
John Wesley Pooler, Sr. 
November 6, 1921 - November 30, 2021 

 John Wesley Pooler, Sr. was born on November 6, 1921 to the late Thomas Alfred Pooler 
and Hattie B. Pooler. He was the seventh of eleven children. 

 During Mr. Pooler’s teen years, he spent an enormous amount of time working on a farm. 
However, as a young man, he had no desire to continue that line of work. At the age of 21, he 
enlisted in the United States Army in 1942. 

 After completion of basic training, Mr. Pooler was assigned to the 92nd Infantry- Company 
G. He and his company were deployed during World War II. He was a Light Mortar Crewman and 
operated the 60mm mortar used as ground support for the troop. Precision and accuracy were of 
great importance in operation of the equipment. 

 Upon completion of his military tour in 1945, Mr. Pooler returned to Dublin where he 
married Hattie M. Wright. To this marriage, they were blessed with eleven children.  

 Mr. Pooler was employed at the Veterans Administration Hospital for several years until his 
retirement. He was considered a loyal, trustworthy, hardworking employee and overall, a man of 
integrity. 

 Some of Mr. Pooler’s accomplishments included receiving the Combat Infantry Badge, 
being an active member of the PTA in conjunction with the Laurens County School Board of 
Education, serving on and becoming the chairman of the Deacon Board of the Mitchell Grove 
Baptist Church, and serving as Union Stewart Mediator while employed at the Carl Vinson Medical 
Center. 

 Due to his military career, Mr. Pooler’s name was listed in the National World War II 
Museum in New Orleans, Louisiana, and he received a Letter of Appreciation from the United 
States Marine Corp. 8th Engineer Support Battalion 2D Marine Logistics Group and a Certificate of 
Outstanding Service Award from the Voluntary Service Program. Channel 13 Television even aired 
a segment about Mr. Pooler’s experience during World War II in 2017. 

 Despite the racism Mr. Pooler encountered in both his home town and the military, he fought 
and served with distinction. He didn’t let racism deter him because he knew his assignment : 
Protecting his country. Mr. Pooler preferred to serve rather than be served. 

 On November 6, 2021, Mr. Pooler celebrated his 100th birthday. He passed on the 30th of 
November the same year. 


