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Services at St. James’ & St Philip’s  during  
October 2017 

 
Sundays. 
 9.00 a.m.   Said Eucharist  
10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist 
 
Second Wednesday in the month. 
10.30 a.m. Eucharist and Healing Service 
 
No services at St Philip’s, Catterline until further notice. 
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Day/Date Event 
1st October  
16th Sunday  
in Trinity 
Harvest Festival  
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 

8th October  
17th Sunday  
in Trinity  
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Songs of Praise.  
David Fleming/Anne O’Gorman 

11th October  

 

10.30 Reserved Sacrament and  
Healing Service    
Arma Iles 

15th October.  
18th Sunday  
in Trinity. 
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Peter Smart 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Peter Smart 

22nd October.  
19th Sunday  
in Trinity  
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Peter Smart 
10.30 Eucharist. Rev Denise Herbert 
(Joint service at St James')  

29th October.  
20th Sunday  
in Trinity  

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 

DIARY NOTES  October 2017 
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10.30 am 
Lessons 1+2 

10.30 am 
Gospel 

Greeter Coffee Rota 

Val Cadd Peter Sharp Irene Paterson Harvest 
Lunch 

Ellie MacLeod Heather 
Grant 

Diana Peters Diane  
Fleming 

Anne  
O'Gorman 

Irene  
Paterson 

Diane  
Fleming 

Doreen  
Brankin 

Heather Grant Peter Sharp Peter Sharp Edna Craig 

David Fleming Richard 
Clark 

Stella Wilson Irene  
Paterson 

Heather Grant Val Cadd Anne Sproul Peter Sharp 
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Date 
 

Readings 9.00 am Greeter/
Reader 

1st October - 16th 
Sunday in Trinity 

Harvest Festival 

Dt 8.7-18  
Ps 126  
1 T 2.1-7  
Mt 6.25-33 

Doreen Brankin 

8th October - 17th 
Sunday in Trinity 

Songs of Praise 

Is 5.1-7 
Ps 80.7-14 
Phil 3.4b-14 
Mt 21.33-46 

Edna Craig 

15th October - 18th 
Sunday inTrinity  

Is 25.1-9 
Ps 23 
Phil 4.1-9 
Mt 22.1-14 

Melvin Christie 

22nd October- 19th 
Sunday in Trinity 

Is 45.1-7 
Ps 96.1-9(10-13) 
1 Th 1.1-10 
Mt 22.15-22 

Jean Carnie 

29th October - 20th 
Sunday in Trinity 

Lev 19.1-2,15-18 
Ps 1 
1 Th 2.1-8 
Mt 22.34-46 

Melvin Christie 

5th November- 21st 
Sunday in Trinity 

All Saints Day 

Rev 7.9-17  
Ps 34.1-10  
1 Jn 3.1-3  
Mt 5.1-12 

Doreen Brankin 

Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 
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From Dr Peter Smart 
 
The other day I groaned, as Margaret and I drove into Boot’s car park 
at the Bridge of Dee, ‘just look at that rain! Rain! Rain! And more rain!’ 
Then I thought to myself, ‘really, what have we got to moan about? 
What about the millions displaced by the monsoons in Nepal, India 
and Bangladesh? Or the millions affected by Hurricanes Harvey and 
Irma? Or those left homeless and bereaved by the earthquake in  
Mexico?’ Many of these places seem remote from us, here is the UK. 
But for Margaret and me, many offer memories of holidays, business 
trips and visits to friends.  
 
On one business trip, I visited Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh. A city 
of contrasts, small enclaves of enormous wealth (by Bangladeshi 
standards) cheek by jowl with abject poverty and worse. The make- 
shift slums, sharing an occasional stand pipe for clean water, on the 
road to the state of the art CIBA Geigy pharmaceutical plant. My plush 
room in the Sonargaon Hotel overlooking acres of shanties eight floors 
below. If that’s life in the city, what will life for most be like in the  
areas most affected by the flooding Brahmaputra river? 
 
Or the Caribbean islands of St Maarten, Anguilla and Tortola, which 
we have had the privilege to visit on several occasions, laid waste by 
Irma. The clapper board Methodist Church in Philipsburg, St Maarten, 
where we worshipped. The shops where we shopped. The bars where 
we ate. The hotel we stayed in. And most critically, the homes of the 
local populations and the infrastructure that has been destroyed. Irma 
made no distinction between the rich and the poor of the islands. Her 
winds and waves have decimated them. They rely heavily on tourism 
for their incomes but where does the rebuilding priority lay now?  
Reconstructing the homes, the electricity and water services, the air-
port and harbours? Or the tourism facilities without which the  
national income will plummet? 
 
Finally, Houston, where we have stayed with friends several times: a 
city that several in the congregation will know, and the coastal area of 
Texas, ravaged by Harvey. Let us remember all these places and the 
people who live in them in our prayers, and offer our thanks to the 
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Lord for our changeable but largely benign patterns of weather the 
next time we are tempted to moan about the rain/the heat/the wind/
the … (please fill in the blanks). Amen 

Blessings to each one of you.  
 
Peter 
 

Making optimum use of our churches 
 
Episode 2: People matters 
 
Last month, I set out some potentially controversial thoughts about 
what we might do to make fuller use of our premises. This month, I 
want to think – less controversially, I hope – about the contribution 
members of the two congregations make to our ministry and then try 
to assess some of the areas where I’m sure we need additional help to 
enhance what we already do. 
 
Let me start by saying that both St James’ and St Ternan’s are blessed 
by the skills and commitment that so many people contribute to  
ministry. You only have to look at the rotas in the monthly magazines 
to see that the vast majority of our members are engaged in one or 
more aspects of ministry: worship leading, preaching, scripture  
reading, leading prayers of intercession, serving, administering the 
chalice, making tea, cleaning our churches, arranging the flowers, and 
many other tasks that go unsung and often without appropriate 
recognition. Not to mention being property convenor or treasurer or 
Vestry chairperson or secretary, or editor of the monthly magazine or 
weekly pew sheet: the list goes on. My apologies if I have left out any 
contribution that you make, that I have not listed. None of these tasks 
is easy and many are very time consuming, for which we have to say 
a big ‘thank you’ to those involved. 
 
I’ve said before that I am personally grateful, as Interim Ministry  
Co-ordinator, that when I’m on duty, leading worship, or preaching, 
or administering the Sacrament, I can come into the church and know 
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I do believe that sometimes stepping down, back, away, or however 
one may like to describe making space, for others to come through, or, 
for better balance in our lives, can do more for progression than  
keeping place. God is gracious and the flow of His purpose for us all, 
in church life, working life and in our families, is what I believe must 
remain central in all our prayers and meditations. 
 
Love always 
 
Pam 
 
Notices 
 
Dunottar Church Guild would welcome any members of St James’ 
who would like to attend their meetings. The next two are: 
· 10th October. “Feed the minds. Breaking the cycle of FGM in 

Kenya.” Speaker Marjorie Clark. 
· 14th November. “The life of Violet Jacob” Speaker Sheila Mann. 
Meetings are at 7.30 pm in St Bridget’s Hall. 
 
The Annual General Meeting of St James’ and St Philip’s will be held 
on 19th November after the 10.30 service. All reports to be sent to 
Anne by 15th October. 
 
Harvest  
 
The Senior Harvest Service will be held in the hall at 2.30pm on 
Wednesday 4th October followed by afternoon tea.  We invite  
residents from the care homes and sheltered housing complexes in 
Stonehaven but everyone is welcome.  Please let either Jean Carnie or 
Stella Wilson know if you are planning to come. 
 
Val Cadd 
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£5,000 from Woolfson Church Care. 
£15,828 from the Suez Landfill Trust. 
There is a total shortfall at present of £8,000. 
David has applied for additional grants from the Province, European 
Leader Fund and another landfill company. 
 
Hall:  The catch on the toilet door has been broken.  A temporary  
repair has been done. 
Garden:  Irene is to ask Ewan to do an additional tidy up of the  
Garden of Rest. 
 
Fund Raising/Social 
There was a very enjoyable outing to the St Drostan’s Diocesan  
barbecue.  Our stall raised £195.  The coffee morning raised £514. 
 
AOCB 
Arma asked if everyone who needed a key to the side door of the 
church had one, as she understood that Pam did not have one. 
 
Next Meeting:   4th September 2017 
 
Thanks 
 
Dear All, 
 
Thank you for the kind words I’ve received since indicating that I 
would be stepping down from serving duties as of 1st Oct. Part of 
that decision was because weekend home and family time was  
becoming compromised. However I would ever wish to be part of the 
progressing new ways ahead for our churches in whatever role that 
may be. I’m sure God has purpose for all of us in this … spreading 
loads, giving of talents, sharing concerns, maintaining true fellow-
ship, to name but a few areas for new growth and expansion. Also 
making sure that we keep ourselves and our relationships well, both 
personal and extended, so that Love has a chance always to heal, 
bring/restore harmony and peace where there has been brokenness. 
In short, to be at the heart of all we do.  
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that everything will be set up for me. There is a long history of  
contribution and collaboration in our respective ministries that has 
not been evident in some of the congregations that I have served.  
 
The upside of where we are at is that during the inter-regnum we 
have been able to offer our established patterns of worship Sunday 
by Sunday largely from within our own resources. We have  
maintained our numbers – and even shown little signs of growth 
here and there. The ship is afloat and still pointing in the right  
direction, thanks to the crew, to use a naval metaphor. 
 
But we mustn’t take for granted that we, or our fellow members in 
the body of Christ, will always be able, or want, to continue doing 
what they are doing now. We have several colleagues who feel that 
they need to hand some responsibilities to others, but so far with 
little success. The problem is that when you make a success of a job 
in church no one else wants to take over. Pray for those who are 
seeking a successor and respect their wishes.  
 
Then, more than once I’ve heard the comment, ‘none of us is getting 
any younger’. I know! I’m a member of the same club! As I passed 
my 70th a few weeks ago, I was accused of single-handedly  
increasing the average age of our congregations! What a good job 
we can have a laugh at each other’s expense from time to time. 
 
But seriously, whilst we are keeping Sunday services going, there 
are things we are not managing to do. One of those is sustaining a 
mid-week Communion at St James’ every week. Another is not  
offering any services at St Philip’s. We have had to draw back from 
participating in the rota to run services in residential homes in 
Stonehaven for the time being. I’m not sure to what extent we are 
managing to maintain our pastoral obligations, to look after each 
other and those members of our communities that are in need in 
any way. I suggest there may be some of you reading this who 
would be interested in learning more about pastoral tasks or leading 
worship in residential homes, or taking on some new role in the 
church, to help spread the load. If this applies to you, please let me 
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know and we’ll see how we can help. 
 
And then comes the big challenge. It seems to me, sadly, that we’re 
not really in a strong position to keep a critical mass of worshippers 
at both churches beyond the short term. Yet isn’t mission what Jesus 
commands of us? He was talking to us, as well as the eleven  
disciples, when he said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all  
nations” (Matthew 28 v19). 
 
This, I sense, is one area we should look to any new priest or leader 
to help us with, if we are to survive as worshipping communities in 
both places much beyond the next five or ten years. The problem is, 
what we do now might not be what potential newcomers are looking 
for to fulfil their spiritual needs. Some of us have discussed, for  
example, how it is that the non-denominational community churches 
springing up around the place are able to gather crowds of up to 300 
to worship every week, whilst traditional denominational churches 
at best have static congregations. Maybe we need to find out? Not, I 
assure you, that I am suggesting that we should exactly mirror what 
they are doing. If we did, we should not be true to our heritage as 
Episcopalians. But there may be things that they do that we could 
learn from.  
 
Next month I shall focus on liturgy and worship, and ask questions 
as to whether there are things we might do (within the strictures of 
canon law) that would enable us to attract new folk in church to help 
sustain our community. Our forebears in this part of Aberdeenshire 
didn’t have an easy time being Episcopalians, yet they survived     
persecution, built new churches, and grew in numbers. As their heirs, 
can we afford to be the generation that brings to an end their hard-
fought for heritage? 

 
Peter Smart 
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Worship 
An email had been received from Pam Levack-Moir saying that, as 
from 1st October, she wishes to stand down as server/Eucharistic  
assistant.  Anne will send a message of thanks to Pam. 
Arma said she was happy to cover the 9 am service when Peter is not 
on the rota. 
David said that he had been looking at the possibility of a light/
darkness theme for a songs of praise service. 
 
Fabric 
Church: David will put up a board during events and services in the 
hall showing the proposed layout of the exhibition space. 
Section 1:   Due to finish in mid-September.  The steeplejacks are due 
next week.  This section will include roof repairs, sealing leaks on the 
roof, improving drainage, stabilising stonework.  Treatment of dry rot, 
woodworm, replacement of part of the main roof timbers, protective 
guards on the stained glass windows. 
Section 2:  Due to finish by Christmas 2017.  This will include new 
electric heaters both under pews and overhead.  WiFi to be installed in 
church (for the exhibition) and also in the hall.  Hand rails for the  
pulpit steps, installation of a visitor counter (Canon 35 permission has 
been received for this.) 
New toilet and hand basin, new sink and surface in the church office.  
Energy saving LED lights. 
Section 3:  Due to be finished Summer 2018.  Exhibition space in south 
west corner of church to display history from 1688 and some  
historically important pewter ware, silverware and bibles that we  
possess.  Space in the north west corner to celebrate the work of John 
Wardle and the Wadsworth organ company.  An organ is being built 
to demonstrate how an organ works, there will an interactive 
smartphone app to give information on points of the church. 
David is hoping to move the notice board to the other side of the gate, 
enabling people coming over the White Bridge to see the board easily.  
He also hopes to get the path from the gate to the hall concreted. 
 
Church Grants:   
HLF bid £157,000 with a £16,000 contingency. 
The extra cost for the dry rot is £18,000 leaving a £2,000 shortfall. 
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help us develop our plan for the way forward. An update will be  
provided when we start our meetings with Kerry. 
 

Vestry Minutes 1st August 2017 
 
Matters Arising 
David reported that the back door to the church has been fixed. 
The fridge in the hall has been cleaned and checked. 
The hall fire door and notice board will be attended to during the  
current works. 
Peter is to put out a request in the newsletter for a volunteer for  
advertising. 
 
Correspondence 
A letter detailing changes to the Code of Canons agreed at General 
Synod: 
Canon 22- of Divine Worship and Administration of the Sacraments 
and other Rites and ceremonies of the church. 
Canon 31- of the Solemnisation of Holy Matrimony. 
Canon 63- of the Office of the Lay Representative. 
An email from Peter Smart about a Lay Ministries Training Day 
booked for 28th October in St James Church Hall.  Peter has asked if 
the Social Committee can provide lunch and this has been agreed. 
The Joint Vestry meeting with the Dean will be on 12th September at 
7pm at St Ternans. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Main Account    £27,070.78 
Fabric Fund Account     £9,693.35 
Buildings Account   £50,759.49 
St Philips       £1,218.87 
 
Report on St James 
It was suggested that the times of services and the themes for Songs of 
Praise are advertised on Facebook. 
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In Praise of Pews 
 
Peter Smart’s article last month stirred me out of post-viral lethargy 
to write a paean of praise to pews.   
 
There is nothing to compare with the sense of history occasioned by 
sitting in wooden pews regarding the exquisite symmetry of the 
building, listening to the silence and contemplating the past  
generations of posteriors which have graced the polished wood.   
Sitting in a pew makes you think back to those who have gone  
before, their history, their troubles, their triumphs.  It is a sacred 
space.  Pews encourage contemplation, as well as giving the  
worshipper somewhere to put their hymnbooks.  No doubt  
removing them gives space but think carefully what disappears in 
the mad rush to be modern and inclusive. 
 
Pews may not be the last word in comfort but wood is more  
forgiving than the stained, stackable plastic chair which on a cold 
day is comfortless, and on a hot day encourages a soggy bottom  
faster than Bake Off.  For people of ‘traditional build’ (in Alexander 
McCall Smith’s words) a pew is the answer, not a spindly, plastic 
waiting room chair of dubious provenance with trip-worthy legs.   
 
Circumstances have meant we have had to use the church hall for 
services. It has been all right as an emergency measure but, for me, it 
has led to a ‘pause in prayer’.  The hall is not conducive to prayer, 
contemplation, silence or peace.  This is in part due to the chairs.  
They are noisy when moved, everyone is sitting too close, there is no 
room for books or papers, there is no ‘sacred space’.   
 
I look forward to regaining a place in the pews amidst the cloud of 
unseen worshippers waiting patiently for us to rejoin them.  No 
doubt an architect designing a church today would not consider 
pews – but look at what some modern architects have designed and 
reflect.  Pews are beautiful, remove them and beauty, heritage, calm 
and a sacred space go too. 
Diane J Fleming 
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 Another view 
 
I have just read Peter Smart’s thoughts entitled “Making optimum 
use of our churches” in September’s magazine and thought I would 
share my own thoughts.  I am a very traditional worshipper and am 
one of a tiny minority who enjoys getting onto their knees to pray in 
church. However, I have to agree with Peter that something needs to 
be done to make our beautiful churches into more usable spaces 
where many more members of the community can enjoy them as 
much as we do. 
 
Back in July, I was in Philadelphia for my son’s wedding.  On the 
Sunday before the wedding, I really wanted and needed to be in 
church so I googled ‘Episcopal Church in central Philly’ and set off 
for the 9am service but only to find the church locked up and no  
service.  Frustrated and still eager to be in church, I googled the  
nearest one to where I was standing and ended up attending The 
Freedom Church which was taking place in a nearby theatre. 
I took my place in the back row of the upper tier and listened to the 
preachers on the stage. Then they advised there would be  
communion. I was intrigued as to how they were going to get  
communion to 150 people in a two tiered darkened theatre.   
 
Cleverly they had helpers on both tiers handing out pre-filled sealed 
communion cups containing the bread on top and the wine below. 
As the preacher blessed each element each communicant took their 
bread and then their wine. What an easy solution to a logistical  
problem.  Perhaps this is more widespread than I knew, but I was 
impressed. I thoroughly enjoyed the service, enjoyed partaking of 
communion and being able to pray quietly within the dimmed lights 
of the theatre.  I did not feel I was missing anything. 
 
So, I suppose I am saying that although I have been worshipping on 
my knees at St James for over 50 years and genuinely love my 
church, I am confident that even with changes/modernisation, St 
James can still be a successful place to worship. 
 
Irene 
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Starting to find a way forward? 

 
On 12 September the Vestries of St James’ and St Ternan’s had a joint 
meeting with the Dean, Very Rev Dr Francis Bridger, to discuss how 
both congregations might find a first step out of our current inter-
regnum. Here’s a brief summary of the meeting. 
 
First, Francis asked members of the two Vestries ‘where do you want 
your church to be in five years’ time?’ Everyone agreed ‘still open’ or 
‘surviving’, whilst some added more optimistically ‘showing signs of 
growth’. Francis then asked the average age of the two congregations, 
and for an indication of the age of the youngest and oldest members, to 
give him a picture of our demographics. Francis did give us an  
assurance that we are not alone in having the challenge of an aging 
congregation. 
 
The next question was ‘where do you think you could do better as a 
church?’ The consensus seemed to be that we need to be more outward 
looking, to those in our communities in need of physical and spiritual 
support. There was a view that we have become too wrapped up in 
our own affairs as a church to the detriment of relationships with other 
churches and with meeting people on their own ground. The final 
comment at this stage was that both churches feel isolated from the 
rest of the diocese because for just about every other aspect of life  
people in Stonehaven and northwards look to Aberdeen, not Dundee. 
If all this sounds a bit pessimistic, at least the two Vestries have an idea 
of what the challenges are that we face. Francis then told us that the 
Diocesan Council (the senior decision-making body in the diocese) has 
decided that the way forward across the diocese is likely to involve 
creating ‘clusters’ or groups of congregations to give every  
congregation access to an ordained person for priestly duties, who 
would in turn work with lay people from the various churches in the 
cluster to support our worship, pastoral outreach and mission. 
 
In conclusion, Francis promised to ask Rev Capt Kerry Dixon, the head 
of the diocesan centre for mission, to work with the two Vestries, to 


