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Olli Pekka Suorsa is an Assistant Professor at Rabdan Academy and a YCAPS Senior Fellow for 

Airpower. Before joining Rabdan Academy, Olli was a Research Fellow in the Maritime Security 

Program of S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS). He holds a Ph.D. in Asian and 

International Studies from the City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK), M.Sc. in Governance and 

Politics from Southeast Asia at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of 

London, and BA in International Relations from the Tallinn University of Technology. Olli’s research 

focuses on airpower, aerospace technology and industry, military modernization in Europe and the 

Asia-Pacific, and international relations in the Asia-Pacific region. He has advised several Southeast 

Asian air forces and delivered presentations at many defense and aerospace exhibitions in the Middle 

East and in Asia on various aspects of airpower and technology. Olli has published widely in leading 

academic journals and other professional outlets, including the Defense Studies, Asia Policy, the War 

on the Rocks, the Diplomat, the National Security, USNI Proceedings, among others. Before 

embarking on his academic career, Olli worked in defense and aerospace industry in Finland. He also 

has a diploma in aircraft maintenance from the Savo Vocational College and the Finnish Air Force 

Technical Training School. Olli brings a wealth of academic and practical expertise to YCAPS, 

underpinning his strong technical and doctrinal understanding of airpower and aerospace technology. 


