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All These N----- is My Sons

Contextualized through the Black feminist lens, this work will identify and celebrate the 

Black mothers of some of hip hop and raps greatest lyricists and entertainers. Parental 

involvement is strongly associated with various academic and other achievements among 

African American children. Particularly, the involvement of the Black mother. The involvement 

and influence of Black mothers have not only heavily influenced Black culture but that of hip 

hop and rap culture. Black mothers such as Dr. Donda West (Kanye West), Afeni Shakur 

(Tupac), Cheryl I. Harris (Earl Sweatshirt), and Dr. Brenda Greene (Talib Kwali) have all 

challenged the status quo by not only mothering Black sons in modern day America but doing so 

while accomplishing the feat of becoming also as respected leaders as: cultural and political 

activists, profound academics and radical race theory. These powerful women have been 

instrumental in the development of their sons’ careers and overall lyrical prowess. As Black 

mothers begin to tackle the status quo, there has been a development in hip hop and rap as an era 

of Black affluence enters. It is a rewriting of the narrative that Black mothers drain resources and 

are the detriment of society and the advancement of Blackness. 

Motherhood seems to be the pinnacle of womanhood. For most Black women, the ability 

to create, nurture, and provide for their progeny holds boundless personal, cultural, and social 

significance. Although racism, sexism, and classism frequently make motherhood difficult,  

becoming a mother is one of the most salient personal and social identity symbols for many 

Black women. Especially when the act of becoming a mother for Black women is overtly 
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dangerous. There are high mortality rates in Black mothers. Black mothers are three times more 

likely than their other counterparts to die in childbirth and postpartum even within modern and 

Western medicine. These deaths are only the ones that have been documented. It is not to 

account for the many ancestors who gave their lives to bring forth new life. 

My journey to motherhood has not been traditional. While I have a three year old son, I 

did not carry him in my womb. He is adopted. The situation in which his adoption came about is 

very interesting, however, he is my son nonetheless. I was blessed to be at his birth and my 

husband and I were able to name him--Legacy Parker Kanye. My son whose essence is rooted in 

hip hop. Legacy being named for the title of a song from rapper Jay Z’s 4:44 album where he 

discusses the actual legacy of the Carter family. His middle name Parker Kanye coming from my 

best friend who we both grew up together and in our love for Black culture and music even 

learning to sample and play the piano together and obviously Kanye for THE Kanye West. While 

having to learn the innate things that come along with being a parent. It has been quite the 

journey learning how to raise a Black boy especially in these modern times. When school 

districts are debating the instruction of Critical Race Theory, realizing that this is simply history 

and knowledge that I’ll have to enrich my own child eventually. 

Black feminist theory is the notion of intersectionality, a term coined by Kimberlé 

Crenshaw in 1989 that explained the unique and oppressing experience of Black women due to 

their race and gender. The focus is on Black women’s subordinate identities—being Black, being 

a woman, and their social class. In this, recognizing and resisting the oppression from this 

interplay of identities is at the core of many Black feminists’ arguments. For example, Deborah 

King asserted that the major parts of Black feminist ideology are visibility, self-determination, 

challenging oppression, and maintaining a positive image.  The mothers of the hip hop artists 
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that I selected do a great job at visibility, challenging oppression and maintaining a positive 

image particularly in the world of academia. Academia is a space that is seemingly overwhelmed 

with white, cisgender men although black women have come to hold a large lead in higher 

education. As recently as 1977, black women earned only 38.7 percent of all doctorates awarded 

to African Americans. By 2000 black women earned 65.7 percent of all doctorates awarded to 

African Americans. This is the highest percentage of African-American doctoral awards earned 

by women in U.S. history. In 2004, 65.5 percent of all African-American doctorates were earned 

by women, just short of the all-time high. Black women continue to exceed expectations. 


