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The Concept of Play in “Truth and Method” and
the Presentational Nature of Understanding

Katsumasa MIYAZAKI

This paper discusses the relationship between Gadamet's concept of
“play" and the process of “suspension of prejudices," which he considers
essential to “understanding.” The concept of play, which Gadamer introduces
as the foundation of his ontological theory of art, seems significant throughout
his philosophical hermeneutics in "Truth and Method." By drawing upon the
concept of play, we can shed further light on Gadamet's views on hermeneutic
understanding.

Firstly, I argue that Gadamet's concept of play implies not only the
eventful mode of play itself, but also the uniqueness of players’ experiences.
On one hand, the concept of play demonstrates the primacy of play itself
which incorporates players’ subjectivity into its own and unfolds as the real
subject. On the other hand, the nature of play as self-presentation includes
insights into the characteristics of player experiences. The primacy of play is
reflected in players’ subjective involvements as “freedom of choice” and “risk
to choose.”

Building on these interpretations of the concept of play, this paper
explores the essence of "suspension of prejudices" process. This process can
be understood as refraining from dogmatically applying one's prejudices while
still risking oneself in judgments based on those prejudices. This interpretation
of "suspension of prejudices" relying on the concept of play suggests the

presentational nature of understanding;
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HEOHRFIZS 5T 2FORBIREIZONVWTH I~ —DNEZ TV HHHEZHMEICT L2 &
MTEDEASH, WHIiTIEREZIZ, BECOBMEORSECFORBRIVAIEIZE 25 IS
WT, HEOEARZ —RFEHO0IZT 25 &) BEFOHDRFICS 5T 28 OfRER 2 TR
WL D % AREMEZ R,

5. BOFORER L HEOBRBRIZBIT HEAR DT

T ~— [EHEHE) ICBOTERT S MRS 13, rzeELoo4Ex 520 )

ANBIORERIRAEY HAERBL TS, ZhiE, #EwmaxBC THFOSWORIT-EV 32572
E, INRSRCIRE DA D TRE SN TOVDINEB DL E PN oL H 7%, B bo HER
el LTCo THfE (Verstehen) | (ZOWT, TN AEL DM~ E2fb L XL T 5
HbDThD, T TYWFEORAMEAL SELBMARREL LTHSL DN, AR
(Vorurteil) | Th D, A7z HITHEHE, WRDEARLEZ L TRIEM B THFELIZ 5
ZEETERVWEEZLND, TOZ LE, RO EICERICBLIEGFETHDLEVS Z L
EEWELTWDE WS, DFD | HDOREDRERLN « AR DIAE N AFETH HFL
Teblz & o T, MrZEMFET L4418 OREPNTZ RIS L > TRRCHE SRS T bl
TWHEEZILNDLDTHD 3,

L LZZ T, X~ —i%, BELRoiricii SV, EARRR L TR Z &
ERELTVWDIOTIHRVWI L 2RI D, LA, TOMENEELTWDHIDIX, [Z0HH
MEECHLEEMCHIMEESN I D E 0 Z &) (WM.275/429) Th D EW o, FA=Hid,
JESIZET DFETHDHT2DIC, ZDOFFEDRHRRATED G & THELICH b O 72 MITiitiLiA
ATWD, FEEHITHER SN RGN EZ Y Lo TE oo MBI FEL R DL VW) 2 &
ETERY, TOEKRT, TOMOLLORAICHEEZENTND E WD Z &I, bRz
ML WOHENREZ D EZDEANRFMEZR LTS, TDD, RIS ARIIC
PEEFNCER D > T BRIEE 1T, WL TH DB D HARER VRS hE W) 2 & TR
KT, [20bE TRELVIEMT S L ZHDEDEARE, Z0b & TRELPEMT S &
CADBEBSTEARNSEITS 2 EThD] (WM304/468) £\\H DTh %, LARIZZN
HIETIE, MEOELWEMZEX LTS Ly, L LENAERNEFRMICIBHTI L, &
DAEFERRIE AN BEWVLAGEICE LD K9 Rk T2 AN SR b & &1,
ZOWMBRHEMOHKF L L TAERTLIOTHD, LTz E, FAobix, B ATREICT
HEANRZ ZNLUSNDBR ST AR ORI LT Z&FTERY, £ 9 TIER T,
e LAZOXRBNIBRZ DL DODORNTELLZIETOLDOTHSL] (WM. 301/464) ., ZD X
INCHE ==, MERLT 7/ ARDEKRLTNDZ LICONT, ZNLERZ LI %<
HRET DIEAREZ, ZNO EDBEZE L SELZLONLXBI LTV @R E LT, FEoH

S0zl HE~—NT I A MRRICOW TR OEFTICIHIOREN TS, 77 2 NHEfiE
EFENTWLIERORBEIZEBEOSD T NTIHARL, BT IHEZLA LB TV D HEFEERNS
HEINTWD] (WM. 298/461),
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RN Z 2 W) FREZTEBR L TWDIDELEEX LD,

ST, BREebitFEOREE b1 b T HRAR LB S TR ARDNGEESL T 5 & 9 I
OO A SN2 EOF ORERERE & OBREMEN S BARRICHEECE 2 L Bbh s,
Fw—lkiE, lECT 7 A R EICOVWTOHEMOEREZR Y L2 TWH01E, BEO
AR ZE—RIZEH ST 5LV HBRTH D, EARLO—RHEIE LV e, MV Frage
ELTOAREZFSLOLE LT, ROXIICHBASATWD

MV OAE & \%&wﬂ%@%%<_k\%Lf%ﬂ%%%wtii%%f%:&ﬁ
BD, AKEDEZ A, BFDORARITZENEIRDGIZYET % (aufdem Spiel stehen)
ZEIT ko T, BITAKMICHE 45 (ins Spiel gebracht werden) O T 5, S ARLILH
5T D (sichausspielen) Z 2L > TOA, MFEDOEIFEREBRRT DL LN TED
DTHY, MELELHOEHITDZENTEDLLICRDIDOTHD] (WM.304/469)
ZOFANIREINTWDEDIX, HEOEARL & HICHEOERICHEZ R T, TDRNTHD
TP~ LB AEERNREANRLEENLSNOFR S TR AR L DB WIZIZK BRI THIL T
<Enofe, BEOBBICSET 2HOMEORBPIETH L LB DN, BELEL Ebh
LDDE, BARO—FHEIE LW BRE, BE DR ARLZICES a7 7Z/l= LT L
FOZLEEERLTCVWDIOTIHEREVWENSI ZETHD,

bHA, ARO—IHEILLE NI EWHIZ—HT, BONbE L EFF-o TNDHIEARLE
FEFLCDICYTITD L2 2N, BMOARICHEG LRV E NI FEEEZRLTND, EiifEMD
EEWETHHEICIE, EZETHLHEBFIMELOERETMMFET 22 0T INTNDLENIHID
TiEZew, AU LI, MFEOERZHEML L5 LT25FIT, T TRESINTWLHEMNE A
DB ZRBXO L LI~ HIZRCIRETLE S bFicidunnin, ik, EOFERAE S
DEHRLPVIL L THEVCORERMAAZRBEMNICRET HZENTERVDLRKETHLTEA D,
TERMOBERCME OB RZIMET 5 L0 ) Z L1, BEORARIZE ST Y X230 724K
ETTZEaBEWRTLOTIER,

L LER, A<=l Lhid, thECT 7 A MOFEDZ LICET L TAHE DS ARNED
L<@éi5&%ﬁ?%\F%hi\%@%Aﬁ#ﬁ_%lp>h\m%%m®%@#%h_
Roo TREELICHANIR D, LW ZEEZE®RT LD TRV (WM. 304/469) D72 &0
Do LIZDBo T, EARO—KHEIE & W) FRIL, BT A RO 725 H 2 72 LiEx 5 &
WO FRE THDLDOTIE RV, £ 95 TER< T, BAREZEEICY TEH L2 2K LD
D, LN LEEBLDOEATIZESNCTHWZ T L2 ZRETRo7T2DTHZ LITL T,
TANRE NDIEFHOHICHTOTHL, T LT, TORL THOBAKTEZ TNDHEALL
FIWEAS, & OFmmEF 20 7 7 A MeFAED -0 T 5 TESN, BESL, 8V

ITEEICHERES D E W o T2 T, OB EHAAENLIDOTHL LB LND,

ZIHLT, 5%)\%0)4%%%&75&%%@%%_@7& 5 ChbHEVWI X ~—DFRIL, Bxr o &,
HDOBRWEY IZRE TERWVIECORIIZEH > T, IEOFIL, TN THRBE LB RETR
b\OOEﬁ%@EJZE‘JE AT TCENTDHZEILL o TOHREST ENTED LNV, IEODORH &
RSPEHELTWD LT R D, EOFORBREZLET L0072 EEZx6N TEH] & TV
A7) OEFIL, EAREZHOVIZLTENADLEAABRIZI T & W) BEOIBRREDONE L I

- 149 -



[FEE L k] T80T OO & BfiE 0 SoRmAE (ZIR E)
©Gadamer Studies vol. 1 2024

T THLEIITELNDEDOTHD, 77 A MNOMEOREROEMEN A 35 HKFIC
ﬁﬁﬁéﬁi\§%®%ﬂﬁ CEDWT W 2 SR 2 T2 b 072 L R U CHERICH L
WED LT DI LEELEZSD, RBEFOREARN GBI EHIND5E4x DRESEED b

LICHMERGERTZ LITX - T, %Aﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬂwméﬂéﬂ%¢’%%éhé@?%éo

IO X, HEORBRELARO—FHEIE LW ) B DR ZTHE. £ 2ICFECOM

BT HENFOREKELODBRZEHABEEEN RTINS L2 ICEbh s, IEOFIXARY
DIEE D272 BIRWIECOEEB D72 d - T, RBRFED T —/1Z ﬁ%b;okbf%f
DFPUCH L EET D L WO TEOHKFIZS T 5, 22 CTHOFIL, AFOEKH
RPBEODOREO N TEEONTLEI VAT ZHIZZIT DI EICL > TOH, ESZ LN
TELDLEEEBEZONTZDTHD, LIcino> T, IERORERITIKILT HRY T, FEARE—FF
kT2 &V D EROBRIL, EAROERZ —UEZX D 2 L2 EHRL TWDOTIEZR W & fiF
WTE 5, LA, BT LHIT. BARZYEICEMIIYE IO e a2ELEXSD,
BHHEDRARLD G & THEHE 24T 5 LW O (15T, T3 2B OBMEED RN AR %
RTOTHD, Tivb, HEOEARSLZNIZE S G2 O, BEOHET /2 TE o7z
SREBNTHOTLEBNOHATL LV ZENARETHDITEICE T, TOHEDHIHIZ
HEZHITHDOTHDL LMNTEZ DA, O LI, BEOLBYIOMEN LIX LIXEY S
NDENW)HEREZZIT, TOHMOEKRFIZIBNTEDOREARBEL-E 5TV REZED
LOTHDHEEZLND, LEN->TERE, ZTOEKNRHREFEL L TOHEMRE T, @%#é
FIZEoT, BHOF#H A2 DEARPREN T e THT LW S UEE S gl O IEEam

WZHERES N2 ZAD, ZOHDTARLE L TAHELLIDTHL ERAONDTEA D,

29 LT, HFOBREICB W THRARLEZ —RHE L LFRMICAEHICS DT EVWI B 55O
TiE, —ODOBAERRHEREL LTHLZRRT 5 LW )OO RENECFHE DS ) &R
" Th ol L DI, Ebb\f‘ﬁ]\ﬁﬂﬁﬁjf_ﬁ%mé&b\o% ko T SRR T D E
VD HRE & ARERYIC DTHDHEEZLNDDTHS, @U&Iﬁﬁ%ﬁ:\ HHEOLEHED
EE’@%‘BV@#IU?#@%@ BREEOEITORNT LI LIEEZ PNV BEINTZD T L0
IS TR OEER O RN EHRRAEND E VD ZLHZBLTOR, — DD ERN 2B RN %
DHEDFEEZBAT-HEFLE LTART S, 2ok oic, BT, BAROL & THOBAR
TEZTCVWHHIMZEE T T E VI ZEZBLT, XL ELEBLEVEZ L TN ED, R
WV HRIEOEIBVIZSTZEDPVIZEVENTEL L%, —DOEENRERE L TR
ELHDTHD,

6. B

AR TIE, HE~—DBEOCOREDN, WEOF2E &AL TR 2ECHKROEAMEL W
720 TR BHE ZBAECOHRFIZR 54 2 OF O R OREBRAAIH (2 B89 2 142
EHEATWDZ xR, WEOFORBROLRNMTIT, ECZ LA EOEA MR, RO B H &

WES VA7 285 2L LTHDLNTWD Z EARENT, £EOCFORBRIMIEIC
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KT 52 LT, WE¥~—DPNEORBORETHDLH ETH, BODEARE —RFIZH DY
CLAERICE ST &0V ) HRRONEZ B TE 5 AERENR SN, BARO—RHE L &
I BRI, EOOMEITKILT HRY T, HOOKXARZHLMICHEN T L em Lz
Db, BBEARLSLEZNCESCHBMCELZEIT 2 L WHFEEZERL TV DL LB BT,
FITHRARICELZIITDZ L 213, BMOBRRBIZBEVWTHSBPAKTEZ TS XK 572
WroEREZIT) ZLIZL- T, ARBEHORALBBINIZVEESNTZY T2 WREMZ H1Z
ZITLHZEEBERLTVWD EBZ LN, ZOX IR AMOS 52 B CHTEIELWEAR
MENLTZE DN TV HfEE LTEXD2MNE Y T, 2HFORREARFSICEAF-oTHCLE
ERTHEVIHEMOMEN A IND EEZ BN,
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