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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
FOR 
TECHNICAL SERVICE PROVISION FOR NUTRITION SENSITIVE AGRICULTURE FOR ENHANCED VALUE CHAIN INTEGRATION OF SMALLHOLDER FARMERS  
 
Preamble 
Transforming Agriculture through Diversification and Entrepreneurship (TRADE) Programme is a six year (2019-2026) Government of Malawi Programme co-funded by International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and Opec Fund for International Development (OFID). TRADE is a pro-poor, gender transformative, youth sensitive and nutrition sensitive value chain development programme. 
The overall goal of TRADE is to achieve sustainable livelihoods for rural people and smallholder farmers in Malawi. The development objective is “Increased value chain commercialization and resilience of rural poor and smallholder producers”.  The development objective will be achieved through a holistic approach to addressing the agriculture commercialization challenge. 
 TRADE is expected to reach a total of about 300,000 households of which about 127,000 households will be direct beneficiaries and 173,00 households indirect beneficiaries. The Programme focusses on rural households with potential to improve their participation in the commercialization of selected commodities and graduate from poverty. TRADE targets at least 55% women, 50% youth between 18 and 35 years and 5% persons with disabilities. Given the strong correlation between poverty and malnutrition, TRADE naturally focusses on nutritionally vulnerable people facing both food and nutrition challenges. TRADE tailors’ interventions to the needs of different groups of the poor as categorized by the Malawi National Social Support Policy (NSSP). The primary target groups for the programme are: (i)Moderately/transient poor households (25%) (ii)Ultra-poor but non-labor constrained households (50%) and Ultra-poor living under extreme/severe poverty (25%). 
TRADE recognizes that most of the extremely poor groups may not meet the prerequisites for participation in market-led interventions and therefore the support for this group focuses on capacity building to help them to eventually participate in commercial activities; group mobilization for collective interventions; nutrition training as well as collaboration with FARMSE through its graduation component to ensure that graduates from extremely poor households receive support from TRADE to strengthen their capacity for commercialization; and access to employment opportunities generated by commercial activities in the commodity development and infrastructure construction.
TRADE hereby invites applications from highly motivated and experienced NGOs with a strong “will” to develop and empower rural people through Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture Interventions to increase nutrition benefits accrued from value chains. The location for the assignment is Blantyre (Ntonda EPA and Chipande EPA), Thyolo (Matapwata EPA, Dwale EPA, Thyolo Central EPA, Khonjeni EPA) and Ntchisi (Malomo EPA, Kalira EPA, Chikwatula EPA) and TRADE Targeted Districts and EPA’S. Applicants will be required to work in these districts. 

Nature of Assignment 
The NGOs (“herein forward” referred to as Technical Service Providers) are requested to submitt an expression of interest elaborating their project ideas in line with TRADE Programme design. The main objective of the assignment is for the service provider to implement interventions that will enable rural farmers to become food and nutritionally secure in order to meet the perquisites for market led-interventions and to be fully integrated in the TRADE supported value chains for enhanced smallholder commercialization. The implementation period for this contract is 12 months. Interested applicants should provide information demonstrating their qualifications and experience for the work. 
Technical Service Providers qualifications and experience 
1. Organisational Status: The applicant must be a non-governmental, non-profit or civil society organisation. It must have legal status and be registered with the Malawi NGO board and Council for Non-Governmental Organisations (CONGOMA)
2. Governance: Applicants must have a formal decision-making structure (e.g. a board of trustees) which can take legal responsibility for the administration and use of TRADE Programme funds. 
3. Accounts: Applicants must have annual audited accounts comprising at a minimum the Balance Sheet, the Income and Expenditure Statement, and Cash Flow statement for the three financial years prior to application. These accounts must be externally and independently audited and must be available at the date of the funding application. The organisations should also be Tax compliant. A separate bank account for the project/s must be opened.
4.  Experience: Applicants must have a minimum of 5 years’ experience in implementing nutrition sensitive agriculture interventions
6. Funding Amount: The financial offer should be up to USD 110,000 maximum with a maximum of 15% going towards overhead costs. The service provider is expected 
7. Cash Contribution: The organisation should be able to contribute at least 10% cash during the project implementation period
7. Beneficiary Target: Minimum beneficiary target is 3,000 direct beneficiaries
8. Record of Compliance: Applicants, previously in receipt of TRADE Programme funds,
must have a record of compliance in terms of the administration and use of such funds. Applicants who have a previous record of non-compliance with the terms of the TRADE Programme contract(s) may not be considered for funding.

Evaluation Criteria
The evaluation will be done using the grant method as indicated in the application form https://www.tradeprogramme.org/procurement-update.  
12.0 Further Information about the Application Form
Requests, questions and/or inquiries should be sent to the TRADE programme no later than 4th  December, 2023 through an email to procurement@tradeprogramme.org. TRADE programme will have no obligation to respond to questions submitted after this day. Responses to all questions shall be published three (3) days before closing deadline.

13.0 Submission of Expression of interest
The expression of interest must be submitted electronically to procurement@tradeprogramme.org the above email address by 11th December 2023 before 17:00PM (Malawian Time) clearly indicating on the email heading “Nutrition sensitive Agriculture Service Provision” Indicating the description of the assignment and the name of the cluster to be considered in. All Applications should be addressed to: 
The National Programme Coordinator
TRADE Programme
Plot No. 9/ 328, Off Mchinj Road/ Multichoice Road
P.O. Box 2135
Lilongwe
Or
Email: procurement@tradeprogramme.org
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