
GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

From Fear to Freedom 
 

The disciples had good reason to be afraid.  Their teacher, perceived as a threat 
to social, political, and religious order, had just been crucified; now with rumors 
swirling about his mysterious resurrection, it wasn’t clear if Jesus’ followers 
would face the same dire fate on a cross.  Today, most of us, fortunately, can live 
without fear regarding when and where we are able to worship.  At the same 
time, when we take a moment to look at the world around us, it doesn’t take long 
to notice what a strong influence fear has on our lives. 
 

Fear not of things like tornadoes or spiders or bats, but rather fear of things that 
keep our hearts closed off from others and God and that keep our truest selves 
locked up inside.  As it was for the disciples in today’s reading, our unaddressed 
fears can get in the way of our recognizing what Jesus is doing in our midst. They 
turn us in toward ourselves rather than outward toward those who could be 
blessed by our gifts and who need our care and love.  They keep us from growing 
in our relationship with God and as the people God has created us to be. 
 

Although it can be scary to acknowledge our fear of being inadequate or of losing 
control or of being alone, or whatever our deepest fear may be, when we do, 
that’s when something powerful can happen.  A sense of peace and joy is never 
far away.  Not only are we released from our fear, but giving voice to our fears 
can set others free from theirs as well. 
 

When Jesus appeared to those first disciples locked together behind closed 
doors, he came offering peace, and he breathed on them the Holy Spirit.  In that 
moment their lives were changed—forever, and for good.  The same is true for 
us when we dare to surrender our fears to God and embrace God’s future for us 
with courage. 

Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11, 2021 
 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play 
in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious 
Gospel of John.  Today we gather with the disciples on the first 
Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us.  With Thomas we ask 
for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. 

From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, 
peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude Song                                           “I Am Free” 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 

Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
 

To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Song                           “How Can I Keep from Singing” 
 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s 
resurrection.  By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show 
the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

Children’s Word 
 
First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian 
community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who 
were in need. 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 133 

How good and how pleasant it is, 
when kindred live together in unity! 
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
upon the beard of Aaron, 
flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: 
life forevermore. 

 
Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check.  The reality of God is light, but our confessed 
reality has been sin.  God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we 
live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  Opening our hearts to him! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Jesus is our king! 

 
Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples.  His words to Thomas 
offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 

Worship Leaders 
 

Ushers: Yvonne Lind & Elaine Waxberg 
Song & Prayer Leaders: Praise Band 

Lector: Shari Schlagel 
Acolyte: Natalie Rood 

Communion Assistants: Maureen Sybrant, Linda Tripp, Alissa Zeltinger 
Altar Guild: Sue Griffin & Pam Meissner 



Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; 
Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1573; renewers of the church 

Monday, April 19, 2021 
These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then 
returned to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms.  Olavus 
published a catechism and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended 
the office of bishop and later became one. 
 

Readings for the Week 
 

Monday Psalm 135 
Tuesday Daniel 6:1-28 

Wednesday Isaiah 26:1-15 
Thursday Psalm 4 

Friday 1 John 2:26-28 
Saturday Luke 22:24-30 

Third Sunday of Easter Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 

 
 

Devotional Music Links 
 

For your individual or group devotion, you may choose to listen to the following 
choral recordings made available through Augsburg Fortress: 

This Joyful Eastertide 
https://youtu.be/DHpnX1ma90A 

 
Easter Anthem in Celtic Style: Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands 

https://youtu.be/DnGUMLJzmHs 
 

I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
https://youtu.be/LjfBphyfkBg 

The gospel is announced: 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Song of the Day                     “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever” 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering 
Our offering is a collection of money for the church's mission, including the care of those in need, 
as a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's gifts.  Your offering 
and “Count Me In” may be placed in the basket as you come forward for communion. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe... 
 

Praise to you...  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed... 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup... 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life... 
...Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us... 
...Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

After each prayer: 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



With your holy ones of all times and places... 
...now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion 
We celebrate at an open communion table.  All who hear our Lord's invitation are welcome to 
participate.  You will be dismissed by family group to receive the bread and wine at the altar 
rail.  Children who have received age-appropriate instruction are welcome to commune.  If 
participating from your vehicle, please pull up to the church entrance with the driver's side 
facing the front door. 
 
Communion Songs 

                                                 “We Fall Down” 
 

                                             “Word of God Speak” 

Table Blessing 
 
Prayer after Communion 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 
your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that 
we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song                                     “Your Grace Is Enough” 
 
Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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