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Group Conveners 
 

Property 
david.w.fleming 
@surescribe.com 

David Fleming 01569 767200 

Communication 
peterfsharp 
@tiscali.co.uk 

Peter Sharp 01224 895357 

Pastoral Care   01569 764473  

Music 
david.w.fleming 
@surescribe.com 

David Fleming 01569 767200 

Remembering tomcarniesbl@talktalk.net Jean Carnie 01569 765114 

Social 
rcadd 
@btinternet.com 

Val Cadd 01569 764402 

Lay Reader emerita arma.iles18@gmail.com Arma Iles 01569 764080  

Hall 
Management 

david.w.fleming 
@surescribe.com 

David Fleming 01569 767200 

Weekly Pew Sheet 
peterskinneff 
@yahoo.com 

Diana Peters 
 
01561 362412 

Protection of  
Vulnerable 
Groups Officer 

irenepateson@yahoo.co.uk Irene Paterson 

 
01569 764394 

VESTRY Interim Chair: Peter Sharp 

 
01224 895357 

St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline  
Interim Rector. The Dean, the Very Rev Francis Bridger. 
Church Phone No: 01569 764473  

Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman, 
Tel; 01569-765793  email: anneogorman1@btinternet.com 

The copy deadl ine  for  the  September  Newsletter  i s                                               
Sunday 24th September .                                        Reminders will not be sent out. 
St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven .Scottish Registered Charity No. SC000301 
St Philip’s Episcopal Church, Catterline Scottish Registered Charity No. SC023282 

  

  

 Episcopal Churches of 
St. James’ Stonehaven. 
St. Philip’s Catterline. 

September 2017 

Services at St. James’ & St Philip’s  during  
September 2017 

 
Sundays. 
 9.00 a.m.   Said Eucharist  
10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist 
 
Second Wednesday in the month. 
10.30 a.m. Eucharist and Healing Service 
 
No services at St Philip’s, Catterline until further notice. 
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Day/Date Event 

3rd September. 
12th Sunday          
in Trinity  

9.00 Reserved Sacrament.                   
Pam Levack Moir 
 
10.30 Eucharist. Rev. Jane Nelson 

10th September 
13th Sunday           
in Trinity  

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Songs of Praise.                           
David Fleming/Anne O’Gorman 

13th September  

 

10.30 Reserved Sacrament and Healing 
Service   Arma Iles 

17th September. 
14th Sunday          
in Trinity . 

 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Peter Smart 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Peter Smart 

24th September. 
15th Sunday          
in Trinity  

 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Peter Smart 
 
10.30 Eucharist. Rev Geoffrey Hall  

DIARY NOTES  September 2017 
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Year A  – Readings are from the NRSV of the Bible 

Year B readings begin on Advent Sunday  

10.30 am 
Lessons 1+2 

10.30 am 
Gospel 

Greeter Coffee Rota 

Irene Paterson
  

Richard 
Clark 

Ellie MacLeod
  

Edna Craig 

Diana Peters Val Cadd Anne  
O’Gorman 

Peter Sharp 

    

Heather Grant Ellie  
MacLeod 

David  
Fleming 

Irene  
Paterson 

Richard Clark David  
Fleming 

Diane  
Fleming 

Val Cadd 

Val Cadd Peter Sharp Irene Paterson Harvest 
Lunch 



 

10 

Date 
 

Readings 9.00 am Greeter/
Reader 

3rd September - 
12th Sunday         
in Trinity 

Jer 15.15-21 
Ps 26.1-8 
Ro 12.9-21 
Mt 16.21-28 

Melvin Christie 
  

10th September - 
13th Sunday         
in Trinity 

Songs of Praise 

Ezek 33.7-11 
Ps 119.33-40 
Ro 13.8-14 
Mt 18.15-20 

Doreen Brankin 
   

13th September  
Reserved            
Sacrament and 
Healing Service 

  

17th September - 
14th Sunday         
in Trinity 

Gen 50.15-21 
Ps 103.(1-7)8-13 
Ro 14.1-12 
Mt 18.21-35 

Edna Craig 

24th September - 
15th Sunday         
in Trinity 

Jon 3.10-4.11 
Ps 145.1-8 
Phil 1.21-30 
Mt 20.1-16 

Jean Carnie 

1st October -     
16th Sunday         
in Trinity 

Harvest Festival 

Dt 8.7-18  
Ps 126  
1 T 2.1-7  
Mt 6.25-33 

Doreen Brankin 

Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 
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From Dr Peter Smart 

 

Being with you, staying with you 
 
When Bishop Nigel asked me to be your Interim Ministry Co-
ordinator in December 2014, I assumed this might be for a year 
or so. But I’m still here 30 months on. I now feel that I am part of 
the furniture at both St James’ and St Ternan’s. During these 30 
months, I have nominally remained a member of the                
congregation and Vestry at Montrose. 
 
Just before his retirement, I said to Nigel that I was planning to 
become a permanent part of the two congregations here,        
particularly since I had given a commitment to him and to the 
two Vestries that I would continue as your IMC for the           
foreseeable future. A few weeks ago, I informed the Vestry at    
St Mary’s and St Peter’s of my decision. It was not easy, as I have 
many friends and fond memories there. What I shall probably 
do is go there about once every couple of months as a member of 
the congregation, on one of those Sundays when I am not    
scheduled to do anything here. 
 
On my other ‘spare’ Sundays, I’ll be worshipping with you     
either at St James’ or St Ternan’s, as a member of the               
congregation. I shall try to spread my time as evenly as I can,  
because as IMC I need to show no favours to one or the other. I 
shall also share my gift aid giving equally as well. I have enjoyed 
being made welcome by both congregations, and look forward 
to the day when I can join with you in shouting ‘Alleluia, we’ve 
got a new priest!’ 
 
Blessings to each one of you.  
 
Peter 
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Making optimum use of our churches 

 
I think we would all agree that St James’ and St Ternan’s have 
to do ‘something’ to survive. Otherwise, as the Dean said in his 
sermon on 30 July, within a few years it will literally be a case of 
the last person standing putting out the lights. I know this is 
hard. I’m sure it wasn’t easy for Francis to say it. It’s not easy 
for me to write it. And I don’t know what the answer is, or the 
answers are. But realistically he is right unless … 
 
It is now coming up to 3 years since Maggie retired and we 
have had to be largely self-sufficient in our worship and all the 
ancillary activities we are engaged in. And both churches have 
risen to the challenge big time. But, as several people have said, 
none of us is getting any younger, and we don’t have the        
energy reserves to try new things or to try to get new people 
into our midst. I know how you feel. 
 
We face several major challenges. One is getting in people with 
energy: a priest or missioner or youth worker, or some new 
people in our congregations. Another, which is a big drain on 
the resources in both churches, is our fabric. Another is money, 
without which we can neither contribute to the costs of a rector 
or keep our fabric in tip top condition. Another is knowing just 
what we can do by way of liturgy and worship to attract new-
comers.  
 
As I said just now, I don’t have the answers, I wish I did. But 
perhaps as a relative newcomer you will permit me to say some 
potentially controversial things to get some discussions going. 
Over the next few months I shall try to develop some thoughts 
on the challenges I have referred to. May I start with aspects of 
property which might also help us improve our financial        
situations.  
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Harbour Festival 
 
Many thanks to all who helped with our stall at the Harbour 
Festival. We raised £520, which is £100 more than last year. 
 
Anne 
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Building Progress 
 
The building work is progressing, but not quite as fast as     
scheduled, mainly due to contractors’ weather-related delays.  
The new scaffolding will be installed starting this Monday    
(28th August), but this means that completion might not be until 
into October.  However, this should not have a significant effect 
on the overall project. 
 
Work on the design of the second phase (electrics, plumbing 
etc.) is almost complete, so these works can start as soon as the 
building is re-opened.  I have made up a board which shows all 
that is planned, and it was on display in the hall.  I have put it in 
the church for safekeeping, but if you would like to see it, please 
ask. 
 
That’s the less good news.  The great news is, first, that the  
Province has granted us £20,000 towards the costs, so the       
various cost overruns we have encountered will be less          
worrying.  Other grant applications are still in progress. 
 
Secondly, I have been able to trace the great-grandson of John 
Wardle, who built the organ and was organist and choirmaster 
here for 58 years.  He is Christopher James Sykes Wardle, and he 
lives in Johnshaven!  I have met him, and he was delighted to be 
involved, and has offered the church the wonderful mantelpiece 
clock and vases presented to John in 1907 to mark 25 years’     
service.  They will be a splendid addition to the Exhibition 
Space. 
 
David 
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Like so many churches, St James’ and St Ternan’s are         
generally used for just a couple of hours a week. Is this what 
God would want? As already said, their upkeep and    
maintenance is a major charge against our relatively modest 
incomes. St James’ has an advantage of being a few             
moments’ walk from the town centre, with a separate hall 
that is used heavily by various community groups. It has its 
plans to set up two exhibition spaces once the current          
remedial works are complete. These are opportunities for 
outreach. But what else could be done? 
 
Being more remote from a centre of population, St Ternan’s 
sadly doesn’t have the same opportunities for community 
use. So they have recently taken more of their outreach      
opportunities to the community, using halls in Muchalls and 
Newtonhill. But they do have their pleasant community 
room which could be used for small meetings, and high  
quality kitchen and toilets: something many churches would 
kill for (to use a colloquial phrase!). Both churches are used 
by occasional visitors as a space where they can sit or pray in 
peace and quiet. 
 
But how might both churches (and St Philip’s) be better used, 
for their own activities and for greater outreach to the       
communities they serve? I was reminded of this question 
several times recently. First, when the lay ministries’ training 
day was held at Holy Trinity, Monifieth; then, following the 
funeral for Canon Lisa Eunson at Banchory. At Monifeith we 
used the church flexibly because they have recently removed 
the pews. It was easy to form small discussion groups and to 
re-arrange the furniture as required during the day. At      
Banchory, the congregation, which had filled the Episcopal 
church and hall for the service of celebration for Lisa’s life, 
moved 50 yards along the road to where the funeral tea had 
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been set out in Banchory West Church of Scotland, again because 
they now have a flexible space.  
 
Someone from within our number recently said to me that they 
felt St Philip’s could be ideal for small quiet days if the space was 
more flexible. One or two have commented that they have felt 
more of a family in church recently, when we have had force 
majeur to use the hall. 
 
In Montrose, the Episcopal church has been used as a space for 
Street Pastors during the MoFest and as an exhibition space for 
the Montrose flower and produce show, even though they still 
have pews! And at St James’, we would have hosted the organ 
and pipes concert on 3 August, had the church not been closed 
for safety reasons. 
 
I know I am treading on dangerous ground here with some  
members of both congregations, even daring to raise the issue of 
pews and moveable chairs. I respect the fact that everyone of us 
has a view on such matters. So let me re-assure everyone that I’m 
not suggesting that either church should go rip out their pews, 
because changing the status quo in relation to everything from 
choice of hymns and liturgies (to which the Dean also referred in 
his sermon at the joint service on 30 July) to pews carries with it 
the risk of alienating some members of the church. I certainly 
wouldn’t want to do that. But there may be some compromises: 
for example, leaving sufficient pews to seat our regular             
congregations but removing some at the back (as St Ternan’s has 
already done), to open up space for other activities. There is one 
listed church in Brechin (not St Andrew’s) that is even               
considering putting in some moveable glazed screens to enclose 
the worship space on a Sunday, but to be able to open it up for 
larger services or functions. 
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I feel that from time to time, every church needs to review 

whether there are further ways of enhancing how their        

buildings and other resources can be used as a means of out-

reach and mission to the wider benefit of the communities in 

which they are situated. That’s all for now. Next time, human 

resources. 

Peter Smart 

 

Harvest  
 
The harvest lunch of soup, cheese and fruit will follow the 
10.30am service on Sunday 1st October.  Please sign the list if 
you would like to attend the lunch (£5 adult, children £3) which 
will only be available at services during September.   
 
The Senior Harvest Service will be held in the hall at 2.30pm on 
Wednesday 4th October followed by afternoon tea.  We invite 
residents from the care homes and sheltered housing complexes 
in Stonehaven but everyone is welcome.  Please let either Jean 
Carnie or Stella Wilson know if you are planning to come. 
 
As the Harvest Service will be in the hall this year we will have 
to wait until next year to decorate the church with flowers.  
However, we would be delighted to receive gifts of tins or dried 
goods at the service on 1st October. 
 
Val Cadd (Social and Flower Convenor) 
 

 


