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                          TOWN OF MASONVILLE       

 
STATE OF NEW YORK                                                                                                     November 3, 2021 
COUNTY OF DELAWARE 
TOWN OF MASONVILLE 
 
The Town Board of the Town of Masonville was called to order at 7:24 pm. 
 
PRESENT: 
Supervisor: Betty Scott 
Council: Bill Thomas, Jeri Brayman, Karleen DuMond & Steve Roff  
Town Clerk: Linda Bourn 
Highway Superintendent: Chuck Smith 
 
ABSENT: 
 
PUBLIC: 
Present: Steve Tiska, Jen & Gary Scott, Dick Ewain, Neil Brayman, Paul and JoAnn Miller, Larry Jump, Ron Longwell, 
Rodney Wagner, Andrew Pastore, Collin Frost, Chris Lawes, Linda Thomas, Nick Genovese & Robert Basil. 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  
Led by Betty Scott. 
 
Public Meeting called to order at 7:24 to discuss the passing of the 2022 budget and Local Law #1-2022. 
Public meeting adjourned at 7:26. 
Entered back into monthly board meeting at 7:26 
 
MINUTES: 
Motion by Steve Roff, seconded by Bill Thomas to approve the October meeting minutes, all in favor, motion carried. 
 
FLOORTIME: 

1. Steve Tiska asked for an update on the Church St Bridge. Betty spoke to Sue McIntyre at the county on the 
inspection; Sue said that that is not a highway bridge, only a pedestrian bridge and it may not have to be 
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inspected like a highway bridge. Betty will do some research to see if she can find the laws on inspection for 
pedestrian bridge. 

2.  Steve brought up the responsibility of the property owner to clear the sidewalks, if the home owner does not 
shovel then the highway crew will do it and charge the home owner. The problem with that is that it makes a 
greater liability for the town if we start doing it and make it worse, due to ice. The greater liability is for us to 
shovel the sidewalks; we do not have the manpower to be able to do this, this is again a money restriction and if 
we do the sidewalks, we will not have money to do other projects. Steve Roff asked who shoveled the sidewalks 
back when the town took over the sidewalks from the state; Steve replied that was a problem. Wayne did it and 
got in trouble for doing it. Betty asked how much Steve walks on the sidewalks in town; Steve states that he is an 
ombudsman for the town people. Nick Genovese states that if someone falls on the sidewalk the home owner is 
liable.  Steve is asking for the sidewalk law that delegates the responsible to the home owner. Betty said that the 
town is not going to have the highway crew shovel the sidewalks. Betty feels that the town would rather spend 
the money on fixing roads than shoveling sidewalks; it would take years to get that money from the homeowner.  

 
CORRESPONDENCE:  

 
 
 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: 
 Hauled grit to stockpile 
 Sweeping loose stone off new oil stone roads 
 Finished Clark and Lake Cecil projects 
 Rebuilt snowplow turnaround and resurfaced Stillson Rd 
 Fixed creek bank washout on Hellerud Rd 
 Made truck and equipment repairs 
 Replaced stolen Butts and Ivanhoe Rd signs 
 Converted lever to joy stick control on boom mower 
 Installed safety lights on street sweeper 
 Asking the board to OK new lockers because the old ones are rotten and mice are in clothes and boots, Linda 

asked if we are putting out any traps or poison, no they have not done that. Geri thinks we should get an 
exterminator because they are not expensive anymore. 

 When Betty took over for Mike we went over loose end projects that were declined by DEC and Army Corps 
of engineers. They were from the 2011 FEMA claim and have been de-obligated and prepayment needs to 
be repaid. This was done back when Meg was the accountant and there is no record of this money. Betty 
asked Chuck several months ago what the total amount was and this is what it is. Chuck said they just 
emailed it to him. We have 30 days to pay this now. Betty said the money would have been put in the 
highway fund. There is no record of this money being moved anywhere. Chuck thought he would ask Craig, 
Betty already asked him and he does not remember this at all. Betty asked if Chuck worked with soil and 
water. If we work with soil and water they may include more stuff. Chuck said that he applied for a FEMA 
scope of work change and they never sent anyone out to do that. 
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Bill Thomas asked Chuck to explain again that $3,234.80 that Chuck is asking for. He states that there is no 
cost to the town, we get a full reimbursement, and these are for hours worked above his normal work on 
FEMA paperwork. 
We can’t submit our last payment until we approve this invoice from Chuck. Chuck said we will still get 
another check from FEMA for around $8,000.00. Chuck says he went over all this with Mike, years ago. 
When the paper is finalized, we will get the payment. Plan B de-obligate it and send back all the money we 
have received so far.  Chuck needs to let them know as soon as possible. Betty asked when we would get the 
check and Chuck said normally about one month. Betty is asking Chuck for a copy of all of the paperwork to 
back up Chuck’s payment. We will send it to all the board to see before it gets approved for the payment to 
Chuck for the FEMA work. 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 What is going on with the heat, Last year Chuck called Boulder and they never showed up so the propane was 

shut off. We should set the thermostats at 65 degrees. Who installed them for the WIFI, Chuck said it was Beach 
over in Walton. Someone needs to contact them to get the code to be able get the alerts on their phones. 

 
Sidewalks 

 It is too late for this year, so we will need to go out for bid again next year, We still have the grant money and 
that does not expire. 

 Cemetery trees are still planned to be cut as soon as the ground freezes. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 Geri asked about the books that we are ordering for $10.00 each, she wants to know what they are. Betty said 
they are the highway law books; Geri wanted to know if everyone should get one. Betty said it is for the highway 
superintendent. We will order 4 so Geri and Bill will have one and there is one for the office. 

 Motion by Steve Roff would like open limit floor time to 3 minutes, seconded by Bill Thomas all in favor, carried. 
 Betty gave a draft law to the board members to change the Highway Supervisor from elected to appointed 

position. We will move forward with a public hearing in January. We need to make this clear to the community 
and let them have time to submit letters if they choose to weigh in. Then we would pass the resolution for the 
law and then it would be put on the ballot for next November. People would vote yes or no to the decision. This 
would give us the authority to guide Supervisor of what work is being done and make them accountable to the 
board. Geri asked if this is more in favor of the town to have our voters decide instead of five people. Betty 
explained that there is no accountability if someone that is elected and they are not doing the job well you have 
to wait for 2 years to be able to vote them out. If it were appointed you could get someone that is qualified and 
will do a good job, you would interview him or her and select the person that is qualified. In December, if the 
board approves the draft, we will hold a public meeting in January. There are several towns in Chenango County 
that have changed to appointed positions now. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 



 
 
 

Page 4 of 6 
 

 

 Dog Control Officer’s Report: 
 4 Calls 
 Mileage $71.34 
 Betty received a call on Friday from the SPCA about a dog that was taken in on Monday. We are responsible for 

the vet bill for 5 days, they said they tried to call Amy to come and take the dog to the Vet, she refused. They 
agreed to walk the dog across the street to the vet to have this dog looked at. Betty agreed and we have a 
discounted bill from Pet St station. They also said that Amy was being very difficult to work with and if it 
continues, they will not work with us. So, we are going to have an issue with finding a new dog control officer, if 
it comes to that. 

 
 Code Officer’s Report: 

 October $845.00 
 No mileage 
 

SUPERVISOR REPORT: 

 Betty called the Board of Elections today and the votes will not be certified until around November 9th. There 
needs multiple counts that need to happen and it is not an easy quick count. 

 Betty attended multiple meetings at the County; The County will be all moved in the new facility in Walton on 
Monday. 

 The Highway department building in Delhi is moving along schedule. The other two projects are on hold due to 
supply delays. 

 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
#15 Motion by Steve Roff, seconded by Geri Brayman for Local Law fling 2022-1 to override the tax cap, all in favor 
carried. 
 
 
MOTIONS:  
Motion by Bill Thomas, seconded by Steve Roff to pass the 2022 budget, all in favor carried. 
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GENERAL: 

 
 
HIGHWAY: 
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ABSTRACT OF CLAIMS: 
 
Motion by Bill to pay all abstract of claims, seconded by Karleen, all in favor carried. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:57 PM 
 
 

 
_________________________________ 
 
Linda Bourn 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


