appropriate measures can be coordinated to restore the kingdom to Israel? Surely there cannot be a more favorable juncture than this. [2.] That they were impatient for the creation of this kingdom in which they themselves promised such a large share, and would provide divine advice. Christ had told them that they should sit on the thrones (Lu.
22:30), and now nothing will serve them, but they must be on the throne immediately, and they cannot stay stay time; while he who believes doth does not rush, but is satisfied that God's time is the best time. II. The control that Christ gave to this question, like the one he had just before it was given to Peter's research on John, What is this for you? v. 7, It's not for you to know the
times and seasons. It does not contradict their expectation that the kingdom will be restored to Israel, because this error will soon be corrected by the outpouring of the Spirit, after which they have never had other thoughts of the temporal kingdom; And also because there is a sense of expectation that is true, the creation of the gospel kingdom in the world. And the mistake of
promise won't make it work. but controls their research after time. 1. Knowing this is not allowed to them: It is not for you to know, and therefore it is not for you to ask. (1.) Christ is now separated from them, and parts in love; And yet he gives them this rebuke, which is intended for an attention in his church at all ages, to take into account the separation from the rock that was fatal
to our first parents–an excessive desire of forbidden knowledge, and to invade things we have not seen, because God has not shown them. Nescire velle quae magister maximus docere non vult, erudita incitia est-It is madness to covet to be wise over what is written, and wisdom to be satisfied not to be wiser. (2.) Christ had given his disciples great knowledge over others (to you
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God), and had promised them his Spirit, to teach them more. Now, lest they be inflated with plenty of revelations, it leaves them here to understand that there were some things that weren't for them to know. We will see how little reason we should be proud of our knowledge when we consider how many things we are ignorant of. (3.)
Christ had given his disciples instructions sufficient to fulfill their duty, both before his death and after his resurrection, and with this knowledge he will have them satisfied. Because it is enough for a Christian, in whom futile curiosity is a corrupt humor, to be humiliated and not satisfied. (4.) Christ himself had told his disciples things related to the kingdom of God, and had promised
that the Spirit should show them the things that would come about it, Jn. 16:13. He had also given them signs of the times, which were their duty to observe, and a sin to overlook, Mat. 16:3. But they should neither expect nor wish to know all the details of future events or the exact times It is good for us to remain in the dark, and be left in uncertainty about the times and times (as
Dr. Hammond reads) of future events involving the church, as well as about ourselves,-on all its time periods and final period as well about the period of our time. Prudeens futuri temporis exitum Caliginosa nocte premit Deus-But Jove, in goodness always wise, Hath hid, in the clouds of the thickest night, All this in the future perspective lies Beyond the ken of mortal spectacle.-
Hor. In terms of times and seasons of the year, we know, in general, that there will be summer and winter fight back, but we don't particularly know which day will be fair or which foul, either in summer or winter; So when it comes to our affairs in this world, when it comes to a summer period of prosperity, that we may not be safe, we are told that there will come a winter of trouble;
And that winter, not to distract and despair, we are sure that summer will return. but what this or that particular day will bring forth we can't say, but we need to accommodate ourselves in it, whatever it is, and make the best of it. 2. His knowledge is exclusively about God as his privilege; It's what Father put into his own power. It's hidden with him. No one but can reveal the times
and seasons to come. Known to God are all his works, but not for us, h. 15:18. It is in his power, and only in his own, to declare the end from the beginning; And with that proves it's God, Isa. 46:10. And although he thought appropriately sometimes to let the prophets of the Old Testament know the times and times (from the slavery of the Israelites to Egypt four hundred years, and
to Babylon seventy years), but does not have the proper place to inform you about the times and times, not only how long it will be before Jerusalem is destroyed , although you are so well sure of the thing itself. He didn't say he wouldn't give you to know anything more than you do from the seasons and seasons;' he then did it to John's servant; but he has put it in his own power
to do it or not, as he thinks it fits and what is in this New Testament prophecy discovered about the times and seasons is so dark, and difficult to understand, that, when we come to apply it, it concerns us to remember this work, that it is not for us to be positive in defining the times and times. Buxtorf mentions a rabbi's saying about the coming of the Messiah: Rumpatur spiritus
eorum qui supputant tempora-Perish men who calculate time. III. Appoints them to their work, and with their authority ensures the ability to continue with it, and success in it. It's not for you to know the seasons and seasons-it won't do you any good; But know this (v. 8) that you will receive a spiritual power, with the descent of the Saint upon you, and you will not receive it in vain,
for you will be witnesses to me and my glory. And your testimony will not be in no time, for it will be accepted here in Jerusalem, in the country or so, and around the world, v. 8. If Christ makes us serve in his honor to our day and generation, let it be enough for us and let us not embarrass ourselves about the times and times to come. Christ here tells them, 1. That their work must
be honest and glorious: You will be witnesses to me. (1.) They will proclaim him king and publish these truths to the world in which his kingdom should be established, and he would rule. They must openly and formally preach his gospel to the world. (2.) They will prove this, confirm their testimony, not as witnesses do, by oath, but by the divine seal of miracles and supernatural
gifts: You will be witnesses to me, or my witnesses, as some copies read them. for they have assured the truth of the gospel with their sufferings, even to the death. 2. That their power for this work should be sufficient. They had no power of their own, no wisdom, no courage. It was, of course, one of the weakest and stupid things in the world. did not appear as witnesses to Christ
at his trial, nor was he yet able. But you will receive the power of the Holy Spirit that comes upon you (so it can be read), will be animated and energized by a better spirit than your own; You will have the power to preach the gospel and prove it from the scriptures of the Old Testament (which, when filled with the Holy Spirit, they did so to admire, e.g. 18:28), and to confirm it with
both miracles and sufferings. Note, the martyrs of Christ will receive strength for the work in which he calls them. those he employs in his service will qualify for it, and will bring them out to it. 3. That their influence should be great and very extensive: You will be witnesses to Christ and you will convey his purpose (1.) In Jerusalem; That's where you need to start, and many there
will take your testimony. And those who don't will be unforgivable. (2.) Your light will shine from there all over Judea, where before you have worked in vain. (3.) From there you will proceed to Samaria, although on your first mission you were forbidden to declare in any of the cities of the Samaritans. (4.) Your usefulness will reach the absolute part of the earth, and you will be
blessed throughout the world. IV. Having left these instructions with them, he leaves them (v. 9): When he had spoken these things, and had said everything he had to say, he blessed them (so we were told, Lu. 24:50); And while they saw him, and had their eye fixed on him, receiving his blessing, they gradually took him, and a cloud took him out of their sight. We have here
Christ rises high. did not get away, as Elijah was, with a chariot of fire and horses of fire, but rises in heaven as he rose from the grave, purely by his own power, his body is now as the bodies of the saints will be in the resurrection, spiritual body, and put to power and incorruptible. Observe, 1. He began his ascent to the sight of his students, even when he was seen. These I don't
see him coming out of the grave, because they might see him after he's up, which would be quite a satisfaction. but they saw him rise to heaven, and they actually had their eye on him with so much attention and seriousness of mind that they could not be deceived. It is possible that he did not fly quickly upwards, but moved upwards gently, to further satisfy his students. 2.
Disappeared from their eyes, into a cloud, or a thick cloud, because God said he would dwell in the thick darkness. or a bright cloud, to signify the greatness of his glorious body. It was a bright cloud that overshadowed him in his transformation, and probably that was so, Mt. 17:5. This cloud received him, it is possible, when he had gone about as far from the earth as the clouds
are generally; However, it was not such a cloud spread as we usually see, but just as it served to enclose it. Now he made his chariot clouds, Ps. 104:3. God had often descended into a cloud. Now he's up to one. Dr. Hammond believes that the clouds that take him here were the angels that accept him; for the appearance of angels is usually described by a cloud, comparing Ex.
25:22 with Lev. 16:2. From the clouds there is a kind of communication maintained between the upper and lower world; in them the vapours are sent from the earth, and the dews are sent under the sky. Fitly therefore ascends to a cloud that is the Mediator between God and man, from whom God's mercys come upon us and our prayers come to him. That was the last time he
was seen. The eyes of many witnesses followed him into the cloud. And, if we knew what happened to him then, we can find (Dan. 7:13), that a man like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient days, and brought him to the clouds as he approached before him. V. The students, when it had come out of their eyes, but continued to look up
stedfastly in the sky (v. 10), and this more than was appropriate should; And why so? 1. Perhaps they hoped that Christ would return today to them again, to restore the kingdom to Israel, and it was loth to believe that they would now have to part with him for good and all; so much they still dote up in his physical presence, although he had told them it was appropriate for them that
he should go away. or, they took care of him, as doubting if he might not fall, as the sons of the prophets thought about Elijah (2 Ki 2:16), and so they may have him again. 2. Perhaps they expected to see some change in the visible skies now when taking over Christ, that either the sun should be ashamed or the moon confused (Isa. 24:23) as it is out-shone from its glow; or,
rather, that you will to show some sign of joy and triumph. or perhaps they promised themselves a spectacle of the glory of invisible heavens when they opened them The. Christ had told them that from now on they should see the sky open (Jn. 1:51), and why shouldn't they expect it now? VI. Two angels appeared to them, and handed them a seasonable message from God.
There was a world of angels ready to welcome our Redeemer, now that he has made his public entrance into Jerusalem above: we can assume that these two loth are absent then. However, to show how much Christ had in his heart the concerns of his church on earth, he sent back to his disciples two of those who came to meet him, who appear as two men in white garments,
bright and shiny; For they know, according to the duty of their land, that they really serve Christ when they minister his servants on earth. Now they tell us what the angels told them, 1. To control their curiosity: You men of Galilee, why stand looking up at the sky? He calls them men of Galilee, to put them in the mind of the rock from which they were carved. Christ had honored
them greatly, making them his ambassadors. but they must remember that they are men, clay vessels, and men of Galilee, illiterate men, looked with contempt. Now, they say, why stand here, like the Galians, rude and destitute men, gazing at heaven? What would you see? Have you seen everything you've been invited to see together, and why are you looking more? Why stand
you looking as men scared and confused as men surprised and at the end wits them? The disciples of Christ should never stand in their eyes, because they have a certain rule to pass and a sure foundation to build on. 2. Confirm their faith in the second presence of Christ. Their Master had often told them about it, and the angels are sent at this time seasonably to put them in
their minds: This same Jesus, who has been taken from you in heaven, and whom you are looking for so long after, wishing you had him with you again, is not gone forever; Because there is a day appointed on which he will come the same way from there as you have seen him go that way, and you should not wait for him back until that set day. (1.) This same Jesus will come
back to his own person, dressed in a glorious body; this same Jesus, who came once to put away sin by sacrificing himself, will appear a second time without sin (Heb. 9:26, 28), who once came to shame to be judged, will come again to glory to judge. The same Jesus who has given you your charge will come again to call you to an account how you have executed your trust; he,
and no more, Job 19:27. (2.) He will come with the Way. He has gone away in a cloud, and watched with angels; and, behold, he comes to the clouds, and with him an innumerable company of angels! It has gone up with a cry and with the sound of a trumpet (P.S. 47:5), and will descend from the sky with a cry and with the trump of God, 1st 4:16. Now you've lost sight of him in the
clouds. Clouds. in the air; And you will leave, you cannot follow him now, but then, when you are trapped in the clouds, you will meet the Lord in the air. When we stand gazing and insignificant, the examination of our Master's second presence should speed us up and wake us up. And, when we stand gazing and trembling, his examination should comfort and encourage us. Act
1:12-14 We are here said, I. From where Christ climbed-from the mountain of Olives (v. 12), from that part of it where the city of Bethany stood, Lu. 24:50. There began his sufferings (Lu. 22:39), and therefore there he turned away their rebuke of his glorious ascent, and thus showed that his passion and his ascent had the same reference and the same tendency. So he would
enter his kingdom at the sight of Jerusalem, and those of his ungrateful citizens who would not have him to reign over them. It was prophesied by him (Zec. 14:4), That his feet should stand on the mountain of Olives, which is before Jerusalem, should stand last there; and currently follows, The Mount of Olives will be torn in two. From the mountain of Olives climbed which is the
good olive tree, from where we receive the andros, Peck. 11:24. This term is said to be close to Jerusalem, a Saturday day trip from it, that is, a small way; no more than pious people used to walk out on a Saturday night, after public worship was over, for meditation. Some count it a thousand steps, another two thousand cubits; about seven furlongs, another eight. Bethany was
indeed fifteen furlongs from Jerusalem (Jn. 11:18), but this part of the Mountain of Olives that was next to Jerusalem, from where Christ began to ride to triumph, was only seven or eight furlongs away. The Haldium paraphrase in Ruth 1 says, We are ordered to keep Saturdays and holy days so that we do not go over two thousand cubits, which build over jos. 3:4, where, on their
way through Jordan, the space between them and the ark was going to be two thousand cubits. God had not contained them at the time, but they were limited. And so far it's a rule for us not to travel on Saturday any more than for Saturday's play. and to the extent necessary to this is not only allowed, but to attach, 2 Ki. 4:23. II. Whither the disciples returned: They came to
Jerusalem, according to the appointment of their Master, although there they were in the middle of enemies; but it should appear that although immediately after the resurrection of Christ were monitored, and were in fear of the Jews, but since it was known that they had gone to Galilee no notice was received of their return to Jerusalem, nor any further search made for God can
discover hiding place for his people in the midst of their enemies, and thus influence Saul who will no longer seek David. In Jerusalem they climbed into a higher room, and there residence; I don't They were all wedged and dieted together in a room, but there they gathered every day, and spent time together in religious exercises, with the expectation of the descent of the Spirit.
Divers speculate that the learned about this upper room. Some believe it was one of the upper rooms in the temple; But it cannot be assumed that the high priests, who had been renting these rooms, would suffer disciples of Christ constantly staying in any of them. It was indeed said, by the same historian, that he was constantly in the temple (Lu. 24:53), but this was in the courts
of the temple, during the hours of prayer, where he could not be prevented from attending; But, it seems, this upstairs room was in a private house. Mr . Gregory, of Oxford, is of this opinion, and cites a Syrian scholiast in this place, who says it was the same upstairs room in which they had eaten easter; and although this was called an anomenium, this superon, both can mean the
same. Either, he says, he was in the house of St. John the Evangelist, as Euudius delivered, or that of Mary the mother of John Mark, as others have collected, cannot be sure. Notes, h. 13. III. Who were the students, held together. The eleven apostles are called here (v. 13), so mary is the mother of our Lord (v. 14), and it is the last time any mention of her in the scriptures is ever
made. There were others here said to be the brothers of our Lord, his relatives according to the flesh. And, to postpone the hundred and twenty that were said (v. 15), we can assume that all or most of the seventy students were with them, who were associates with the apostles, and were employed as evangelists. IV. How they spent their time: They all continued with an
agreement on prayer and supplication. Observe, 1. They prayed and made a supplication. All the people of God pray to people and give themselves to prayer. It was now a time of trouble and danger with the disciples of Christ. They were like sheep in the middle of wolves. And, is he sad at all? Let him pray. This will silence worries and fears. They had new work ahead of them,
great work, and, before entering it, they were momentarily in prayer to God for his presence with them in it. Before their first mission Christ spent time in prayer for them, and now they spent time in prayer for themselves. They waited for the descent of the Spirit upon them, and therefore abounded thus in prayer. The Spirit descended upon our Savior when he prayed, Lou. 3:21.
They are in the best context to receive spiritual blessings that are in a prayer box. Christ had now promised soon to send the Holy Spirit. Now the promise was not to replace prayer, but to accelerate and encourage it. God should be asked about promised mercies, and the closer the performance seems to be the more serious you should be in prayer for it. 2. 2. prayer, spent a lot
of time on it, more than usual, prayed often, and was very much in prayer. They never missed an hour of prayer. They decided to insist on the present until the Holy Spirit came, according to the promise, to pray and not to pass out. It is called (Lu. 24:53), It was praising and blessing of God; Here, they continued to pray and supplication. because as praise for promise is a decent
way of begging for the show, and praise for the former mercy of begging further mercy, so, in pursuit of God, we give him the glory of mercy and grace that we have found in him. 3. They did this with an agreement. This intimates that they were together in sacred love, and that there was no conflict nor discord between them; And those who thus maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace are better prepared to receive the comforts of the Holy Spirit. It also promises their worthy agreement in the supplications made. But though someone spoke, everyone prayed, and if, when two agree to ask, it will be done for them, much more so when many agree on the same reference. See Mt. 18:19. Act 1:15-26 The sin of Judah was not only his shame and
destruction, but made a vacancy in the college of apostles. Twelve were ordained, with their eyes on the twelve tribes of Israel, descended from the twelve patriarchs. were the twelve stars that make up the crown of the church (Reverend 12:1), and for them twelve thrones were set, Mt. 19:28. Now it's twelve when they were students, if they were only eleven when they were going
to be teachers, it would be everyone's chance to ask what had been done since the twelfth, and thus to revive the memory of their society's scandal; And therefore, attention was paid, before the descent of the Spirit, to fill the vacancy, the act of which we now have an account, our Lord Jesus, probably, having given instructions for it, among other things, which spoke about the
kingdom of God. Observe, I. The persons involved in this case. 1. The house consisted of about one hundred and twenty. This was the number of names, i.e. persons; Some believe that men alone are distinguished from women. Dr. Lightfoot estimates that the eleven apostles, the seventy disciples, and about thirty-nine more, all relatives of Christ, the country and the hall,
constituted this hundred and twenty, and that these were a kind of synod, or congregation of ministers, a permanent presbytery (ch. 4:23), in which none of the rest durst unite themselves (ch. 5:13), and that they continued together until the prosecution in stephen's death scattered all but the apostles (ch. 8:11) , and that they continued together until the prosecution in the death of
their Stephen all except the apostles (ch. 8:11) But he believes that besides them there were many hundreds in Jersualem, if not thousands, at this time, who believed; and we have indeed read from many who believed in him there, but durst did not confess him, and therefore I can not think, as he does, that he was now formed formed distinct communities, for preaching speech
and other acts of worship; nor that there was any of it until after the pouring out of the Spirit, and the conversions are recorded in the next chapter. Here was the beginning of the Christian church: this hundred and twenty was the grain of mustard-seed that grew in a tree, the leaven that left the whole piece. 2. The speaker was Peter, who was, and still was, the most forward man;
And therefore taken notice of his promotion and zeal, to show that he had perfectly regained the ground he lost from the Master's denial, and, Peter is designed to be the apostle of circumcision, while the sacred history remains among the Jews, he is still brought, as after, when it comes to speaking to the Nationals , keeps in Paul's story. II. The proposal made by Peter for the
selection of another apostle. He got up in the middle of the students, v. 15. He did not sit down, as one who gave laws, or had any superiority over the rest, but stood up, as one who had only one suggestion to make, in which he paid respect to his brethren, standing up when he spoke to them. Now in his speech we can observe, 1. The account he gives of the vacancy made by
the death of Judah, to whom he is very special, and, as he became one that Christ had breathed upon, takes note of the fulfillment of the scriptures in it. Here it is, (1.) The power to which Judas had advanced (v. 17): He was numbered with us, and had acquired part of this ministry with which we have invested. Note, many are numbered with the saints in this world who will not be
among them on the day of the separation between the precious and the wretched. What good will it do us to add to the number of Christians if we do not participate in the spirit and nature of Christians? Judas who has acquired part of this ministry was but a deterioration of his sin and destruction, as it will be theirs prophesied in the name of Christ, and yet they were workers of
lawlessness. (2.) The sin of Judah, despite his promotion to this honor. He was a guide for those who took Jesus, not only informed persecutors of Christ, where they could find him (which they could have done effetually though he had kept out of sight), but had the impudence to appear openly at the head of the party that occupied him. He went before them to the place, and, as if
he were proud of the honor, gave the word of command: So is he, keep him fast. Note, Ringleaders in sin are the worst of sinners, especially if those who from their office should have guides to Christ's friends are guides to his enemies. (3.) The destruction of Judah by this sin. the high priests to seek the life of Christ and his disciples, he thought to save his own by going upon
them, and not only so, but to get a fortune under them, whose wages for his service, he hoped, would But a serious one? but let's see what came out of it. [1.] He lost his money quite shamefully (v. 18): He bought a field with the thirty pieces of silver, which were the reward of his lawlessness. He had not bought the field, but the wages of his lawlessness did, and are very elegantly
expressed thus, in mocking his plans to enrich himself with this agreement. He thought to have bought a field for himself, as Gehazi did with what he got from Naaman from a lie (see 2 Ki. 5:26), but it turned out to be buying a field to bury strangers in; and what was he or any of his best for it? It was for him an intransigent mammon, deceived him; and the reward of his lawlessness
was the obstacle to his lawlessness. [2.] He lost his life more shamefully. We were told (Mt. 27:5) that he went off in despair, and was suffocated (so the word means there, and no more); here he added (as the last historians add to those who went before) that, strangled, or drowned with grief and horror, fell headlong, fell on his face (so Dr. Hammond), and partly with the swelling
of his chest, and partly by the force of the fall, popped asunder in the middle, so that all his bowels fell out. If, when the devil was driven out by a child, he tore him up, knocked him down, and rented him, and almost killed him (as we find Mk. 9:26; Lu. 9:42), no wonder if, when he had full possession of Judah, he threw him with his head, and broke him. His suffocation, which
Matthew is concerned with, would make him swell until he burst, which is about Peter. popped asunder with a big noise (so Dr. Edwards), which was heard by the neighbors, and so, as it turns out, came to be known (v. 19): his intestines gushing out; Luke writes like a doctor, understanding all the offal of the waist and lower abdomen. Piping is part of the punishment of traitors.
They rightly make these innards gush out that were closed against the Lord Jesus. And perhaps Christ had an eye for the fate of Judah when he said of the evil servant that he would cut him in sunder, Mt. 24:51. (4.) The public announcement received from it: It was known to all residents in Jerusalem. It was, as it were, set in the newspapers, and it was all the words of the city, as
a remarkable judgment of God upon him that betrayed his master, v. 19. It wasn't just speech among students, but it was in the mouth of every body, and no one questioned the truth of the fact. It was known, that is, it was known to be true, undeniably so. Now one would think that this should have awakened those in repentance who had any hand in the death of Christ when they
saw him having the first hand so he made an example. But their hearts were hardened, and, as far as those who were going to must be made from the word, and the Spirit works with it. Here is a proof of the reputation of the thing mentioned, that the field that purchased with Judas's money was called Aceldama-the blood field because it was bought with the price of blood, which



esthuses dishonesty not only from him who sold that innocent precious blood, but from those who bought it too. Here's how they'll respond when God interrogates him for blood. (5.) The fulfillment of the scriptures in it, which had spoken so clearly about it, that it must be fulfilled, v. 16. Don't be surprised or stumble upon it, that this should be the exit of one of the twelve, for David
had not only foreshadowed his sin (which Christ had become aware of, Jn. 13:18, from Ps. 41:9, He who eats bread with me hath raised his heel against me), but had also been heralded, [1.] His punishment (P.S. 69:25) : Let his residence be deserted. This Psalm refers to the Messiah. Reference is made, but two or three verses before giving him bile and vinegar, and therefore
the following predictions of the destruction of David's enemies must be applied to the enemies of Christ, and especially to Judah. Perhaps he had some residence of his own in Jerusalem, which, in it, every body was afraid to live in, and so became desolate. This prediction means the same as Bildad's about the evil man, that his confidence will be uprooted from his tent, and will
bring him to the king of horrors: he will dwell in his tent, because it is none of his; The sulfur will be scattered in his residence, Job 18:14, 15. [2.] Replacing another in his room. His episcopal, or his office (so the word means in general) should another take, which is mentioned by Ps. 109:8. With this quote Peter very aptly introduces the following sentence. Note, We should not
think of the worst of any office that God has established (either justice or ministry) or for the wickedness of anyone who is in this office or for the degrading punishment of this wickedness; Nor will God suffer any purpose of being frustrated, any committee of being evacuated, or any work of being undone, for the miscarriages of those entrusted to it. Man's infidelity will not give
God's promise to no avail. Judas is hanged, but his diocese is not lost. It is said about his residence, that no man will dwell there, there will have no heir. But that's not how it's said about his diocese, there he won't want a successor. It is with the officers of the church as with its members, if the natural branches are broken, others will be grafted in, Rom. 11:17. The purpose of Christ
will never be lost for lack of martyrs. 2. The proposal he makes for the selection of another apostle, v. 21, 22. Here observe, (1.) How the person must meet the conditions that must be met fill the vacancy. He must be one of those people, these seventy students, who have come together with us, who keep watching us all the time. The Lord Jesus came and went among us,
preaching and performing miracles for three and a half years, starting with the baptism of John, from which the gospel of Christ began, on the same day that he had been taken from us. Those who have been diligent, loyal, and stable, in fulfilling their duty at a lower station, are more suited to be preferred to a higher; Those who were faithful in a while should be entrusted with
more. And no one should be employed as ministers of Christ, preachers of his gospel and rulers in his church, but those who are well aware of his doctrine and deeds, from the first to the last. No one will be an apostle, but one who has been inferred with the apostles, and that constantly; not that he has visited them now and then, but was intimately familiar with them. (2.) In
whatever work is called he must fill the vacancy: He must be a witness with us for his resurrection. With this it seems that other of the disciples were with the eleven when Christ appeared to them, otherwise they could not be witnesses with them, as capable witnesses, like them, of his resurrection. The great thing that the apostles were going to attest to in the world was the
resurrection of Christ, for this was the great proof that he was the Messiah and the foundation of our hope in him. See what the apostles were ordained to, not in a secular dignity and sovereignty, but to preach Christ and the power of his resurrection. III. The appointment of the person who was to succeed Judah to his office as an apostle. 1. Two, who were known to be constant
companions of Christ, and men with great integrity, were created as candidates for the place (v. 23): They appointed two; Not the eleven, they didn't take from them to determine who should be put up, but the hundred and twenty, for them Peter spoke, and not for the eleven. The two who proposed were Joseph and Mathias, of whom we do not read elsewhere, except for this
Joseph to be the same as this Jesus named Justus, for whom Paul speaks (Colonel 4:11), and who is said to be circumcised, a native Jew as he was, and who was a colleague with Paul in the kingdom of God and a consolation to him; And then it is observable that, although he was not an apostle, therefore he did not leave the ministry, but was very useful in a lower station; Why,
are they all apostles? Are they all prophets? Some believe that this Joseph is the one named Joses (Mk. 6:3), james's brother the least (Mk. 15:40), and called Joses the only one, as James was called the only one. Some confuse this with that Joses mentioned Acts 4:36. But this was Cyprus, that of Galilee; And, you have to to distinguish them, called Barnabas-a son of solace;
That Barsaba-son of the oath. These two were both such worthy men, and so well qualified for office, that they couldn't tell which of them the installer, but everyone agreed that it should be one of those two. They did not propose themselves or try for the place, but humbly sat still, and were appointed to it. 2. They applied to God with prayer for direction, not which of the seventy,
because none of the others could stand up to them in the opinion of all present, but which of these two? v. 24, 25. (1.) They address God as a heart seeker: You, Lord, who knows the hearts of all people, whom we do not know, and better than they know their own. Notice, When an apostle was to be chosen, he must be chosen from his heart, and his temperament and mood.
However, Jesus, who knew the hearts of all men, for wise and sacred purposes chose Judah to be one of the twelve. It is comfortable for us, in our prayers for the well-being of the church and its ministers, that the God to whom we pray knows the hearts of all people, and has them not only under his eye, but also in his hand, and turns them in which he will make them, can make
them fit for purpose , if he doesn't find them like that, giving them another spirit. (2.) Wish to know which of them God had chosen: Lord, show us this, and we are satisfied. It is right that God chooses his own servants. And to the extent that in any way from the dispositions of his providence or the gifts of his Spirit, it shows who he chose, or what he chose, for us, we must comply
with him. (3.) They are ready to welcome him as a brother chosen by God. Why do they not try to have so much dignity themselves, keeping out the other, but wish to have someone to participate in this ministry and mission, to join them in the work and to share with them in honor, from which Judas fell from the transgression, fell, abandoning and betraying his Master, from the
position of an apostle apostle , of which he was unworthy, that he could go to his own place, the place of a traitor, the most suitable place for him, not only for the gibbet, but in hell-this was his part. Note, Those who betray Christ as they fall from the dignity of his relationship, so they fall into all misery. It is said about Balaam (No. 24:25) that he went to his own place, that is, says
one of the rabbis, went to hell. Dr. Whitby quotes Ignatius saying, There is appointed to every man idios tokos-a suitable place, which introduces the same as that of God's performance to each man according to his works. And the Savior had told us that Judah's position should be such that it was better for him that he had never been born (Mt. 26:24)-misery like it's worse than it
isn't. Judas was a hypocrite, and hell is the right place for them. other sinners, as inmates, have with them their share, mt. 24:51. (4.) The doubt was determined by the lot (v. 26), which is an appeal to God, and is legal to be used to determine matters that cannot be otherwise identified, provided that it is made in an official official way, and with prayer, the prayer of faith; for the lot is
thrown in the arms, but their whole mood is of the Lord, Prov. 16:33. Matthias was not ordained by the imposition of hands, as presbyters were, because he was chosen from the lot, which was the act of God; And therefore, as it must be baptized, so be ordained, by the Holy Spirit, as not all were many days later. Thus, the number of apostles consists, as then, when James,
another of the twelve, martyred, Paul became an apostle. Apostolos.
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