
Online and Household Liturgy, March 29 
Welcome 

Call to Worship – Hebrews 12:22-24, 28 

The writer of Hebrews says to all of us who have placed our trust in Christ: 

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled 
in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than 
the blood of Abel. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe.   

 

Silent Prayer and Opening Prayer 

 

Confession of Faith – Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 1 

Question: What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

Answer: That I am not my own, but belong— body and soul, 

in life and in death— to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, 

and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. 
 

He also watches over me in such a way 

that not a hair can fall from my head 

without the will of my Father in heaven; 

in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 
 

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, 

assures me of eternal life  and makes me wholeheartedly willing  

and ready from now on to live for him. Amen. 

 

Song and Christian Greeting – “Near the Cross” 

 

Scripture Readings: 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (CSB) 

13 See, my servant will be successful;  

he will be raised and lifted up and greatly exalted.  
14 Just as many were appalled at you— 

his appearance was so disfigured  

that he did not look like a man,  



and his form did not resemble a human being— 
15 so he will sprinkle many nations. 

Kings will shut their mouths because of him,  

for they will see what had not been told them,  

and they will understand what they had not heard.  

 
1Who has believed what we have heard?  

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  
2 He grew up before him like a young plant  

and like a root out of dry ground.  

He didn’t have an impressive form  

or majesty that we should look at him,  

no appearance that we should desire him.  
3 He was despised and rejected by men,  

a man of suffering who knew what sickness was.  
He was like someone people turned away from;  

he was despised, and we didn’t value him.  

4 Yet he himself bore our sicknesses,  

and he carried our pains;  

but we in turn regarded him stricken,  

struck down by God, and afflicted.  
5 But he was pierced because of our rebellion,  

crushed because of our iniquities;  

punishment for our peace was on him,  

and we are healed by his wounds.  
6 We all went astray like sheep;  

we all have turned to our own way;  

and the LORD has punished him  

for the iniquity of us all.  

 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted,  

yet he did not open his mouth.  

Like a lamb led to the slaughter  

and like a sheep silent before her shearers,  

he did not open his mouth.  
8 He was taken away because of oppression and judgment;  

and who considered his fate?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living;  

he was struck because of my people’s rebellion.  
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,  

but he was with a rich man at his death,  

because he had done no violence  

and had not spoken deceitfully.  

 



10 Yet the LORD was pleased to crush him severely. 

When you make him a guilt offering,  

he will see his seed, he will prolong his days,  

and by his hand, the LORD’s pleasure will be accomplished.  
11 After his anguish, he will see light and be satisfied.  

By his knowledge,  

my righteous servant will justify many,  

and he will carry their iniquities.  
12 Therefore I will give him the many as a portion,  

and he will receive the mighty as spoil,  

because he willingly submitted to death,  

and was counted among the rebels;  

yet he bore the sin of many  

and interceded for the rebels.  

 

Sermon 

“Near the Cross” 

Confession and Good News of the Gospel—Isaiah 53:5 

But he was pierced because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities;  
punishment for our peace was on him, and we are healed by his wounds.  
Brothers and sisters, in Christ we are forgiven and made well. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Song: Before the Throne of God Above 

 

Benediction 

 

Household Time of Prayer 
Instructions: after the livestream is finished, select one person in the group to be the person identified 

as “celebrant.” He or she will be the one reading the print that is not bold. Everyone else is invited to 

join in where the print is bold. 

Celebrant: Jesus promises that wherever two or three are gathered in his name, he is present. 

In this moment, the Lord Jesus is with us. 

People: O Lord, loosen our lips, that we may declare your praise. Open our minds, 

that we might remember you and what you have done. Soften our hearts, that we 

might overflow with gratitude. 

 



Thanksgiving 

Gracious and generous God, 

thank you for providing all our needs. 

Make us truly grateful, Lord. 

For families and friends, 

we give you thanks. 

For enjoyment of all that is good, 

we give you thanks. 

For the love of Jesus our Savior, 

we give you thanks. 

For his life poured out in sacrifice for us, 

we give you thanks. 

People are invited to speak other brief prayers of thanksgiving. 

Lord, keep us mindful of those in need, 

that as we pray for them, 

we may be generous to them, 

as you are to us.1 

 

Presenting Our Requests to God 

Suggestion: If in a group, have each member of the group take turns in leading in prayer. 

Sovereign Lord, we grieve for the suffering we see all around us. As people are overcome by 

fear, as people are losing their work, as some are even losing their lives, all the world is crying 

out. Lord, have mercy. Have mercy on those right now sick with the coronavirus, some of 

whom are barely able to breathe. Have mercy on those working long and exhausting hours in 

the hospitals, spending all of their energy trying to care for others. Have mercy on the many 

leaders having to make excruciatingly difficult decisions. Have mercy upon those who do not 

know how they will be able to pay next month’s rent or even how they will be able to afford 

food for their family. Pour out your compassion and love upon a suffering world.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We are anxious about the spread of this sickness. We are anxious about the economy. We are 

anxious about our future. You tell us that when we are anxious to let our requests be known 

to you. Father, we look to you. Please protect us, keep us safe, and provide for all of our needs. 

In this time of testing, please strengthen our faith in you, our love for you, and our joy that 

comes in the hope that we have from you. Please grant to us that peace that surpasses all 

human understanding.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
1 From “Sunday Services” of the Sydney Anglican Diocese. 



We pray for those in the Trinity and Redemption congregations facing specific trials. In the 

Redemption congregation, we pray for Wayne and Anne Wierenga grieving the loss of Wayne’s 

brother Harold this past week. We pray for Bob and Ann Payne, who in this time of social 

distancing are unable to visit their son at Bethshan home. In the Trinity congregation, we pray 

for Tyra Bone recovering from surgery and Melissa Baartman as she awaits surgery. In both 

congregations, we pray for those who are currently without employment. Father, you see each 

and every one of these needs, and all of the other needs that our church family is facing. We 

look to you, asking for your healing, your comfort, your provision. In these trials, please draw 

them nearer to you. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Father, we pray in all of this that your name would be hallowed and that your kingdom would 

come. Please refine us as a church, that we might more and more reflect the beauty of Jesus to 

the world around us. Please draw people to yourself in this time, that they might experience for 

the first time the joy that is found in you. Lord, we ask that many throughout the world will 

one day say, “I became a Christian because of the coronavirus.”  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Guided by your Son, we conclude with the words he taught us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come.  

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen 

Sending 
Brothers and sisters, strengthened by the knowledge that our loving God reigns over all, 

go now in peace. 

To love and serve the Lord. 

Amen 


