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CHAPTER VIIL
RELIGION

Probably nothing else comes to mind moxe vividly whenever mention
is made of Haiti than its religious institutions, i.e., its dominant
folk religion: vodou. However, the role of religion in Haitian

" society is a relatively secondary one in the sense that religious
beliefs do not play a key role in shaping values nor determining
behavior nor do they have a major impact on other social institutions.
A study of Haitian religious activities, while giving important
insights into the folkways and habits of Haitian people, would not
necessarily lead to a comprehensive understanding of Haitian society
as it might in another semi-literate culture. Nonetheless, religious
activities have definite functions in Haltisn society although they
might not be necessarily religious ones, but rather functions that
other social institutions have failed to provide for.

Freedom of religion is a real fact of Haitian life, Perhaps a
more ‘accurate statement would be religious indifferencé. Catholicism
is the official faith of the .count:ry and all Haitians consider them-
selves Catholic with the exception of about eight percent who claim
they are Protestant and those among the Lnl:e;lligah:na who profess to
be agnostics. However, for the vast majority of the Haitian masses,
Christianity is but a thin veneer and nearly 90 percent of the
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