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 The film, which is about the last five years of the Indian leader Subhas Chandra's life, also includes his life's story in flashback
sequences. India’s Parliament has on Monday passed a bill to end India’s death penalty for the offence of sedition, after a long-
running campaign by rights activists. The bill, which was passed by the lower house of Parliament earlier this year, will now be

sent to the upper house for approval and is expected to be enacted in time for the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) in March. Although some political parties have opposed the bill on the grounds of “personal liberty”, the

overwhelming sentiment amongst them was that “India should not continue to carry the shame of the hanging of British citizens
for sedition in the name of liberty and human rights”. Sedition in India The punishment of sedition in India dates back to the
British colonial era. It was originally introduced in 1861 and enforced through the colonial penal code. Over the years, it was

amended multiple times to incorporate a whole host of rights-related amendments. But as a reaction to certain public utterances,
the Indian government in 1969 had introduced the law of sedition. It came into effect in the same year, and was subsequently
used to arrest and prosecute several public figures for their speeches in the aftermath of the so-called “Emergency”. Amongst
those arrested and later hanged were the poet, professor and historian Ram Manohar Lohia, who was accused of sedition after
stating that “India can build its own flag” and calling for a “just Pakistan”. India’s current prime minister, Narendra Modi, has
also been accused of sedition during his time as Gujarat’s chief minister, when he had called the Muslim-dominated riots in

Gujarat of 2002 “good communal riots” and had used the phrase “go-to-Pakistan”. Such examples indicate that the application
of sedition law in India has varied widely over the years. The 2019 version The version of sedition law in India today, which was
introduced in 2019, is a significant departure from the previous version. The new law decriminalises sedition and it is no longer

a punishable offence in India. Sedition crimes are instead treated as a civil offence, and individuals who are convicted and
sentenced to imprisonment face a minimum term of one year. In 520fdb1ae7
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