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... to the Maastricht edition of the Dutch Global Health Film
Festival. Documentaries are a powerful medium to show realities
of life, to stimulate discussion on health issues and to inspire
action. After a successful first edition in Maastricht last year, the
festival is back for the second time.
 
This film festival aims to bring people together around issues in
global health through film and dialogue. Together with experts
from around the world, we will explore themes such as
environmental health, ageing and technology, non-communicable
diseases, lobbying and activism, public health crises, and more. 
 
We hope you enjoy the day ahead!
 
 
 

WELCOME

Our team wants to promote 

sustainability!

Enjoy today's vegetarian food

and no plastic in sight!



TODAY'S HOST 
MINA STANIKIĆ

notable workshops for young critics, such as Talents Sarajevo,
Warsaw FIPRESCI critics project and IATC workshop for theatre
critics. At the moment, besides writing research protocol for her
master’s thesis, Mina is writing and publishing in Film Center
Serbia’s outlet Filmoksopija. In the future she intends to exchange
her current job in pharmaceutical industry for a more research
oriented position.

Mina Stanikić is a doctor of
medicine from Serbia and
currently a masters student of
epidemiology at the Faculty of
Health, Medicine and Life
Sciences at Maastricht University.
Along with her formal education,
Mina has been pursuing a side-
career as a film and theatre critic.
She is an alumna of several 
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The award-winning director Damon Gameau addresses practical
solutions to environmental concerns with the hope that the
filmmaker's daughter, 21 years old in the year 2040, will face a
hopeful future. On a global journey to meet innovators in the areas of
economics, technology, civil society, agriculture, education and
sustainability, Gameau tries to identify already existing solutions,
that could help improving the health of our planet and societies. 2040
tells a story of hope and positive vision that humanity could reverse
global warming and improve the health and lives of every living in
the process.

2  4 

Damon Gameau • 2019
92 min 
English spoken 

 

Moderators: Esther Jurgens
and Jendrik Dedow



P IM  MARTEN S  |  PHD

change and health. Dr. Martens is a Fulbright New Century Scholar
within the programme ‘Health in a Borderless World’  and winner of
the Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel-Forschungspreis. Pim Martens has been
a research professor at ETH Zürich, Switzerland, Leverhulme
professor at Aberystwyth University, Wales, and visiting professor at
Leuphana University Lüneburg (Germany). Finally, Pim Martens is
founder of  AnimalWise, a  “think and do tank” integrating scientific
knowledge and animal advocacy to bring about sustainable change in
our relationship with animals.

He is a professor of Sustainable
Development at Maastricht University.
He is the (founding) Director of the
Maastricht University Graduate School
of Sustainability Science (MUST), and is
project-leader and principal
investigator of several projects related
to sustainable development and
sustainability science in the context of
human animal relationships, climate



S E RDAR TÜRKE L I  |  PHD ,  M SC

technology and innovation (STI), STI policies and their governance.
Dr. Türkeli is the co-coordinator and academic advisor of the "Social
Entrepreneurship and Public Policy" specialisation track of the Master
of Science Programme  Public Policy and Human Development  at
the  Maastricht Graduate School of Governance/UNU-MERIT.   Dr.
Türkeli is the co-founder of Science, Innovation, Technology,
Entrepreneurial Engagement for Societal Welfare (SITE4Society)
initiative, creating physical spaces for learning. He is Member of the
Steering Board of Innovation for Sustainable Development Network:
Global Network of Networks (networked spaces for learning).

Dr. Serdar Türkeli conducts policy
research and development at the
United Nations University - Maastricht
Economic and Social Research
Institute on Innovation and
Technology (UNU-MERIT). He applies
quantitative and/or qualitative
methods to critical political economy
and policy issues related to multi-
scalar governance of science, 



EL SUSTO

Mexico’s Number One Killer is not cartels. It is Type 2 Diabetes. El
Susto (The Shock) tells the story of how courageous public health
activists in Mexico stirred a giant, the powerful beverage industry
“Big Soda”, when they took action to reduce sugary drink
consumption, with sobering and inspiring lessons for the rest of the
world. Mexican activists and experts in the field tell the story of soft
drink companies promoting their harmful products through
marketing and political strategies and block public health and food
policy efforts. Eventually, El Susto illustrates Mexico's soda tax
success, as the first one worldwide.

Karen Akins • 2019
75 min 
English, and
Spanish spoken 
English subtitles

Moderator: Lorenzo De Min



J O S E  L U I S  F L O R E S  |  MD ,  M SC

National Institute of Astrophysics, Optics and Electronics (Mexico),
helping in the development of non-invasive instruments for the
diagnosis of Diabetes and its complications. Besides research, Dr.
Flores is interested in the achievement of the ‘gap issue’.  He worked
with the international organization Teach For All-MX, teaching natural
sciences in schools located in high-need area. He also participated in
several education seminars and courses in Washington D.C and New
York. He is currently a PhD candidate at the University of Groningen. 

He has worked on the prediction of the
incidence of type 2 diabetes,
hypertension and the progression of
diabetic kidney disease. Dr. Flores
obtained the MSc degree in Medical
Sciences Diabetes at the University of
Glasgow UK   and conducted research
on genomics and obesity at The
University of Helsinki. Dr. Flores also
has a close collaboration with The 



CLAUDIA ROKX |  PHD

women and improving children’s nutritional status. In 2018 she
founded the Height and Minds Foundation which aims to give all
children a fair chance for a healthy and productive life by preventing
chronic malnutrition in infancy. She holds a PhD in Governance and
International Nutrition from the University of Maastricht, the
Netherlands.

She is a public health and nutrition
expert who has worked extensively on
health and nutrition policies and
programs in more than 30 countries.
She worked for 24 years as a lead
health expert for the World Bank being
posted in Washington DC, Jakarta, and
Moscow. Prior to joining the World
Bank, she managed a local NGO in the
Dominican Republic empowering 



MEET THE MILLENNIALS

The documentary series Meet the Millennials reveals an exciting
Asian generation that has found its voice and is ready to use it. It is
told in a loose and humouristic road-movie style by the presenters
Lucas De Man (BE/NL) and Hyunsin Kim (DE/KOR). Today we will
view the third episode, "The New Human"... The robots have arrived.
How will they change, or even replace, humanity? What will our
future look like? DNA modification might make it possible to live to a
healthy 150 years – but do we even want to? This documentary is part
of the Project Hello Asia, a multimedia art project that portrays the
millennial generation in Asia.

25 min 
English, Korean, and
Japanese spoken 
English subtitles

 

THE NEW HUMAN

Juep van Osch • 2019

Moderator: Mina Stanikic



ROO S  VERHE I J E N  |  MD

high levels of quality and to keep costs within limits. In the discussion
on healthy ageing Roos expects that senior citizens (and their families)
will have to take more responsibility (including cost) for their personal
care while growing old. A great advantage is that they will be able to
take personal action and make individual choices. The discrepancy in
political ideologies (social versus liberal) concerning the
responsibility of national and local authorities in sharing the costs of
cure and care will most probably decrease in the near future.

Roos is an adviser in care policy and
quality control. She works in elderly
care (Vitalis WoonZorg Groep
Eindhoven/Heerlen) after having
worked for 14 years as a business
consultant in the profit sector. Roos has
special interest in development of the
cure and care in the Netherlands,
especially in the financial aspects. Great
efforts are constantly made to maintain



MEHRDAD S E I RA F I  |  PHD

Maastricht University. His main focus is to treat mental difficulties
such as depression, anxiety, and addiction by combining the latest
neuroscience findings and the most advanced technologies such as
wearables, virtual reality, and brain stimulation.

Mehrdad is an entrepreneur and
innovator in the field of neurotech and
mental health. He is both a physicist and
neuroscientist by training. Prior to
starting his own company, EmoSys, he
has worked as a neuroscience
researcher at the RIKEN Brain institute in
Japan, Tata Institute in India, La Sapienza
in Italy, Erasmus hospital in Belgium and
cognitive neuroscience department at 



OUR SPONSORS



THANK YOU!
We hope you enjoy the film festival!
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