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9th Annual Forum Conference in
Phnom Penh  a Huge Success
by Amanda Hickman

After 8 years of holding the Conference of the Forum on
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam in the US, the Conference
was held in Indochina for the first time, and the response

was very positive. What follows is a summary of the presentations
given in plenary sessions at the conference. Readers may want to
keep in mind that many of the issues in the forefront of people�s
minds in Cambodia in January have been resolved, at least to some
degree, by the time of this writing. Cambodia was accepted into
ASEAN on April 30. The Consultative Group met in Japan and
pledged $470 million in assistance, far more than expected.

Introduction and Welcome
Deputy Prime Minister Sar Kheng opened the conference and wel-
comed everyone to Phnom Penh with an overview of the current
political situation in Cambodia. He observed that ninety percent of
the population participated in the July elections, and that in Au-
gust, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan agreed that the election
was democratic. The government formed by Hun Sen in November
complies with the Cambodian constitution. For two decades, he
noted, the civil war has destroyed Cambodia�s infrastructure and
devastated the Cambodian people. The process of building a de-
mocracy and rehabilitating the country is still young, only five
years old, but is progressing.

The new government is confident that it can strengthen peace and
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Building Joint Programs With Cuba:
The MEDICC Experience
by Gail Reed

Havana��Coming to Cuba reminds me why I decided to
become a doctor�. This comment by a US medical stu
dent after rotating for eight weeks through a clinical elec-

tive here may be the single best statement of what Cuba�s com-
mitment to health brings to US physicians-in-training and to the
larger US medical community, which in turn reflects the evolving
philosophy of Medical Education Cooperation with Cuba
(MEDICC), which sponsors these courses: the best joint program
is grounded in real contributions from both sides towards com-
mon goals, where there is no single �receiving end�. Axiomatic on
paper�as difficult as it is imperative in practice. With Cuba, there
is at least a century of US pretensions hovering over the table
from the outset.

Historical context is, after all, the place to start. The undisputed
equality in which partners sit at this table is in itself a redress of
grievances, a recognition that this has not been the norm for
official and most unofficial relations between the two nations for
the last 100 years, where the Cubans are still fighting for their
rightful place.

MEDICC began in 1997 with several essential ideas in mind:
First, that Cuba�s practice of universal primary health care, its
astounding results in health indicators in the face of devastating
economic indicators, and its medical research capability in vac-
cines and other drugs were exceptional experiences of interest to
the US medical community.

We moved our office, and
you are invited to the party!

June 11, 1999 from 3 to 6 pm, we will be having an
office warming party, so if you are going to be in the

area, be sure to drop by.  Our new address is :
The Fund for Reconciliation and Development
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 727
New York, NY 10115
tel: (212) 367-4220
fax: (212) 367-4366

& Cuba

(continued on p. 12)
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News from Cambodia
Ambassador Var Huot Returns to Cambodia

Var Huot, Cambodia's first post-1975 ambassador to the US,  has
ended his tour in Washington.  During his tenure he faced an  in-
creasingly negative atmosphere in Washington and in the  mass
media which crested when the first coalition government  dissolved
in fighting in July of 1997.

His replacement will be Eng Roland, most recently ambassador  to
Thailand. He is closely linked to Funcinpec while the  ambassador
to the UN, Uch Borith, is identified with CPP.  As Funcinpec  has
many supporters on Capital Hill and the new coalition  government
is winning wider acceptance, Eng Roland should have  an easier
time than his predecessor.

In charge of the embassy in the interim is the new Counselor  Tan
Vunyaung, a long-time foreign ministry official.  Before 1975,  he
taught literature at the Royal University.  Another new arrival  is
Chhieng Pich, Counselor for Economics, Trade, Cooperation  and
Tourism.  He has worked for many years with Cham Prasidh,  first
when he was Vice Minister of Finance and more recently as  Minis-
ter of Commerce.

Cambodia Gets World Bank Cash for Roads, Projects
WASHINGTON, March 23 (Reuters)

The World Bank  approved $70.3 million in loans to Cambodia on
Tuesday, a $45.3  million credit to help rebuild damaged roads and a
$25 million loan  to help finance infrastructure projects and top up a
social fund.  The credits form part of aid pledges totalling $470 made

by  donors earlier this year. The Asian Develpment Bank has al-
ready  approved $40 million to rebuild Cambodian roads, many of
which were  damaged by years of war and neglect. "The condition
of the road  network is such that funding requirements for road
construction  and maintenance far exceed availability," the World
Bank said.

New Director for Cambodian Genocide Project at Yale
Yale University Office of  Public Affairs, March 29, 1999

The Director of the Genocide Studies Program at the Yale Center for
International and Area Studies, Prof. Ben Kiernan, has announced
the appointment of Susan E. Cook as Director of Yale�s Cambodian
Genocide Program (CGP), an independent program funded by the
US Department of State.

In January 1999, the CGP substantially expanded its bilingual Cam-
bodian Genocide Data Bases, and added extensive new translations
of original Khmer Rouge documents to its World Wide Website
(www.yale.edu/cgp).

Susan worked in Cambodia in 1992-93 as Information Officer for
Redd Barna, Norwegian Save the Children. In 1994 she returned to
Phnom Penh to pursue her study of the Khmer language with the
support of the Yale Council on Southeast Asia Studies. She also
participated in the publication of The United Nations in Cambodia,
1991-1995 (New York, UN, 1995). In 1996-97, she worked for the
Cambodian Genocide Program and in 1997-98 for the Yale Center for
International and Area Studies.

In June, Ben will take up a Visiting Research Fellowship at Melbourne
University, Australia, to work on a history of twentieth-century state-
sponsored mass murder. Besides teaching Southeast Asian History
at Yale, Ben will continue to focus his attention on courses on com-

STAFF AND PROGRAM CHANGES
With our office move to the Interchurch Center in the Columbia University
neighborhood, we have given greater emphasis to using our legal 501C3
name, the Fund for Reconciliation and Development (FRD).

This is timely because of growing Cuba work thanks to a grant from the
Christopher Reynolds Foundation.  Bela Walker, a graduate of Bryn Mawr
College, will staff this new program.

Susan Hammond has been named Deputy Director of FRD, with special
responsibility for our programs with Indochina.  Amanda Hickman continues
as Managing Editor of the Interchange and will take on administrative respon-
sibilities of Trinh Nguyen while she is home in Viet Nam.

Massive ethnic cleansing and the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia are also
beginning to have an impact on our work here and in Indochina�where, not
surprisingly, people and governments tend to empathize primarily with a new
generation of victims of US military technology.  Hopefully, a negotiated solu-
tion involving the UN, Russia and China will bring us back from the brink of a
wider war and provide relief to innocent victims of the conflict in both Kosovo
and Serbia.

�John McAuliff, Executive Director



Indochina Interchange Volume 9, Issue 2  Spring 19993

News from Laos
Report on viewpoint of Lao Youth published.
Listening to the Voices of Young People, a report funded by the
UNDP on the lives and activities of teenagers in Lao PDR was
launched at a ceremony held on March 10 at the Laos Plaza Hotel in
Vientiane. The report outlines the results of a survey conducted by
20 young volunteers who also presented the report�s findings at the
ceremony.  The report provides deeper understanding of the views
of Lao teenagers on issues such as relationships with family and
friends, money, the environment, AIDS and gender issues. It was
produced through joint cooperation with the Lao Youth Union, Lao
Women�s Union, the Vientiane Municipality, and Save the Children
Fund � UK.

Bilateral donations and NGO programs in the Laos PDR in the
past quarter as reported by the Vientiane Times include:
UXO-LAO
· 55 vehicles totaling  $782,300 and $180,000 in equipment and com-

puters from the  US government.

· $430,000 for 5 UN Volunteers and provincial UXO Laos opera-
tions from Japan International Cooperatin Agency (JICA).

parative genocide, and on running the Genocide Studies Program
(GSP), which he established in 1998. The GSP is an inter-disciplin-
ary, inter-regional program funded by the Mellon Foundation, which
researches comparative and policy issues relating to the phenom-
enon of genocide.

Health:
· $86,328 worth of medical equipment to the Huaphanh Provincial

Hospital from the US Government.

· $76,000 to renovate the Saravan Province Hospital and $337,000
in medical equipment from the US government.

· $721,587 in vaccines and medical equipment to the Ministry of
Health and $251,431 in equipment to the Mother and Child Health
Institute and other projects by JICA.

· $62,000 to the Lao Red Cross Society to initiate a safe blood
supply program by JICA.

· $221,239 from France and $64,520 from Australia to the Anti-Aids
Fund of Lao PDR.

· $20,0341 from World Vision Laos  helped build a 10 bed hospital in
Phalannesay district in Savanakhet province.

Agriculture and irrigation:
· $15,000 for a small cattle farmer capacity building project in Xieng

Khuang Province

· $19,000 for an indigenous reforestation program in Champassak
province and $9,867 for a shallow well and bore hole project in
Khanmmuan Province from the Canadian government.

 Education:
· $14,000 to Concern Worldwide from the British Government to

Three Seasons
reviewed by John McAuliff

This is the film which we should take our friends and relatives
to who wonder about our obsession with Vietnam.  It is one
of the loveliest films I have seen and manages to balance

realism with a romantic vision.

It is not a comprehensive portrayal of Vietnam today because it
focuses on four archetypical  poor people (a cyclo driver, a flower
seller, a prostitute and a street child) and one American veteran.

Economic growth and other positive changes are the counterpoint,
not the point, of Tony Bui�s film.  Modernization provides a back-
drop for his characters� lives, and a challenge to traditional values.
They may be victimized by the inequality of wealth in the emerging
market economy but they do not carry themselves as victims.  Their
stories are moving, not depressing.

Tony Bui, a twenty-six year old Vietnamese American film maker is
the writer and director.   His cast performs outstandingly and in-
cludes Vietnamese (Don Duong, Nguyen Ngoc Hiep, Nguyen Huu
Duoc, Tran Manh Cuong), a Vietnamese-American (Zoe Bui) and
one famous American actor (Harvey Keitel).  The dialog is largely in
Vietnamese with English subtitles.

Three Seasons was a hit at the Sundance Festival of independent
films, winning the Grand Jury Prize, the Audience Award and the
Best Cinematography Award.  It deserves to catch on with a mass
audience which would give you a chance to see it as it merits on a
theater screen.   But if it doesn�t make it to the  local multiplex, be
sure to get the video.

Unidentified Vietnames Actors and �Kien An� (Nguyen Ngoc Hiep) in a scene
from Three Seasons.
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Vietnam News Agency Ha Noi

On April 6, advisor to the Ha Noi Bureau of the World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) M. Duthie presented non-food aid worth US$ 500,000
to Vietnamese Vice Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
Pham Hong Giang for the on-going WFP-funded sea dyke project.
The aid included 30 wooden boats, 10 concrete mixers, 11 survey
machines and five vehicles. The project has been carried out since
1996 at a cost of more than USD 40 million with USD 28 million
worth of food coming from the WFP. Under the five-year project
coded 5323, the biggest of its kind in northern Viet Nam, 361 km of
sea dykes in four northern coastal provinces of Quang Ninh, Nam
Dinh, Ninh Binh and Thai Binh and Hai Phong will be reinforced.
Earlier, the WFP provided food worth USD 14 million and non-food
aid valued at USD 1.3 million to another sea dyke WFP project,
coded 4617, to reinforce sea dykes in seven central coastal prov-
inces.

AIDS and the Community Review Makes Debut
Vietam News Agency: Ha Noi, April 6

A review named �AIDS and the Community� published by the
National AIDS Committee has made its public appearance. Chung
A, Editor-in-Chief of the review, said that the review will dissemi-
nate the State�s policy on AIDS prevention and control, as well as
models and experiences drawn from activities in preventing and
fighting AIDS. The review will make public results of scientific
research and latest progress in the management, consultation and
treatment of AIDS patients, and other necessary information on
the disease and measures to prevent the epidemic. The review de-
veloped from its predecessor - AIDS and the Community Bulletin -
will issue 10,000 copies on the 25th of every month. Viet Nam is one
of four countries in Asia where HIV/AIDS infection is inclined to
rise. At present, more than 12,600 people have tested HIV positive
nationwide, while medical experts have estimated the total of HIV
carriers at about 90,000.

News From Vietnam
Vietnam Wins UN 1999 Population Award
Vietnam News AgencyHanoi, April 6

Vietnam�s National Committee for Population and Family Planning
(NCPFP) has won the 1999 Population Award, in recognition of
NCPFP�s outstanding achievements in monitoring and coordinat-
ing population and family planning activities and formulating popu-
lation policies and legal documents in Vietnam.  The Vietnamese
population and family planning agency has also been recognized
as playing a significant role in reducing the infant mortality and
birth rates in Vietnam.  This year�s award was also conferred on
former Iranian Minister of Education, Public Health and Medicine,
Dr. Seyed Alereza Marandi.

The awards will be presented in New York on June 9, 1999.  Each
recipient will be given  a certificate, gold medal and US$ 25,000 in
prize money.  The UN Population Award Committee�s selection of
Vietnam from the 15 nominated organizations reflects their appre-
ciation of Vietnam�s remarkable achievements in population and
family planning activities, decisive factors in boosting national
socio-economic development.

Vietnam Receives Aid From World Food Program

build two primary schools in Khammuan Province.

Nam Theun 2 completes report on Resettlement (as
summarized from the Vientiane Times report March 2-4)
Issues regarding resettlement of villagers as a result of the pro-
posed  Nam Theun 2 hydropower project were clarified in the pub-
lication of the final resettlement action plan. In the report the owner
of the Nam Theun 2 Electric Company (NTEC) answered 159 ques-
tions raised by participants at the January 21-22 final consultation
workshop.

The NT2 project  is expected to cost $1.2 billion, of which $32
million is budgeted for resettlement and support services.  $500,000
has been allocated for health services as a result of suggestions
from participants in the workshop. The electricity generated is ex-
pected to be sold to Thailand.

Each newly resettled household would be given 0.5 square hect-
ares of land. 100 x 200 square meters will be used for the house, 200
x 400 square meters for vegetable production and 1900 x 2000 square
meters for fruit trees.  NTEC expects that each family will have their
income increase to $700/year in the first two years of resettlement
and $1000 in five years.

Construction of the dam project is expected to begin in late 1999
and last through the first quarter of 2004. Relocation of more than
800 familieswill occur from late 2000 to the end of 2003.

Organization Updates
Friends Without a Border
On February 22, 1999, the Angkor Hospital for Children celebrated
its opening.  Over 300 guests and 400 school children joined Friends
for the ceremony which was attended by Deputy Prime Minister
and representative of Hun Sen H.E. Sar Kheng, and others, includ-
ing French Deputy Ambassador M. Andre-Jean Libourel.

Friends Without a Border also reports that they are still trying to
develop a steady stream of long term volunteers who can help train
local staff and set up departments.  Medical volunteers will be
given free housing in their lodging facility and a small stipend.
Anyone committing six months or more will also recieve airfare and
insurance.

Friends Without a Border; 140 W. 22nd Street Suite 11A;  New
York, NY 10011; tel:  (212) 691-0909; fax: (212) 255-9060; email:
fwab@interport.net.
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Anti-Nike Vietnamese American
Labor Groups Have No Hidden
Political Agenda
by Thuyen Nguyen, Vietnam Labor Watch

In a letter to the Vietnam Confederation of Labor, Nike Vice Presi
dent Joseph M. Ha accused Vietnamese-American labor advo
cacy groups  of trying to "subvert...Vietnam," and turn it into a

US-style  democracy.  In his letter, reported by the Associated
Press and BBC  on January 20, 1999, Ha says that labor rights
groups "target  NIKE because NIKE helps create manyjobs in Viet-
nam. Their  political objective is to create a so-called "democratic"
society on the  US model. One nation does not need to use the
model of another  nation. Every nation has its own internal political
system. NIKE  believes absolutely in this."

NIKE's accusations are patently false. There has never been  any
hidden agenda among anti-NIKE Vietnamese-American  advocacy
groups such as Vietnam Labor Watch (VLW). To the contrary,  Viet-
nam Labor Watch has openly and aggressively advocated for  im-
proved trade relations between the US and Vietnam with the  US
government and Congress.  Our goal is to increase  responsible
American investment in Vietnam. Most US companies are  good
employers; NIKE is one of the exceptions. NIKE's behavior  has
deepened Vietnam's fears that foreign companies invest with  the
intention of exploiting Vietnam's resources and people.  NIKE  has
earned well its shameful reputation as the premier promoter  of
sweatshop labor in the developing world.  Mr. Ha's statement  sim-
ply confirms what we believe to be Nike's actual, internal  corporate
policy.  We believe that Nike does not intend to express  such
policy in public and instead the company often uses the  principles
of liberalism to sell its products.

This most recent NIKE statement is a crude attempt to stop the  on-
going cooperation between Vietnam Labor Watch and labor  orga-
nizations in Vietnam by appealing to the anti-American  sentiments
of some Vietnamese.  NIKE hopes to paint anti-NIKE activists  as
Americans harboring a hidden agenda to change Vietnam's  politi-
cal system.  This accusation is irresponsible and reckless.   We
demand a retraction and an apology from NIKE.

Vietnam Labor Watch knows well that Vietnam is a poor  country and
that export-production jobs are crucial to its economy,  especially
given the current Asian financial crisis. We have  therefore always
been very careful to promote foreign corporations'  respect for work-
ers' rights while trying to increase overall investment  in Vietnam at the
same time. Our efforts to date have been  successful. NIKE has made
substantial improvements, agreeing to  pay minimum wage, eliminate
the use of toxic solvents, abide by  Vietnamese labor law and, most
importantly, cease the physical  abuse of workers.

The irony is that NIKE's abuses have enabled us to advocate  ef-
fectively for increased American investment in Vietnam. By  publi-

NGO Self Profile
Agent Orange Victim Fund of the Vietnam
Red Cross Society  works to disseminate information on
Agent  Orange and measures to prevent and overcome effects,
train local Red Cross staff to work with Agent Orange  victims,
collaborate with Vietnamese and foreign scientists on  research into
the affects of dioxin and Agent Orange,  provide medical assistance
and physical therapy to victims of  Agent Orange.  As resources
permit, the Fund also hopes to  provide small loans to victims' fami-
lies to support farming  and handicraft endeavors that can improve
their standard of  living.

According to US Defense records, the United States  sprayed 72
million litres of herbicide on Vietnam, Laos and  Cambodia, of which
44 million was Agent Orange,  contaminated with 170 kg of dioxin.
The military's use of  herbicide is blamed for elevated rates of can-
cer, neurological  disorders, metabolic disturbances and abnormal
pregnancies resulting in low birth weight and missing or stunted
limbs.

Agent Orange Victim Fund; 82 Nguyen Du; Hanoi,  Vietnam; tel:
84-4-8224030; fax:  84-4-8266285; email:   agoravif@fpt.vn

Self profiles are provided by NGOs or adapted from
their materials.  We edit profiles only for style.

The Vietnam Friendship Village Project -USA
New Director Sought

This volunteer  position entails networking nationwide to raise
funds for  the Friendship Village.  Must be honest, self movitivated
and have a genuine desire to help  the people of Viet Nam.  For more
information,  call (831) 429-9197.

[see page 26 for other job openings]

Operation Smile/The Flying Hospital
World Journey of Hope �99 Returns to US

After an 18 country, nine-week surgical mission, a team of one
thousand volunteer doctors, nurses, dentists, therapists and other
specialists returned to Andrews Air Force Base in April.  The team
traveled around the world treating children with correctable facial
deformities such as cleft lips and cleft palates, which, left untreated,
can contribute to life threatening medical complications later in life.
In addition to providing treatment, the travelling team endowed a
mission site in each country with medical equipment to furnish an
operating room.  Each country also received equipment and materi-
als for a comprehensive physician training program.  Their round
the world journey took them from Washington DC to Central
America, Southern Europe, North Africa and Southeast Asia, where
they stopped in Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines.  The Flying
Hospital and Operation Smile are independent humanitarian orga-
nizations who collaborate on the World Journey of Hope.

(continues...)
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cizing NIKE's labor abuses and facilitating the work of  groups like
ours, Vietnam has shown the world that it has a strong  labor rights
framework. Vietnam Labor Watch is proud to have been  a part of
the successful effort to secure for Vietnam the  Jackson-Vanik waiver
and Overseas Private Investment Corporation  (OPIC) and Export-
Import Bank privileges.

For the past three years Vietnam Labor Watch has been  working
with the Vietnam General Confederation of Labor and Ministry  of
Labor  departments to monitor labor abuses in Vietnam. With  the
help of these organizations we have been able to obtain  accurate
and timely information about conditions in NIKE's factories.  This
cooperation is the key to our success in bringing the plight of
Vietnamese workers making NIKE shoes to the attention of the

Third Round of Training begins for Foreign Study Advisers from Indochina
by  Susan Hammond

Participants in the third and final round of the US-Indochina
Educational Exchange Enhancement Program (USIEEEP) will
be at universities across the United States this summer to

improve their English skills and learn more about their host schools
foreign student and study abroad programs.

The program co-sponsored by the Institute of International Educa-
tion and the Fund for Reconciliation and Development is made
possible by a three-year grant from the Henry Luce Foundation.
Host schools have provided tuition waivers, and in some instances
additional support.

As with the two previous USIEEEP programs, the participants will
begin their visit at the NAFSA conference this year held in Denver.
At the conference they will have the opportunity to meet with
representatives of higher education institutions from North America
as well as others attending from around the world.

Following the conference, the participants will learn first hand about
the support services for foreign students available at their host
universities by enrolling in intensive English language courses for
the summer term. Many of the participants will also have the oppor-
tunity to meet with other nearby higher education institutions.

The participants will conclude the US phase of the program at a
wrap-up workshop that will be held in mid-August in New York.

The USIEEEP program has developed a network of over 30  foreign
study advisors throughout Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. Funding
permitted, all of the participants in the three rounds of the program
will meet this fall in Vietnam for a follow-up workshop to receive
specialized training in foreign student advising.

Participants:
Cambodia

Mr. You Virak, Vice-Chief in Charge of Research Office, Depart-
ment of Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Youth and
Sports � Indiana University-Purdue University/Indianapolis

Ms.  Sok Chamnol, Teacher Trainer of English, Takeo Regional
Teacher Training Center � Mississippi State University

Laos
Mr. Phoumy Douangchanh, Deputy Director, School of Founda-
tion Studies, National University of Laos � Indiana University-
Purdue University/Indianapolis

Mr. Bouaphanh Chanhkeo, Teacher of English, Luang Prabang
Teacher Training College � University of South Carolina

Vietnam
Ms. Mai Thi Hang, Teacher of English, HCM City University of
Economics � University of South Carolina

Mr. Nguyen Hieu, Expert on Training Programs, National Center
for Social Sciences and Humanities � University of Arizona

Mr. Bui Van Thanh, Vice-Dean of the English Department,
Haiphong Teacher Training College � State University of New
York, Buffalo

Ms. Pham Thi Thanh Hai, International Relations Officer, Uni-
versity of Vinh � LaGuardia Community College, New York

Mr. Lai Van Hung, Deputy of International Relations and Post-
Graduate Education, Nhatrang Fisheries University � California
State University, Hayward

Mr. Nguyen Van Minh, Director, Hanoi Techinical Training School
� LaGuardia Community College, New York

world public.  Exposed and embarrassed, NIKE had no choice but
to concede their position, promising in May 1998 to reform  their
labor practices.   Realizing that the success of the NIKE  protest
stems from the excellent cooperation between Vietnam Labor  Watch
and labor organizations in Vietnam, NIKE's latest action is a  simple
attempt to sabotage this cooperation.  Vietnamese everywhere  will
recognize this divide-and-conquer approach, a familiar tactic  used
many times by those foreign powers who would have been  Vietnam's
colonial masters.

We believe that Vietnam will continue its social and  economic
development, and we will continue to pursue our goal of a  prosper-
ous Vietnam with a strong internal system of labor rights.
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NGO Self Profile
New Zealand/Vietnam Women�s Project was
established in 1991 with money donated by the Labour Women�s
Council, Freda Cook Memorial Fund, Christian World Service and
The Suite Shop. NZ Government VASS has provided substantial
subsidies on money raised. The project has now completed its fourth
two-year phase and the NZ partners are looking to raise further
money for the fifth phase.

The project is run by the Vietnam Women�s Union and operates in 13
mountain provinces where living conditions are difficult. Over the years
it has developed in a number of ways. At first it was solely an educa-
tional programme for mountain women (mainly from ethnic minorities),
concentrating on child and maternal health and nutrition. Special em-
phasis was placed on the management of childhood illnesses and on
the �VAC� gardening system which teaches women to grow a range of
fruit and vegetables suitable to the areas and with good food values,
and to raise pigs, poultry and fish.

In the second phase a revolving loan fund was added and this meant
that the women could put into practice what they had learned, buying
fruit trees, seed, fish, piglets, or poultry. It has the added benefit of
giving them experience in handling money, repaying loans, saving
and building a nest egg for future activities. This fund is self-sustaining,
but at the request of the Women�s Union the NZ partners have added
to it each year.

The project has been very successful and in each phase more than
twice the number of women targeted to take part have in fact partici-
pated actively, so that the lessons of health and nutrition have spread
far and wide in the target communes and districts. Child malnutrition
has declined - quite steeply in some areas. The Women�s Union,
which has 11 million members spread from national level through to
villages throughout the country, has been able to strengthen its work.
The NZ partners were able to raise some money in intermediate
years to provide, in the first place modern office equipment (a com-
puter, printer and photocopier) and in the second, funds to kick-start a
village sanitation and food hygiene programme. About $NZ 200,000
has so far been sent to the VWU for the project, and with the new
phase starting later this year, this figure should rise to nearly $300,000.

This next phase, Phase V, will consolidate and extend the work done
so far, with special emphasis on village sanitation and hygiene, and
particularly targeted at the poorest communes in the mountain prov-
inces selected. It aims to provide small loans to a further one thousand
poor women to practice aspects of the VAC programme.

NZ/Vietnam Women�s Project, Box 784, Wellington, New Zealand.

Self profiles are provided by NGOs or adapted from their
materials.  We edit profiles only for style.

Philadelphia Orchestra includes
Hanoi and HCM City in its 1999 Tour

The Philadelphia Orchestra, led by Music Director Wolfgang
Sawallisch will become the first professional symphony
orchestra to  perform in Vietnam. The trip to Vietnam was

made following an  invitation from the Vietnam Ministry of Culture
and Information. It is sponsored by CIGNA corporation and also
includes performances in Japan, Malaysia, and Taiwan.

The Orchestra will arrive be in Vietnam for a five-day visit. During
their visit they will perform a  special free concert for the children
of Hanoi on May 21, an evening concert at the Cultural Palace in
Hanoi on May 22, and a concert at the Hoa Binh Theater in HCM
City on May 23.

In April, Dr. Tran Thu Ha, Dean of the Hanoi National Conserva-
tory of Music met in Philadelphia with Orchestra staff and ar-
ranged for some members of the orchestra to conduct master
classes for student�s of the  Hanoi Conservatory of Music.  Dr. Ha
is pictured below with Governor Tom Ridge who will also be in
Vietnam leading a trade delegation from Pennsylvania that coin-
cides with the visit of the Orchestra.

Tran Thu Ha, Rector and Pianist, Hanoi National Conser-
vatory of Music, with Vietnam veteran and Pennsylvania
Governor Tom Ridge.  Photo: Jean E. Brubaker for the
Philadelphia Orchestra
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Second, that the US embargo had thus far stood in the way of
significant institutional collaboration in medicine and public health
between the two countries, cooperation the Cubans consider vital
because of the undisputed scientific achievements in the United
States.

Third, that there was substantial public opinion and humanitarian
benefit to be gained from long-term cooperation between the medi-
cal communities of the two countries. And finally, that there was
much to be learned from each other, but no influences to peddle or

promote.

MEDICC is not
the first US-
Cuba program in
medicine: back in
the sixties, US-
CHE (the US-
Cuba Health Ex-
change) was cre-
ated by left-of-
center physi-
cians and health
professionals in
the United
States, who
documented in
Cuba their dream
of universal
medical cover-

age and made significant material contributions to Cuban medical
libraries and other facilities.

Later initiatives proposed across-the-board scientific cooperation.
And since the beginning of this decade, the number of US material
aid and assistance groups has grown in medicine: DISARM, Glo-
bal Links, the US-Cuba Medical Project, to name a few.

However, MEDICC was the
first constituted as a joint un-
dertaking, its Academic
Council made up of presti-
gious Cuban and US medical
educators and practicing
physicians, and its Executive
Committee of health profes-
sionals from both countries
(see sidebar). With equal rep-
resentation, these bodies
make policy and operating de-
cisions for MEDICC. Simply
stated, but all-important.

It may be worth lingering on
this point to place it in con-

text: in 1992, the Cuban Democracy Act became US law. It tight-
ened the already fierce embargo on Cuba, closing virtually its only
loophole by banning US foreign subsidiary trade with Cuba and
barring ships under any flag from entering US ports for six months
after docking in Cuba. As the �carrot�, the law also proposed �aid
to the Cuban people�, better telephone communication with the
United States and other measures�all aimed in explicit terms to
undermine the Cuban government and social system.

When the enhanced policy was paraded in public two years later
by prominent State Department officials�now as lynchpin instead
of carrot�Cuban government and domestic opinion received it as
tantamount to one more US declaration of war on the revolution.

As so many times in the past, Cuban agencies scrambled to batten
down the hatches, and since State had knighted US civil society to
ride the Trojan horses into Cuba, US organizations, institutions,
universities and the like all fell under suspicion when any ap-
proached the island. (Much to their chagrin, since they never asked
to be messengers for US foreign policy goals.) Subsequent US
policy tinkering has only reinforced such fears that US-based
groups come to Cuba with hidden agendas.

Enter the good US doctors proposing MEDICC: even with trans-
parent intentions, they were viewed skeptically�and still are�in
many Cuban quarters. The difference today is that the program
has won very important defenders, first among them the Cuban
leadership in MEDICC, which has gained confidence in their US
counterparts from two years of taking joint decisions and imple-
menting practical commitment to a joint program. For them and for
the US participants, MEDICC has become a positive model of col-
laboration.

The Importance of Pilot Courses
Given the legal, travel, educational and cultural complexities of
organizing a US student experience in Cuba, MEDICC has put
each new elective through a trial run. The program started small,
with three pilot courses in 1998: a clinical elective in community
medicine for 4th year medical students; an in-depth look at Cuba�s
national health system for public health master�s degree candi-

What is MEDICC?

Medical Education Cooperation with Cuba (MEDICC) offers elective experiences in Cuba for stu-
dents in the health sciences working towards academic degrees in the United States and Canada.
Electives may be from four to eight weeks, including coursework and clinical rotations at Cuban
medical facilities where Cuban physicians individually mentor students.

In Cuba, MEDICC electives are coordinated with the National Center for Post-Graduate Medical
Training (CENAPEM) in Havana. The MEDICC Program is made possible through generous sup-
port from The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, The Christopher Reynolds Foun-
dation and the Arca Foundation.

MEDICC; 328 Flatbush Ave., Box 406; Brooklyn, NY 11238; (718) 623-1306; http://www.medicc.org

Cumban Primary Care:  Aa family doctor�s office
in the heart of the Sierra Maestra mountains

MEDICC (continued from p. 1)
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dates; and a clinical elective for midwifery practitioners.

Based on evaluations from students, faculty, administrators and
the Academic Council itself, the first two became established
MEDICC electives in 1999. This summer, two more �pilots� are
projected: an introduction to the
Cuban health system for first-year
medical students, and a course on
reproductive health in Cuba.

Improving the course contents
and general student experience is
a constant in MEDICC�s develop-
ment. Based on student and fac-
ulty input, the program adapts. For
example, a strong cross-cultural
component has been introduced
into the medical Spanish curricu-
lum; more practice and fewer lec-
tures in clinical electives; and
greater attention is being paid to
pre-travel orientation. This makes
MEDICC a highly labor-intensive
program, but it is difficult to imag-
ine it otherwise.

 The MEDICC Bridge
The US end of the MEDICC undertaking had its initial home in the
American Association for World Health (AAWH), which spon-
sored the 1996 report on the impact of the embargo on health and
nutrition in Cuba. But the program soon outgrew its space there,
and became an independent corporation (MEDICC, Inc.) with tax-
exempt status.

This change also left MEDICC a freer hand to develop relation-
ships with medical and public health schools (MEDICC students
have now come from 41 schools); professional organizations (such
as the American Public Health Association, Association of Schools

MEDICC�s Legal Framework

In October 1995, President Clinton made it possible for US students to take courses in Cuba if
they receive credit from their home institutions. However, until now travel permission has
involved significant red tape, which MEDICC has taken on by applying for individual travel
licenses for each participating student. After one year of such licensing, this February the
organization received one of Treasury�s first �umbrella� licenses, covering all prospective
students for the next eight months. Revised regulations are expected momentarily, which should
ease this process even further in the future.

On the Cuban side, MEDICC applies for special visas, allowing the visitor to study during their
stay in Cuba. And the MEDICC program has been formalized with an official agreement be-
tween the US partner (MEDICC, Inc.) and Cuba� s Centro Nacional de Perfeccionamiento
Médico (CENAPEM), the island�s national post-graduate medical training facility.

of Public Health, National Medi-
cal Association, International
Health Medical Education Con-
sortium, and the Hispanic Physi-
cians� Association); and student
groups (the American Medical
Student Association and the Na-
tional Student Medical Associa-
tion). These ties assist MEDICC
in outlining interests on the US
side of the equation�and helped
to identify Cuba�s practice of com-
munity-based medicine as a key
area of interest for the entire
health field in the United States.

Such outreach is also indispens-
able to the institutional links

MEDICC hopes to facilitate between the Cuban and US medical
communities. So, too, are spin-off projects that have emerged from
priorities jointly identified by MEDICC�s Academic Council: thus
the program has begun on-line publication of the first medical
journal to consistently publish Cuban medical research in English

(MEDICC Review) and ini-
tiated the Medical Literature
Project to equip Cuban
health professionals with
current subscriptions to US
medical journals.

Plans for the near future�
which we expect will also
help broaden the funding
base for the program�in-
clude reaching agreements
to offer Continuing Medi-
cal Education (CME) cred-
its to US physicians at-
tending medical courses
and congresses in Cuba
(which would substantially
increase their participation

in medical events on the island); forming an active MEDICC Alumni
organization to keep young graduates �plugged in�; setting up a
scholarship fund; and facilitating travel to US medical institutions
and events by Cuban physicians.

MEDICC is proving that joint programs are possible between US
and Cuban institutions, programs which offer respectful models of
shared interests and imperatives, and which can produce the con-
fidence necessary for real cooperation.

Gail Reed is a development consultant for several US founda-
tions and MEDICC Executive Committee member.  She can be
reached at <medic@infomed.sld.cu>.

A  M i d w i f e  a t t e n d s  a  m o t h e r  a n d   n e w b o r n  i n  H a v a n a .
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most of the Cambodian government officials who spoke.  Holding
the conference after formation of the CPP-FUNCINPEC coalition
led to strong representation by Ministers, Secretaries of State and
Undersecretaries of State of both governing parties.  The ministers
who spoke were Deputy Prime Minister Sar Kheng, Minister for the
Council of Ministers Sok An, Co-minister of Defense Prince Sisowath
Sirirath, Minister of Commerce Cham Prasidh, Minister of Informa-
tion Lu Lay Sreng and Minister of Environment Mok Mareth.

The 450 registrants do not include people who came just for the
session at which they were speaking.   Our rough analysis of who
attended follows:

Country where currently living: Cambodia 216, Vietnam 90, USA 45,
Laos 38, Canada 8, Thailand 8, UK 6, Philippines 3, China (including
Hong Kong) 4, Australia 2, Malaysia 1,Nepal 1, Switzerland 1.

Nationalities: Australia 14, Belgium 4, Cambodia 134, Canada 19,
Denmark 2, Netherlands 4, France 6, Germany 5, Hong Kong/China
2, India 2, Italy 4, Japan 2, Laos 21, Norway 2, Philippines 3, Sweden
5, Switzerland 2, Thailand 5, UK 19, US 97, Vietnam 52

Government and semi-government (mass organizations, universi-
ties): Cambodia 30, Vietnam 22, Laos 16

INGO expats: Cambodia 100, Vietnam 25, Laos 9

Local staff of INGOs: Cambodia 40, Vietnam 40, Laos 11

Local NGOs from Cambodia: 50

Bilaterals and multilaterals: 25 (plus about 5 more who showed up
for one session.)

A Forum Conference Overview
by David Elder, Forum Convener
     John McAuliff, Forum Coordinator
     Susan Hammond, Conference Coordinator

The first conference held in the region of the Forum on Cam
bodia, Laos and Vietnam took place in Phnom Penh January
25-28, 1999.   Plenaries, panels and sectoral groups involv-

ing 450 international and regional participants met in the shadow of
Wat Phnom at the Council for the Development of Cambodia com-
pound and in the Sunway Hotel.

Personal comments to staff and to volunteers suggested a great
success. Evaluation forms were completed by 179 persons, 40% of
participants.  The overall assessment was favorable: Excellent 13%,
Good/better than average 52%, Satisfactory 30%, Poor 5%, Terrible
0%.

A number of people wondered why such a gathering had not been
held sooner in the region.  The primary criticism was that three
sessions of one hour did not provide enough time for most of the
sectoral groups.  We also received many thoughtful suggestions
for future improvements.

We were especially gratified that staying with the Phnom Penh
venue proved to be a sound decision, despite the many costs and
frustrations of three postponements.  The 50% of the participants
who came from outside of Cambodia were impressed (and often
surprised) by what they saw of the country, including the vibrancy
of local NGOs.

They were also moved by the dynamic and open presentations of

Special Thanks also go to the Royal Government of Cambodia and the Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Vietnam
� USA Society, the Lao Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Star Kampuchea, the Council for the Development of Cambodia,
Sunway Hotel in Phnom Penh, CCC,  the Cambodian NGO Forum, and the NGO Resource Center in Hanoi.

Mennonite Central  Committee � Laos

Institute of International Education

VVAF � Vietnam

World Education

Save the Children Fund � USA

Cambodia Brewery Limited  - Tiger Beer

Cambodia Beverage Company - Coca � Cola

Oxfam America

World Bank Small Grants Program

Ford Foundation - Vietnam

SIDA � Cambodia

SIDA � Laos

CIDSE - Cambodia

CfBT Education Services - Cambodia

Mennonite Central  Committee � Cambodia

The Forum on Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam would not have been possible without the financial and in-kind
support support from the following:
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In terms of sectoral interests, community development was the
largest group, dividing itself into three sub-groups to facilitate work.
Education also was divided into three sub-groups, but the total
number from this sector was not nearly as large as at conferences in
the US.

Next Steps
Our dilemma, happily enough, is what to do with success.  It is
abundantly clear that holding the conference in the region meets a
felt need both for expats and for local people, whether working in
INGOs or national institutions.  This was the largest of the nine
Forum conferences and certainly the most diversely representative
in terms of host country people and non-American INGOs and
bilateral donors.  Discussions were probably more substantive than
at other conferences since so many participants were active practi-
tioners.  The potential for ongoing cooperation was demonstrable,
even without a structure to facilitate it.

The predominant view expressed in the evaluation forms was that
we should hold a conference in the region every 12 or 18 months.
However, there was surprisingly strong sentiment for also continu-
ing with some form of conference in the US.

Now we need the input of readers of Indochina Interchange to the
discussion.  Our working plan at this point is:

 A. A full international conference held every eighteen months
in Indochina, rotating among the three countries.  Sufficient ad-
vance notice of a date certain should allow more home and field
offices the option of being represented from Europe and Asia as
well as from North America.  Our plan is to gather next in Laos or
Vietnam in June of 2000.   June may make it easier for university
exchange representatives to attend.

B. A mini-conference in Washington based on an annual
meeting with the three Foreign Ministers during their Fall visits to
the UN.   This offers the ministers a good platform to address policy

Mail to Forum on Cambodia, Laos & Vietnam, 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 727, NY, NY 10115, fax to 212-367-4366, or e-mail to usindo@igc.org

Name _____________________________________ Organization _________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________

             ___________________________________________________ e-mail ________________________________

I am interested in the mini-conference with the Foreign Ministers in Washington.  The best dates for me are

  •  Thursday afternoon-Friday (9/30-10/1)    •  Friday afternoon-Saturday (10/1-2)

In addition to the Foreign Ministers, the program should include

• representatives of the participating sectors (NGO, university, foundation, business, overseas nationals)

• representatives of US government agencies

• other ____________________________________________

issues and allows higher level and program staff from home offices
to update themselves and to meet colleagues from other agencies.
Subject to further consultation in the US and in Indochina, we plan
the first such meeting will take place October 1-2.

Following is a very preliminary conceptual agenda for the mini-
conference:

Friday afternoon:   Presentation by a foreign minister with questions
(Cambodia?)
Coffee break
Panel

Friday evening:   Reception
Dinner together by constituency (e.g. NGOs, Universi-
ties, Business. Foundations, Overseas nationals)

Saturday morning: Second country, same pattern (Laos?)

Lunch: Speech by high ranking State Department official,
overview of US policy toward each country

Saturday afternoon:  Third country, same pattern (Vietnam?)

Evening: Tri-country reception at one of the embassies

There are two options under consideration for the panels which
will follow the Ministers.  One is to invite speakers from each of
the constituencies listed above (see Friday dinner) which are
working in the country whose minister has just spoken.  An
alternative is to make panels of representatives of US govern-
ment agencies with programs in Indochina.

Also under consideration if funding is available is to invite one
person from each country who has primary responsibility for
relations with NGOs and other US not-for-profits.

We believe that meeting Friday afternoon and Saturday would be
most convenient, but are open to Thursday afternoon and Friday.
If you think you might want to come, please use the form below.
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NGO Self Profile
New York Bay Company, Ltd. has won an interna-
tional reputation for  its work on debt-for-development (or "debt
swaps")  involving the conversion of hard currency foreign debt
obligations into local currencies for in-country development projects.
This technique is of special interest to international  charity and multi-
lateral donor organizations because of the  local currency premium
that is generated.

A debt swap is a tool for managing and reducing  sovereign indebt-
edness.  It leverages the value of gifts or grants  of hard currency by
utilizing them to pay creditors who  will accept less then the face
value of the debt to achieve  early settlement.  The swap allows the
debtor to share the  discount and offers the following additional
advantages:

·     Local currency funds for the development  project for which the
aid or grant was intended increase.

·     Future calls on the foreign exchange reserves  of the debtor
country for debt servicing are removed.

·     Because sponsors of development programs  realize a local
currency premium, an environment is  created which encourages
an expansion of the scope of their  activity.

The debts that still encumber poor countries were  incurred many
years ago.  Typical creditors are  commercial banks and govern-
ment export credit organizations.   Much of this debt has been
"written down" and payment  rescheduled but the residual indebt-
edness continues to restrict  legitimate new borrowing and mort-
gages furture export  revenues.  There is now increasing pressure
on indebted  governments to address the problem and to use swaps
as a  part of the solution.

NYB works with governments to design debt swap  programs and
to manage their implementation. NYB also provides  a complete
service to manage charitable and donor  organizations' participa-
tion in existing programs including  identifying debt sellers, and
determining debt.

New York Bay Company Limited; 61 Broadway, Suite 1417; New
York, NY 10006; tel: (212) 344-5450; fax: (212) 344-5575.

stability in Cambodia while continuing to respect human rights.
Socio-economic development requires that the country improve
confidence in the legal system, the army and police, and govern-
ment administration. This will allow the country to raise Cambodia�s
standard of living and alleviate poverty. The Royal Government, he
explained, is also committed to demining lands and expanding farm-
ing opportunities for destitute Cambodians. The government wel-
comes and congratulates NGOs, who are integral to the country�s
development and rehabilitation. New NGO laws in the works will
make NGOs more effective in partnership with the government.

Minister Sar Kheng also emphasized that membership in ASEAN is
very important to Cambodia both politically and economically, and
that Cambodia intends to meet criterion that ASEAN has set for the
nation�s membership.

Lessons for Transitional Economies from
the Asian Economic Crisis

R. Natarajan, Chief Liaison Officer, World Bank Cambodia
Natarajan emphasized that he speaks as a knowledgable individual,
not as a representative of the World Bank. He began by outlining
the evolution of the Asian economic crisis, which began with the
decline of the Thai riel. Excessive demand for dollars against baht
was impossible to meet without devaluing the baht. The ripples of
the devaluation of the baht extended unimaginably. This led to the
collapse of economies, industries and financial institutions and
exacerbated social divisions when people had no means of dealing
with the collapse. People have tried to assess the crisis and ad-
dress social dimensions of the crisis, but no clear solutions have

emerged.

In 1993, soon after the
formation of the Royal
Government of Cam-
bodia, the government
was committed to
moving macroeco-
nomic priorities away
from a command ap-
proach. Their efforts
were met by substan-
tial investment and aid
which fueled remark-
able growth. In 1990,
GDP growth was
maybe 1% but by 1994
it was 7% per year. Per
capita income grew,
inflation was con-
tained, the riel stabi-

lized � all encouraging
patterns of develop-
ment. Growth was a

boom for urban centers, but rural areas did not feel the benefits as
quickly. Agriculture and service related sectors were expanding
faster than manufacturing.

We arrive at July 1997: July 2 the baht is devalued, July 5 the Cam-
bodian political crisis unfolds and substantially reduces the inflow
of foreign investment and aid. No one can tell which factor was

R. Natarajan

Forum (continued from p. 1)
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subordinate because they arrived together.
The crises exacerbated one another and
made it difficult for the economy to over-
come either one. Investment in Cambodia
was coming primarily from countries af-
fected by the economic crisis, and because
the economy relies heavily on the dollar,
the country was not in a position to take
advantage of the declining currency. Ho-
tel rooms priced in dollars cost 2-3 times
what the same room would cost in
Bangkok, which took an extra toll on tour-
ism. The country scraped through �97 with-
out much inflation, but jobs were lost. The
fall in Indonesia and Thailand was steeper
because they started higher, but hardship
increased in Cambodia as well.

In many senses, the economic crisis is a di-
saster, but it forces everyone to look for more
substantial, people centered development paradigms. It presents
us with a golden opportunity to rethink development paradigms.

Some thoughts on what we might do, or at least, what we might
consider more closely:

¨ For countries situated like Cambodia, growth should be targeted
clearly towards investment that fosters a private sector which
creates jobs but that must be paired with a strong monitoring
system that can deal with abuses in labor laws before a situation
gets out of hand.

¨ Many are convinced that the economic crisis was triggered by
the flight of short-term capital from Thailand. Stronger controls
could have prevented the accumulation of unstable short-term
capital.

¨ Macroeconomic policies must be interwoven with social goals
and social priorities, and more attention must be given to social
consequences. Policies have to be targeted directly at poverty
alleviation, and social networks and security must be in place.

¨ Growth must be designed to distribute rewards and opportuni-
ties and rewards evenly.

¨ Closer attention should be paid to formation of human and social
capital.

¨ Wider participation in decision making can increase ownership
and prepare communities to respond to crisis.

¨ Civil society organizations have an important role to play inter-
nationally and internally. They can raise international awareness
of problems within a region so that outside actors can frame
effective responses that are encouraging and not punitive.

William Pearson, Cambodia Mission Director, USAID

Pearson began by addressing the impor-
tance of economic growth not only to pre-
vent or mitigate an economic crisis, but
also because economic growth contrib-
utes to social coherence. Within Cambo-
dia, he observed warfare and crisis have
defined the country for decades. There is
a sense today that the paradigm is shift-
ing and Cambodia has an opportunity to
move into the next century without a war.
A peacetime economy, however, requires
substantial changes. Command oriented
growth is antithetical to market growth,
and international loan agencies will look
very closely at market freedom in Cambo-
dia. The military was essential during the
last decade, but the country needs that
money for other priorities today. Demobi-
lization and reintegration of the military
must be thorough. Finally, open dialog be-

tween governments and NGOs will be vital to a new Cambodia
because NGOs have experience collaborating with communities
and a wealth of knowledge to offer government planners. NGOs,
too, have to move toward collaborating with governments to con-
struct a new development agenda.

Bilingual Career Management

Consultants/Trainers Needed

English & Vietnamese

An international career management firm is
seeking English/Vietnamese speaking con-
tract consultants/trainers with ability in ca-
reer counseling, platform training and fa-
cilitation skills. Qualified individuals will
have experience in training, human re-
sources or counseling and have a clear un-
derstanding of corporate operations. We
are an equal opportunity employer.

Please fax resume to:

L.P. (203) 324-9253.

(advertisement)

William Pearson
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Questions
David Elder opened the floor to questions with the observation
that the lesson most directly drawn from the Asian economic crisis
is that those who thought they had the answers are no longer sure
that they do and the dialog is open. One of the first questions
challenged Pearson on his use of terms like growth and develop-
ment and suggested that poverty alleviation is possible as much
through reforms in the way wealth is distributed as through eco-
nomic growth. Other questions directed at both speakers focused
on the importance of sustainable agriculture and forestry, to which
Natarajan in particular responded that he felt the World Bank does
have a responsibility as a lender to weigh and monitor the environ-
mental impact of the projects they advocate.

Country Plenary: Cambodia

Prince Sisowath Sirirath, Co-Minister of Defense
With the near complete surrender/defeat of the Khmer Rouge, the
Cambodian armed forces are
ready to be substantially
thinned out. The government
payroll at the time of Prince
Sirirath�s talk included 148,000
men in arms and another
64,000 police officers. These
figures include ghost sol-
diers, not in active duty or not
alive at all. The armed forces
consume 40% of the
government�s budget, money
that could be put towards de-
velopment needs, arts and
education. As an example,
Prince Sirirath observed that
a mere 0.4% of the national
budget goes towards arts and
culture. The future of Cambo-
dia depends on better fund-
ing for education and the arts.

In addition to being overstaffed, the armed forces do not have
barracks � soldiers carry their weapons home every night. Military
arms, then, are used in personal disputes, and contribute to the
over armament of the Cambodian population as a whole. Building
barracks must be a priority of the military reform plan.

In January, after exploring examples set in Nicaragua, Mozambique
and El Salvador� all countries that went through effective demo-
bilization programs�Prime Minister Hun Sen announced a plan to
get rid of 55,000 soldiers and 24,000 police over the next 4 ½ years.
The government needs help making the program work. The plan
calls for an initial outlay of $25 million from outside agencies in
addition to the national budget allotted to the army, to build bar-
racks and restructure the army. Soldiers will be demobilized in phases
and provided with some money to help make the transition smoothly
to civilian life. An important part of this process will be depoliticizing

the army � helping soldiers and civilians understand that the army
does not serve a political party, but rather, the Cambodian people.

Cham Prasidh, Minister of Commerce
Prasidh began his talk by observing that today is a good opportu-
nity to be in Cambodia to learn from the country. INGOs working in
Indochina have done much to build a bridge between the people of
Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam, and their own people as well as to
pick up the pieces and repair damage from the Vietnam War. INGOs
were and are vital to national and international reconciliation. Cam-
bodia has finally reached a point where the country can begin to
move from rehabilitation to development, and the new coalition
government can be stable because the two major parties are com-
mitted to this goal.

Prasidh then turned to the question of whether Cambodia will try
the Khmer Rouge. Prasidh lost his parents, grandparents, and 84
family members in total to the Khmer Rouge, and millions of Cam-
bodians faced the same fate. The government has heard widespread

objection to the welcome af-
forded to Nuon Chea and
Khieu Samphan, but argues that
a state welcome was a neces-
sary part of their surrender, and
that the two would not have
come forward if they had not
been allowed to surrender. Per-
haps they deserve to be tried,
and as a victim, he wants to see
them tried, but as a politician
his responsibility is to the
people of Cambodia and their
security.

Chea and Samphan�s surrender
brought peace with which Cam-
bodia can develop. 1975 was
the time to look for justice but
the world was quiet. Their sur-
render was linked to their
reincorporation into society as

ordinary citizens. Everyone who surrendered before and with them
has blood on their hands and would be threatened by a trial. Those
who are raising their voices now are hypocrites because they did
not do anything when Cambodia needed help. Now that Cambodia
has a chance at peace, it is hypocritical to insist on a trial that will
threaten that peace. The country should take its military budget
and spend it on the people. There are regions of the country that
INGOs are now working in that were shut off for years. Those
people are desperately in need and INGOs can serve them now. If a
trial is held, farmers may be safe during the day, but they cannot be
protected at night. If we don�t want peace, why is the Forum here,
he asked. Anyone who will take responsibility for all future civil
war in Cambodia may continue to call for a trial, otherwise they
should support the peace we have.

Questions

Cambodian Officials Present for the Opening and Country Plenaries
Front Row:  Deputy Prime Minister Sar Kheng, Minister of Commerce Cham
Prasidh, Co-Minister of Defense Sisowath Sirirath, Minister of Education Mok
Mareth.  Back Row: Undersecretary of State for Women�s Affairs Sam Arun,
Secreatry of State for Health, Mam Bunheng.
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David Elder opened the questions by thanking Minister Prasidh for
his unusual candor. In the question and answer period, the issue of
deforestation was also addressed. Sirirath reiterated that restruc-
turing the army and demobilizing many soldiers will make it easier
to demand transparency of the rest so that timber poaching can be
curtailed.

Questions focussed on the logistics of demilitarization, especially
related to land reform and soldiers living on contested land, which
both Sirirath and Prasidh acknowledge may prove problematic. The
demobilization plan includes $1200 for each demobilized soldier to
prevent unrest, and the government has been working on projects
to resettle squatters with land and some credit to help get people
back on their feet. One question challenged Prasidh�s position on
the Khmer Rouge, arguing that peace may be necessary, but the
country needs a trial to prevent a second genocide. Prasidh�s re-
sponse was that healing the wounds left from the Khmer Rouge will
bridge social divisions that might otherwise give rise to a second
genocide.

Country Plenary: Laos

Mme. Khempeng Pholsena, Vice Minister in Charge of Foreign
Economic Cooperation
In 1986, Lao PDR introduced the New Economic Mechanism to
move from central
planning towards a
market system.
Over the last de-
cade, the country
has seen vast im-
provements but
Laos remains a
Least Developed
Nation by UN stan-
dards, ranked 135
of the 175 countries
listed in the Human
Development Index.

Laos is primarily rural.  Though other sectors increasingly contrib-
uted more to the GDP than agriculture, 85% of the population con-
tinues to make their living off of the land. Attempts to reduce pov-
erty, then, necessarily focus on rural poor. Some of the significant
problems include lack of access to quality education, especially for
girls, and lack of access to quality health care. Poor access to health
care, especially, is aggravated by poor nutrition and poor sanita-
tion. The nation�s infrastructure remains underdeveloped, and
Unexploded Ordinace (UXO) are a continuing threat.

The Asian economic crisis has only exacerbated problems further.
Government response to the crisis has tried to take into account
the particular character of Laos.  It has identified a set of priority
programs to direct aid toward the country�s most immediate needs.
The priorities include:

� Food Production

� Commercial Production

� Shifting Cultivation Stabilization

� Rural Development

� External Economic Relations

� Human Resource Development

� Services Development

The goal of development strategies is first and foremost to eradi-
cate mass rural poverty in Lao PDR by the year 2020 through a
multisectoral approach that can build a framework for sustained
economic security. This encompasses on and off farm income gen-
erating activities, rural credit and finance, institutional strengthen-
ing to improve participatory planning, irrigation, education (both
formal and non-formal), community forestry, sanitation and health
care. The government has also constructed an anti-crisis plan fo-
cused on food production, commodity production and service de-
velopment that will improve food security as well as economic sta-
bility.

Mme Khempeng
stressed a number of
other elements of the
country�s efforts to
recover from and
prevent a recurrence
of the crisis in the
future. These in-
clude screening in-
vestment priorities
with respect to their
impact on poverty
alleviation (i.e. a hy-

dropower project that should or is expected to generate money that
can be directed toward poverty alleviation programs while provid-
ing for future needs with environmental impact in mind); macro-
economic management and a continued commitment to regional
integration as a source of strength both for Laos and the region.

The National Poverty Alleviation Action Plan, the National Plan of
Action for Nutrition and the National Program of Action for Chil-
dren each provide immediate opportunities for cooperation between
the Lao government and NGOs. These action plans all call for sub-
stantial capacity building, especially human resource development,
and are in need of support and involvement. Capacity building
should aim to upgrade individual skills and knowledge, fortify those
institutions that must facilitate social change, and reach out to the
ultimate beneficiaries of social programs. Participation of NGOs
and help with capacity building and institutional strengthening will
allow mass organizations already in place � the Lao Women�s Union
and the Lao Youth Organization, etc. � to meet the country�s needs

Laos Country Plenary
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These programs are:

� National Program for Hunger Eradication and Poverty Reduction

� National Program for Job Creation

� Program for Population and Family Planning

� Program for Abolishing Dangerous Diseases

� Program Against HIV/AIDS

� National Program for Sports

� National Program for Clean Water and Environmental Sanitation

Vietnam is doing her best to effectively cooperate with interna-
tional institu-
tions, INGOs in
particular. Viet-
nam encour-
ages INGOs to
work directly at
the grass roots
levels to help
the poorest of
the poor. With
the great

strides that have been made to-
wards fully normalizing rela-
tions between Vietnam and the

United States, there is still much to be done to address the wounds
of the war and look to the future and Vietnam thanks INGOs for all
of the valuable work that they do in the country.

Cooperation between International Non
Profit Organizations and Host
Governments

Each speaker expressed the importance of effective communication
in fueling cooperation, and the importance of cooperation in reach-
ing development goals. International NGOs, local NGOs and the
government share an ultimate goal, to work together to improve the
lives of people in the country in a sustainable and equitable man-
ner.

Pres Manola, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (Cambodia)
Manola stressed that the work of NGOs is vital to the development
of Cambodia. NGO work in Cambodia falls into four general catego-
ries:

¨ Contribution of large scale service projects with funding (i.e.
refuge repatriation or natural disaster relief)

¨ Cooperation with government infrastructure on human resource

and goals.

One of the biggest challenges facing Laos is the transition from
top-down to participatory planning. This transition can make the
country stronger in the long run but needs the support of NGOs in
making the people capable of taking on the responsibility of partici-
patory planning.

Country Plenary: Vietnam

Vu Xuan Hong, Executive Vice President, Vietnam Union of
Friendship Organizations
The economic situation in Vietnam continues to improve overall,
but indicators for 1998 show the impacts of the regional financial
turmoil. Foreign Direct Investment is less than half what it was in
1996 and GDP growth slowed considerably. The country has seen
some economic
successes and the
standard of living
in Vietnam is on the
rise, but more than
10% of communes
lack access to ba-
sic infrastructure
(clean water, health
care, transporta-
tion, electricity,
etc.) especially in re-
mote provinces. In ad-
dition, the country has to do more to address other social problems
including the high rate of HIV transmission, homeless children and
meeting the needs of people with disabilities.

Vietnam today receives substantial international support for pov-
erty alleviation and development programs. Official development
assistance commitments came to US$ 2.7 billion for 1999, and INGOs
have bugeted US$ 126 million for more than fifteen hundred projects
in Vietnam. However, INGO aid is not evenly distributed, and im-
poverished rural provinces receive proportionately less aid than
big cites like Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh.

Vietnam has an established institutional mechanism that regulates
INGOs working in Vietnam. In 1996 the government established a
concrete set of rules and organizations to coordinate NGO activity
in Vietnam. (This system is described briefly in the plenary on co-
operation, which follows.)

The Sixth Consultative Group meeting in Vietnam discussed strate-
gies for overcoming the economic regression seen since the Asian
economic crisis began. Vietnam is taking steps to foster structural
reforms which emphasize reforming state owned enterprises and
the banking system and developing the private sector. In addition,
Vietnam has formulated seven national target programs to meet the
country�s development and poverty alleviation needs, with special
attention paid to agriculture and rural development in all cases.

Vietnam Country Plenary
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development and community development

¨ Training public servants and local public officials to allow na-
tionals to operate programs themselves

¨ Setting up NGOs and citizen organizations with popular local
support

Manola noted that the RGC is considerate of INGOs as partners in
development and welcomes their participation, especially in human
resource development. In any developing country, NGOs and the
government must be partners, working together.

Chacky Boudtavong , Chief of NGOs Division, Department of
International Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Lao
PDR)
Cooperation with INGOs is an important point of the Socio Eco-
nomic Development Plan of the Lao government. The government
has implemented expanded cooperation with the international com-
munity, which includes NGOs in Lao PDR. The contributions of
NGOs, especially on small-scale projects, address the immediate
needs of poor people. The government has tried to clarify and
streamline policies that apply to NGOs but it recognizes that some
hurdles to effective an efficient cooperation remain.

At past conferences, the Lao delegation has tried to clarify their
position: the Lao government is guided by principles of sover-
eignty and welcomes NGOs working to meet the country�s devel-
opment needs in cooperation with government agencies. NGOs
need to consider the unique culture of the region they are working
in, however, and should create appropriate projects and refrain
from proselytizing.

Effective cooperation needs sincere contributions and a sense of
reciprocity from both sides�NGOs and host countries. Laos wants
to see people enjoying NGO assistance and wants NGOs to
strengthen the unity of the Lao people.

Nguyen Van Kien, Deputy Director, PACCOM (Vietnam)
Before 1975, there were a few NGOs working to provide humanitar-
ian assistance. Between 1975 and 1988 NGOs working in Vietnam
focussed on relief and humanitarian assistance. After 1989, there
was a shift from relief work to development projects, and the num-
ber of INGOs started to grow, from 70 in 1988 to 476 ten years later,
with combined budgets of $US 70 to 80 million. Poverty alleviation
is the Vietnamese government�s priority, and it shares this goal with
INGOs.

Poverty alleviation in Vietnam requires the mobilization of all avail-
able internal and external resources � no one body can accomplish
it alone. Therefore, the Vietnam Union of Friendship Organizations
was designated to be a focal point for NGO operation in Vietnam,
with PACCOM as its main functional body. PACCOM works to
facilitate relations between INGOs and local officials and recom-
mends activities. INGOs must work through government officials. VHS copies available through Filmakers Library

tel 212 808 4980   fax 212 808 4983
info@filmakers.com

You are invited to a screening of a new documentary

Dancing Through Death:
The Monkey, Magic & Madness of Cambodia
produced and directed  by Janet Gardner,
narrated by Marlene Sanders

This is the story of Thavro Phim, who came of
age under the Pol Pot regime and lost his father,
brother and grandfather to the bloodthirsty Khmer
Rouge.  What kept him whole during the ordeal
was his dedication to Cambodian classical dance
and his chosen role as Hanuman, the magical
white monkey.  We follow Thavro from California
to Cambodia, a country still in turmoil, for a bitter-
sweet reunion with his family and teachers.  It is
also a story of cultural survival and of the danc-
ers� legacy for the Cambodian diaspora.

Newseum
580 Madison Avenue at 56th Street
June 3, 6:30 PM -- doors open at 6:00.
Free to the public, but seating is limited.
Discussion and reception follow the screening.
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which may appear at first to hinder them, but in the long run it
allows them to do more.

Carol Strickler, Cooperation Committee of Cambodia
Strickler began by prov0iding some background information on the
Cooperation Committee of Cambodia (CCC) which is a membership
organization of over 75 local and international NGOs working in
development & humanitarian assistance. The CCC, she explained,
was established in a spirit of cooperation and respect in 1990 by
INGOs who had operated in Cambodia throughout the 80s. In 1991
the Cambodian government accredited the CCC. There are more
than 150 INGOs and somewhere between 200 and 400 local NGOs
and associations formally registered with Cambodia Development
Council, Ministry of Interior or CCC�s directory. There are also
membership, networking, and sectoral working groups that meet
regularly at the national level, and at least 13 informal networks
within Cambodia, all working to coordinate NGO activity. She listed
Medicam, the Disability Action Council, and local NGOs and INGOs
working on voter education as examples of good working relation-
ships with the government.

Open communica-
tion, open exchange
and access to infor-
mation are funda-
mental to a good
working relation-
ship with the gov-
ernment, as is a
clear and transpar-
ent regulatory sys-
tem. In Cambodia,
though there are
many groups work-
ing to improve com-
munication and co-
ordination between
governments and NGOs, Strickler identified a need for more coordi-
nation, as well as better sharing of information and clear guidelines
and procedures. She suggested that defining a working relation-
ship in the future will require a clear understanding of the role of
NGOs in the future of Cambodia that reflects the complimentary
relationship between the government and NGOs working in the
country.

Russel Peterson, NGO Forum on Cambodia
NGO Forum is a network of 60 national and local NGOs. Peterson
focused his talk on the role of NGOs in doing advocacy � working
to convince others of the usefulness of an idea so that the idea can
be put into action. NGOs working closely with the poor have a
unique vantage point, which often allows them to recognize prob-
lems NGOs cannot solve alone. The government and international
bodies are in a more powerful position to improve the lives of a
poor, but NGOs can act as advocates for the problems they iden-
tify. In Cambodia, this advocacy is directed either at the interna-
tional community, the Royal Government of Cambodia or at other
NGOs and institutions of ordinary Cambodian people. Peterson

identified the primary advocacy issues for the NGO Forum as:

� Growth of Civil Society

� Banning Landmines

� Environmental Protection

� Rights of Women

� Promotion of People Centered Development Systems

� In times of trouble, call on international community to continue
their support for Cambodian people not to use withdrawal of aid
as a political tool

The NGO Forum formed during the international aid embargo to
advocate an end to the embargo and restoration of international
aid. During the embargo, INGOs took on infrastructure projects
normally left to bilateral and multilateral donors. The Paris talks in
1991 set the way for restoration of aid and international recogni-

tion, and NGOs
returned to work-
ing on commu-
nity development
projects. Local
NGOs grew rap-
idly, but found
they had a harder
time getting ac-
cess to the gov-
ernment. There
were too many for
the government
to maintain good
relations with and
the government
was necessarily

focused on negotiating the bi- and multi-lateral agencies, embas-
sies and investors that came with the restoration of international
recognition.

Peterson complimented the RGC for their willingness to draw on
NGOs� knowledge and experience. The government�s openness
benefits both government and people because it allows planners to
take up ideas from NGOs working in individual communities and
integrate ideas such as community forestry, participatory village
government, and bottom up development approaches into national
planning. He also observed, though, that some in the government
who welcome the work of NGOs on most issues are less enthusias-
tic of work of human rights organizations. As human rights NGOs
get involved in election education and monitoring programs, they
contribute to the success of the electoral process and improve their
relationship with the government administration.

All NGOs, Peterson said, need to help the process of reconciliation
in Cambodia, and avoid advocating decisions that might refuel the

Hollyn Green, Michelle Brown, Nguyen Van Kien, David Claussenius (Moderator), Pres Manola, Chacky
Boudtavong, Carol Strickler, Russel Peterson
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conflict. The NGO Forum and the CCC were very vocal in condemn-
ing the 1997 violence, and the Forum over the last ten years has
been advocating a Tribunal for the Khmer Rouge, believing that is
what the people wanted. Still, Peterson stressed the importance of
assessing possible repercussions of a trial and respecting diver-
gent opinions on the subject.

Peterson concluded by reiterating that the RGC is open to dialog
and provides a good environment, and that NGOs are honored to
be partners in development with the government. NGOs he said,
must be open to the people and to the government, just as govern-
ment must be open to NGOs.

Hollyn Green, Quaker Service Lao
The American Friends Service Committee has worked in Laos since
1974, doing relief work and beginning the steps of reconstruction.
In 1986, Laos adopted the �New Economic Mechanism� or NEM
that substantially changed development policy in the country. At
the time there were just 13 INGOs working in Laos, but today there
are at least 82. NGOs anywhere are a diverse community, with bud-
gets ranging from $25,000 to $2 million they represent numerous
sectors and many different priorities. In 1997 NGOs were working
primarily on formal and informal education, health, rural develop-
ment, agriculture and fisheries, and disaster relief and prepared-
ness. The working environment in Laos is one of tremendous lee-
way and flexibility to develop NGO programs. A number of NGOs
work on participatory planning, which requires talking with pro-
gram recipients and developing projects through their input.

NGOs work side by side with government counterparts at all levels,
which means that they are laying the groundwork for greater

sustainability be-
cause projects can
eventually be passed
from the NGO to lo-
cal people who can
carry them forward
on their own. NGOs
as a group provide
only 12% of the in-
ternational aid that
goes into Laos. The
vast majority of aid
comes from the
World Bank, the IMF
and other interna-
tional loans and
grants.

Green identified a
number of chal-
lenges to work in Lao
PDR. Large donors,
she noted, should
work closely with
NGOs implementing
projects. The recent

influx of donor money is often a source of confusion when money
comes with its own methodology and pre-established develop-
ment goals formulated outside of Laos that do not take into ac-
count the particular lessons and experience of Laos. Budget alloca-
tions and working methodology have to be navigated together,
and donors have to understand the importance of being flexible.
International NGOs, as well, should remember that they are guests
of Lao PDR and its people and should keep that in mind in their
work.

Another challenge is that Laos has developed far-reaching plans
and policies for rural development, but NGOs are often unfamiliar
with the numerous polices which impact their work. Green sug-
gested that to meet these challenges, NGOs would benefit from
workshops with bilateral donor agencies and legal experts in which
they exchange information and experiences and construct better
long range strategy as well as clear operating guidelines for NGOs.

NGO Self Profile
Localized Poverty Reduction in Vietnam aims
to assist Vietnam in achieving the goals laid out in the Hunger Eradi-
cation and Poverty Reduction initiative, which calls for social plan-
ning and public policy-making to become more decentralized and
integrative.  The project is a collaboration between Thai Nguyen
University, the National Center for Social Sciences & Humanities of
Vietnam, Vinh University, Hue University, University of Dalat, Viet-
nam National University of Ho Chi Minh City and two Canadian
universities, the University of British Columbia and Laval Université
that works to build self-sustaining capacity in partner institutions to
develop and teach low-cost participatory policy assessment and
project planning methods.

The program aims to form a self sustaining Center for Poverty
Reduction at each Vietnamese partner institution, as well as a net-
work between those centers.  The centers will work with local offi-
cials and communities to practice collaborative problem solving, with
particular attention paid to making sure that women, ethnic minorities
and the deeply poor are meaningfully included.  The project further
aims to compile information and knowledge about participatory meth-
ods and disseminate it to other communes, government agencies,
NGOs and educational institutions.  The Canadian International
Development Agency and University Partnerships for Cooperation
and Development provide primary funding for the program.

(For more information, contact Peter Boothroyd, LPRV Director;
Center for Human Settlements, UBC; 4th Floor, 2206 East Mall;
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z3; Canada; tel: (604) 822-4155; fax:
(604) 822-6164; email: peterb@interchange.ubc.ca; http://
www.iar.ubc.ca/centres/lprv)

Self profiles are provided by NGOs or adapted from
their materials.  We edit profiles only for style.

Conference participant at a plenary session.
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Development work in Laos should encourage and expand capacity
building � a long term and professional change within the country,
but one that will be important to the sustainability of any develop-
ment work.

Green concluded with the observation that the Lao government
and NGOs need to find ways to understand each other better, be-
cause both are working towards sustainable development for Laos
and both have to work in tandem.

Michelle Brown, NGO Resource Center in Hanoi
The NGO Resource Center was opened in April 1993. Issues in-
clude the importance of information sharing and the need for chan-
nels that support information sharing. INGOs are central to devel-
opment cooperation. INGOs have a responsibility to understand
the local and national context in which they work and to share
information with host governments so that governments know what
they do.

The NGO Resource Center in Hanoi as an example of development
cooperation. INGOs have been supporting Vietnam�s development
for years: sectors include Health, Education and Training, Natural
Resource Management, Income Generation and more. INGOs in
Vietnam work in partnerships with government agencies.

Brown observed that the nature of an INGO can be its strength �
they do not carry the predetermined interests of government sys-
tems. That they are small, swift and flexible means that they can
take work where others cannot. INGOs
make substantial investments in human
resource development, from project
beneficiaries to INGO staff to govern-
ment officials. They are in a position to
influence policy dialogs and get in-
volved in projects with government
and donors.

Vietnam has established a concrete
framework to facilitate communication
between NGOs and the government.
There are important channels open that
should not be taken lightly, but there
is always room for improvement. Co-
operation is paramount to the success
and sustainability of development.

Closing Session

David Elder, Forum Convener
The Asian Economic Crisis has un-
seated the kings of development and
reopened the discussion about what
should actually happen. In Indochina,
most of the poor still have access to
land � there are not rural slums. The
government accepts the priority of

working to im-
prove the lot of
the poor. Pov-
erty alleviation
programs are
not suspect as
they are in
other coun-
tries. The Con-
ference began
ten years ago
at a time when
US foreign
policy was one
of the most im-
portant factors
in the region.
That the con-
ference can be
held in Cambo-
dia instead of
Pennsylvania
is a mark of
how much has
changed, not
only politically
but technologically as well. Email means that genuine consultation
and decision making across wide gulfs is possible where it wasn�t

before. Moreover, wider English pro-
ficiency makes direct communication
possible because it can happen in a
common language.

Lu Lay Sreng, Minister of
Information
Minister Sreng stressed the impor-
tance of a national media network in
Cambodia that can communicate the
actions of the government to the
grass roots.  during the last 25 years,
each new regime has had to start from
scratch and build a new communica-
tion network. Cambodia today has 2
radio stations and 7 TV networks, but
many people do not have televisions.
The government�s goal has to be to
improve print media.

On the stability situation, the Khmer
Rouge are still there, but they are
close to a conclusion. Political stabil-
ity is a goal as well. The government
welcomes political opposition, which
is necessary to check and question

the government, but the opposition
must be good willed.

Minister of Information Lu Lay Sreng

Executive Vice President Vu Xuan Hong, Minister Sok An and
Vice Minister Khempheng Pholsena
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Sectoral Groups:
Some sectoral groups chose to present findings in the closing ple-
nary.  Their recommendations are as follows:
Services for People with Disabilities
The following are needed to achieve full participation and integra-
tion of people with disabilities into mainstream society:
· Involvement of people with disabilities in planning and develop-

ment of policies and services at all levels
· Networking and partnerships throughout the region to exchange

information and expertise
· Share resources in human resource development, capacity build-

ing
· Organizations should lead by example in promoting employment,

accessibility and promoting a barrier free environment for people
with disabilities.

Contacts:
Helen Pitt, Disabilities Action Council, Cambodia Email:
dac@forum.org.kh
Larry Wolfe, Health Volunteers Overseas
Email:hvovn@netnam.org.vn

Education � University, Graduate Work and Exchanges
Recommends the following or has identified the following needs:
· More money for support, teacher salary, computer access
· Suggest the creation of an educational advisory center as a clear-

inghouse for opportunities, scholarships, ideas, etc.
· more and better English training for Cambodian, Lao and Viet-

namese students so that they can qualify for scholarships to
study abroad

HIV/AIDS and STDs

Sok An, Minister of the Council of Ministers
Finally, Minister Sok An gave his profuse thanks to all who shared
their ideas, experiences, lessons and goals with the conference.
After a decade of war, Cambodia is left with little other than poverty.
Poverty Alleviation is a priority for the government � they have
instituted a program to resettle squatters on 2 hectares of land with
a small house that will allow them to begin to rebuild their lives, and
the government has identified priorities for a poverty alleviation
strategy:

stabilization, Peace, Law and Order, security

support and participation in government (democratization)

economic development and rural development

John McAuliff, Forum Coordinator
John spoke briefly on the changing role of international NGOs as
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam improve their relationships with Eu-
rope, the US, Australia, Japan and other sources of international
aid.

In 1975 there were only a handful of NGOs working in the region,
most of whom had come to Laos, Cambodia or Vietnam as partners,
working to open new paths and communication. Today, there are
hundreds of NGOs, many who come as professionals, with multi-
country experience as aid givers and donors. These NGOs bring
different values and
a new kind of rela-
tionship. Finding
balance in the rela-
tionship between
INGOs and host
governments be-
comes a very real is-
sue, and countries
find they need to re-
evaluate the role of
INGOs.

Part of the concern
of INGOs should be
how their own home
countries perceive
and relate to the
countries they are
working in. The
amount and charac-
ter of bilateral assis-
tance from our gov-
ernments directly in-
fluences how
INGOs are able to
work. INGOs also
find they have to in-
terpret changes in
the region to home

US Ambassador Kenneth Quinn welcomes
conference participants as senior member of
the diplomatic community.

governments and public opinion, and should act to some degree as
advocates for their host country. They have to work with busi-
nesses and business needs because private investment is neces-
sary to continued economic development. These are new roles to
play, both for INGOs that have been working in Indochina since the
seventies and those who arrived in the nineties.

In the interest of space, this report covers only Plenary sessions
from the conference, and the next issue, due out this summer, will

Tapes Available
Tapes of most plenary sessions and panels are available from the Fund
for Reconciliation and Development.  For more information or a list of
tapes, contact our office:

The Fund for Reconciliation and Development
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 727
New York, NY 10115
tel: (212) 367-4220
fax: (212) 367-4366
usindo@igc.apc.org
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than those that offered literacy skills only.   Problems in sustain-
ing class numbers.

· Vocational Training Coordination and insertion of vocational
training skills in general education programs.

· Teacher pay and ways to keep teachers from leaving the minis-
tries and schools for the private sector.

Suggestions were to continue contact and encourage exchanges
of personelle from each country�s  Ministry of Education.
Contact:
Lucy Royal-Dawson CfBT � CAMSET Email: cfbt@bigpond.com.kh
Primary Health Care
Identified the following needs:
· NGOs need a coordination mechanism that can work with the

government coordination mechanism.
· NGOs need to understand government priorities (communica-

tion).
Contact:
Curtis Sweezy, Counterpart  Email:
counterpart@netnam.org.vn

Community Development
Participation of community has to start at the very beginning of

any process
Focus should be on people, not on projects
Ex-pat staff cannot be directly involved in promoting the participa-

tion of local people
More attention should be paid to gender roles and awareness
Popular methods and appropriately cultured methods are useful

and important
Advocacy is an important role for community development work-

ers � advocating for the needs of the poor at all levels.
Contact:
 Brian Heidel, CIDSE, Cambodia Email:
cidsecam@forum.org.kh

Disaster Relief
Became a sectoral group of one, but the group stressed the impor-
tance of being prepared for natural disasters before they happen.

Other sectoral groups that met but did not report in the final
session:

Agriculture:
All agreed that food security is the number one national goal in
agriculture though the way to meet these goals varied between the
three countries and even within each country.   The national priori-
ties for food security were outlined as follows:
· Cambodia: Rice variatal improvement, irrigation/water manage-

ment, diversification of farming systems, and human resource
development

· Laos: food production, cash crop production, reduction of slash
and burn farming, irrigation and infrastructure, agricultural re-
search, and human resources development

· Vietnam: rice production, integrated farming systems, animal pro-
duction and focus on poor communes.

Contact:
Sen Sovann � Cambodia, Royal University of Agriculture
ssovann@forum.org.kh

Observes that HIV/AIDS can be dealt with when:
· Policy makers recognize the importance of HIV/AIDS
· Everyone knows that HIV/AIDS is everyone�s problem, no one

is immune
· People talk about sex
· People practice safe sex

Contact:
Nina McCoy, Australian Red Cross  Email:
arcvn@netnam.org.vn

Civil Society
Identified the following challenges:
· Availability of Resources
· Clear understanding of attitudes and values which are part of

building a responsible civil society
· Attitudes and tenure of government officials
· Time
· Evaluation of past efforts to create civil society

 Trade and Private Investment
Focused on bilateral issues and identified some things govern-
ments can or should do:
· Provide incentives to private investment
· Work with business to share information on business opportuni-

ties
· Introduce up to date commercial laws to accommodate business

and investments

Primary Education
Focused on:
· Economic, social and socio-cultural reasons and factors influ-

encing drop out, repitition and attendence, ways of dealing with
them

· Education of minorities
· Multigrade teaching
· Early childhood and pre-school programs
· Teacher training

Contact:
Richard Geeves, World Education � Email:
wecam@camnet.com.kh

UXO, Agent Orange, Landmines
Identified the following needs:
· Share information between Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam on what

progress has been made and keep each other informed.
· Push foreign governments for financial compensation and more

research on Agent Orange (esp. US).
· Assist Agent Orange and other victims in forming their own

advocacy networks.
Contact:
Chuck Searcy, VVAF  Email: vvaf@netnam.org.vn

Secondary, Non Formal and Vocational Education
Had no recommendations per se but focused on a few issues:
· Literacy and Non Formal Education. Programs offering voca-

tional skills as a way to learn literacy skills were more effective
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Contact:
         Steve Price-Thomas: VSO Hanoi vsohanoi@netnam.org.vn

Microcredit � Economic Development:
Issues regarding coordination and theory and practice, demand
and supply, accountability, growth and sustainability and develop-
ment of regulations were discussed.  Some of the comments  that
arose:

1. NGOs and INGOs working in other sectors are related to micro-
credit.

2. NGOS and INGOs hope to motivate credit unions, government
banks and commercial banks to meet the need and  take a more
prominent  part in micro-finance and micro-credit.

3. Need for education and demonstration of the advantage of and
procedure for savings and credit working together. Savings in
some form is prerequisite for borrowing, with varying degrees of
formality and specific requirements.

The Web site for the CECI�s Center for Micro Finance - Nepal was
recommended as a good source of information on micro-credit with
links to other sites: http://www.south-asia.com/cmf

Contact:
Joel Copple World Relief email: world_relief-
cambodia@netbox.com

Women�s Organizations and Priorities:
The underlying theme in all of the areas discussed was women�s
participation in all areas of society, development of a gender ap-
proach and regional networking

Participants Identified to the two areas of discussion:

1. Income generation/women�s participation and benefit in the eco-
nomic sphere

2. Gender and Women�s Rights regarding:

· Violence against women, including exploitation in the sex in-
dustry
· Reproduction health/choice
· Education,
· Access to social services.

Contact:
Navy Chan, CRWRC Email: crwrc@bigpond.com.kh

Other groups that met but did not make a report available:

· Foreign Language Teaching
· National and Regional Peace  Contact: MCC � Cambodia

mcc@forum.org.kh or AFSC � Cambodia Email: afsc@forum.org.kh
· Internally Displaced, Resettlement of Refugees

Law and Legal Reform
Attended by only Cambodian participants.  Among the sugges-
tions for reform were:
· Law: pass basic laws on Penal Code, Criminal Procedure, Civil

Procedure, Land Law, amend some existing laws such as labor
code and press law.  Educate people on basic laws.

· Judiciary Reform: amend law on Supreme Council of Magistracy
to be sure the Council is independent, strong and not linked to
the Executive branch.  Train judges and prosecutors, raise sala-
ries of judges, institute court administrative reform, and estab-
lish an Institute of Justice.

· Armed Forces reform: develop a police ordinance, ensure non-
partisan armed forces, establish a Police Academy and raise sala-
ries for police.

· Corruption: Establish an independent police commission,  de-
velop a procedure to file action against misconduct of the police
and judges, develop a procedure to bring human rights cases to
the Supreme Court, establish a law on access to official informa-
tion, make bribery a crime and and establish an independent
ombudsman

Suggestions to develop cooperation in the region included: in-
crease relationships among NGOS and human rights NGOS in the
region, form a regional network of NGOs, invite each other to par-
ticipate in workshops and seminars, exchange ideas about laws.

Contact:
Sok Sam Oeun: International Human Rights Group � Cam-
bodia Defenders Project cdplas@worldmail.com.kh

Environment and Ecology:
The group discussed each country�s national policies on natural
resources and the environment: what is the policy, who are the
actors/partners in the area to what degree is the policy implemented
and how success has the policy been.  Much of the discussion was
regarding Laos Hydro � electric Power schemes and the impact on
the rest of the Mekong River basin.  Discussion included:

· The role of  STENO (Science Technology and Environment Or-
ganization) as a coordinating agency to regulate the use of natu-
ral resources

· STENO�s efforts to get local people who will be effected by the
project (in particular Nam Theun 2) involved in the project

· Cambodia�s Ministry of Environment�s environmental action plan
for 1995-1996 which was noted to have faced difficulties in imple-
mentation due to lack of environmental training for ministry staff
and limited ability of the ministry to uphold regulations

· Vietnam�s new environmental law which required private compa-
nies to address environmental waste and the capacity at Viet-
namese universities to train students in environmental sciences.

The Mekong River Commission was noted as a good place to dis-
cuss regional environmental issues though it has proven to be
ineffective in implementing or carrying out programs or activities.
ASEAN was noted to be proven  helpful in bringing political issues
regarding the environment to the table for discussion.
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NGO Statement to the 1999
Consultative Group Meeting on
Cambodia:  Executive Summary
NGO Forum

The NGO community in Cambodia, comprising over four
hundred local and international organizations,  wel
comes the  opportunity to contribute to the third  Con-

sultative Group (CG)  meeting on Cambodia. This  marks the
seventh occasion that NGOs  participate in  the annual meet-
ings with Royal Government of   Cambodia (RGC) officials
and multilateral and  bilateral donors  on development assis-
tance to  Cambodia.

As the development fo-
cus in Cambodia shifts
from  meeting  immediate
needs  to  med ium and
long- term  objec t ives ,
government ,  NGO and
donor efforts must  em-
phasize laying the foun-
dations  of a nation. In
the view of the NGOs,
three themes continue to
stand out as priorities:

1 Development of human
resources

2 Alleviation of poverty

3 Respect for the rule of
law

The foundation  for long-
te rm deve lopment  o f
Cambodia rests  on the
skills and the knowledge
of   i t s  peop le .  Donor
agencies  must continue
to  suppor t   human re-
source development as
fundamental to the  realization of all other policies. NGOs
continue to   recognize the difficulties faced by partner  gov-
ernment staff who  are underpaid, underemployed,  and forced
to find means of their  own to assure  their livelihood. NGOs
urge donors to provide   technical assistance to support
administrative  reform which is crucial  to ending the lack of
motivation, and corruption that plagues  government  de-
partments.

Economic indicators show that there is a growing  income
disparity between sections of the  population, particularly

between  urban and rural  sectors. Specifically, agriculture
has not kept up   with the population growth and the corre-
sponding  increase in the  supply of rural labor. Until 1997
the national economy was  growing.  However, the  majority
of the people, those living in the   countryside, were worse
off. Social indicators such  as those relating  to education
and nutrition  reflect the same situation. NGOs are  concerned
that  the quality of life of the majority of Cambodians   is
being adversely affected and urge donor agencies  to invest
in  rural areas - both in agriculture and  non-farm sectors - to
address the roots of poverty.

Another issue of concern is landlessness, a trend  that is
increasing as revealed by a number of  village surveys. The
Cambodian traditional social  safety net relies on most people
having  enough land  for subsistence farming. An increase in
landlessness  will aggravate the socio-economic  situation

of the country. NGOs  urge
donors to  promote the
protection and administra-
tion of land   rights as a
necessary condition to de-
velopment.

Respect for the rule of law
provides the confidence
and impetus  to invest in
the future. The continued
absence of the rule of law
in Cambodia is the  single
most important obstacle to
development in  the coun-
try, impeding both local
and foreign  investment,
internal trade, public con-
fidence in  the RGC, and
most  important  the secu-
rity and  general well-be-
ing of the people. NGOs
urge donors  to make re-
spect for the rule of law a
fundamental   objective of
aid to Cambodia by sup-
porting legal  reform,  es-
pecially programs that en-
courage  accountability,
strengthen the  judiciary,

ensure  the neutrali ty of the police and mili tary,  and
strengthen civil society.

The NGO community in Cambodia would also like to  voice
concern regarding the privatization of  forestry and fisheries
resources at the expense of  local communities who rely on
these  resources to  meet their livelihood requirements. NGOs
call on  donor  agencies to support the preparation of  legis-
lation and  policy-frameworks in the forestry  and fisheries
sectors, so as to ensure  recognition  of community needs

1. To receive the full STATEMENT (29 KB) in  text format,  send e-mail to:

majordomo@forum.org.kh

and write in the first two lines in the body  of the e-mail text only:

get forumdoc ngo99-statement
quit

 2. To receive the full sectoral papers (CHILD'S RIGHTS,  EDUCATION,
ENVIRONMENT, GENDER AND  DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH SEC-
TOR REFORM, HIV/AIDS,  LAND  ISSUES, LANDMINES, MENTAL
HEALTH,  MICROFINANCE,  RULE OF LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS
-  103 KB) in text format,  send e-mail to:

majordomo@forum.org.kh

and write in the first two lines in the body  of the e-mail text only:

get forumdoc ngo99-sectors
quit

3. Hard copies of the statement and papers are also available from USIRP
for $5.  See the resource order form inside the back cover.
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and community participation in   the management of natural
resources.

The HIV/AIDS epidemic will have special  implications for
the economic and social well-being  of the families of HIV/
AIDS  patients. NGOs urge  donors to provide more funding
for care and   counseling of HIV/AIDS patients as well as to
focus  attention  on the social service ministries which  can
provide services to  HIV/AIDS patients and their  families.

NGOs want to be partners in development with the  RGC at
all levels and, to do so, need a transparent  and supportive
framework for collaboration. The  proposed NGO law should
affirm the  Constitutional  guarantee of freedom of associa-
tion and provide   clear and flexible guidelines for NGO op-
erations.  Cambodia needs  concrete results in the areas of
development of human resources,  alleviation of  poverty
and respect for the rule of law in order to   achieve the goal
of sustainable equitable  development. The NGO  community
shares with the  Cambodian people their quest for a  peace
dividend  in the form of demobilization, combined with   in-
creased investment in the social and rural  sectors. Finally,
NGOs  look forward to a government  which is more open and
invites  public participation  in policy formulation.

 TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE NGO STATEMENT

 I. Introduction

II. Achievements

III. Development Priorities

       1. Development of Human Resources

       2. Alleviation of Poverty

a. Protecting Land Rights

b. Quality of Life

c. Protecting the Natural Resource Base

d. Preparing for the Impact of HIV/AIDS

       3. Respect for the Rule of Law

a. Reducing Impunity

b. Strengthening the Judiciary

c. Neutral & Effective Police & Military

d. Demobilization

Region, General

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 1998

http://www.state.gov/www/global/human_rights/
1998_hrp_report/

Reports are available for Cambodia, Laos and Vietam, as well as other countries.

Cambodia

NGO Forum on Cambodia

www.camnet.com.kh/ngoforum

Newly launched site has information on NGO Forum  activities including mate-
rial of special interest to its various working  groups (e.g. Environment,
Landmines, Civil Society, Women's  Affairs, etc.) and general information
about Cambodia (members of  the National Assembly, members of the Royal
Government, a  diplomatic list, etc.). There are also links to other  Cambodia-
related web-sites and documents. All issues of the Cambodia News  Digest
and the Electronic Index to The Cambodia Daily are available  at the site. This
would be a good Cambodia site to bookmark, as  it will be regularly updated.

CDRI-Online, the Cambodia  Development Resource Institute

 http://www.cdri.org.kh

Running since June 1998, features an online version of the quarterly Cambo-
dia Development Review.

Andy Bower

http://www.btinenternet.com/~andy.brower/index.html

Bower�s site, also recommended by Cambodia News Digest, contains a travel-
ogue with text and photos from the Brit�s several trips to Cambodia.  He also
included an impressive bibliography of English-language books about Cambodia.

Marcel Stoessel

http://www.spectraweb.ch/~mstoes/cambodia.htm

The Cambodia News Digest recommends Swiss journalist Marcel Stoessel�s
web site.  He spent three months in Cambodia last yar as a travel writer and
election observer, and has put together a long text about his experiences in
Cambodia that discusses the politically tense period before, during and after the
elections.  He also writes about his treks through Rattanakiri, Mondulkiri, Kompong
Som and Pailin.  The report contains some useful and up to date travel informa-
tion and a number of photographs.  The entire text comes to 27 pages and can
be downloaded as a single file if you don�t want to read it online.

Vietnam

Destination Vietnam

http://www.destinationvietnam.com

Global Directions Incorporated presents a comprehensive site on visiting Vietnam.
email:  gdisf@aol.com.

I N T E R N E T  W A T C H
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Education News

Curbstone Press reports that Ho Anh Thai returns to Vietnam  after a succesful
semester as writer-in-residence at the University  of Washington in Seattle.
He was a featured reader at  the Harbour Front Festival in Toronto, and his
recently published collection  of short stories Behind the Red Mist was
enthusiastically received  by reviewers.  Publisher's Weekly wrotethat "Ho
Anh Thai's  delicate use of myth and fascinating representation of postwar
Vietnam yield graceful, resonant fiction finely translated in a volume that  is
sure to find grateful American readers."

For infomation on Curbstone Press see  http://www.curbstone.org/sale.html

Belgium Helps Organize Post Graduate Course in Economics Ha Noi,
Apr. 6 � A master-level course in economics and public management opened
in Ha Noi on Apr. 5 under the sponsorship of the French-speaking community of
Belgians. The two-year course is the first in the field and the third within the
cooperation framework between Viet Nam�s National Economics University and
Belgium�s Free University of Bruxelles. Vietnamese teachers will lecture on
economics and Marxist-Leninist philosophy and their colleagues from the Bel-

E D U C A T I O N

For information on how to submit an abstract or on the  confer-
ence in general, write:  ICANAS 2000 Secretariat; Bureau des
congres; Universite de Montreal; PO Box 6128, Station Down-
town;  Montreal (Quebec) H3C 3J7; Canada; tel:  (514) 343-
6492; fax (514)  343-6544; email:  congres@bcoc.umontreal.ca;
http://www.bcoc.umontreal.ca

Changing Contexts for International Educational Exchange

Chicago, Illinois

November 11-13, 1999

The Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE  or Council) is a
non-profit, non-governmental organization  dedicated to helping people gain
understanding and skills for living in  a diverse and interdependant world.
The 52nd International  Conference on Educational Exchange will address
the nature and  complexion of the relationships thatexist among peoples and
among nations as they impact international educational exchange.   Council'
1999 Chicago conference will address issues such as:   what tomorrow's
citizens need to understand, helping others place  themselves in a wider
context, challenges cultural differences pose  to our work, understanding
conflict situations, the impact of  economic uncertainty, new information and
communication technologies  as they help or hinder our work.  The confer-
ence will focus on  competing points of view in the post-Cold War world and
implications for international educators at all levels.

Contact Council on International Educational Exchange;  Annual
Conference; 205 East 42nd Street; New york,  NY 10017; fax:   (212)
822-2779; email:  conference@ciee.org.

Contemporary Vietnam:  International Faculty Development
Seminar

July 2000

Sponsored by the Council on International Educational Exchange.  Informa-
tion available in August, 1999.

Request materials from Council on International Educational Exchange;
International Faculty Development Seminars; 205 East 42nd Street; New
york,  NY 10017; fax: (212) 822-2779; email:  ifds@ciee.org; http://
www.ciee.org/ifds.

The Mekong River at Risk: The Impact of Development on
the River, her Delta, and her People

May 8, 1999

Water diversion and development projects along the Mekong River are
posing new and formidable threats throughout the river�s basin, but most
particularly in the Delta � threats not only to the Delta inhabitants� way of life
and agricultural productivity, but to the river and Delta ecosystems.  Scientists
and engineers in Vietnam and abroad are concerned by the environmental
damage to the Delta being caused by the development projects far upstream
from Vietnam.  These projects include large scale hydropower developments
in Yunnan [China] and in Laos, and the massive Mekong water diversion
projects undertaken by Thailand.  The economic costs and environmental
consequences of the projects, however, are being borne by people with no
voice in these decisions, by people who reap no benefit from these projects,
and borne most heavily by those living and farming far downstream in the
Mekong Delta.

In response to the unprecedented challenges and threats posed by develop-
ment to the Mekong River and Delta, the Vietnamese American Science and
Technology Society  (VAST) and the co-sponsors convened this confer-
ence, which focussed on the growing environmental and economic damage
inflicted on the Mekong river, delta and people.

Contact: Dr. Mai of The Vietnamese American Science and Tech-
nology Society (VAST), at (626) 965-0911 Ex: 314, FAX: (626)
965-9569 or by e-mail to: mttruyet@aol.com; web site at  http://
www.mekong.org, e-mail to: pop@mekongforum.org or contact
VAST at (626) 965-0911 Ex: 314, FAX: (626) 965-9569 or by e-
mail to: mttruyet@aol.com

International Congress of Asian and North African Studies 2000

Palais des Congres, Montreal, Canada

August 27 - September 1, 2000

The XXXVIth meeting of the International Congress of Asian  and North
African Studies (ICANAS), "Oriental and Asian Studies  in the Era of Global-
ization:  Heritage and Modernity -  Opportunities and Challenges," is seeking
abstracts with a view to presenting  at the conference.  The theme is intended
to be the broadest  possible to encompass research on contemporary, an-
cient and  traditional Asia and North Africa as seen through multiple disciplines
of  the humanities and social sciences. Deadline for receipt of abstracts:
August 2, 1999.

C O N F E R E N C E S
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gian university on such professional subjects as public finance, state organization
and management, business financing and state role in the market economy. The
course is attended by 60 graduates from State-run management agencies, non-
governmental organizations as well as research institutes. The graduates will
write their dissertations in either English or French at the end of the course. The
previous two courses, both on management, have over the past three years
trained 205 students, of whom 69 received Master�s degrees.(Vietnam News
Agency)

International Studies

Flexible Borders: Migration, Citizenship and Identity Formation

Monday, June 28, 199

The Cornell University Southeast Asia Program (SEAP) presents an annual
International Studies Summer Institute, which will offer a collaborative program
for high school teachers that examines global issues related to high school and
social-studies curricula.   The emergence of new communities resulting from
migration redefines how we understand ethnicity, nationalism and community
within the context of fluid borders.  The workshop will examine ways to increase
understanding of these transitions and suggestions for addressing migration,
citizenship and identity formation in the context of New York State�s high school
social studies curricula.  Presentations will be conducted by speakers from the
Latin American Studies Program, the East Asia Program, the South Asia Pro-
gram, the Southeast Asia Program and the Institute for European Studies.

More Information is available through Mary Jo Dudley, associate director, Latin
American Studies Program; Cornell University, 190 Uris Hall; Ithaca, NY  14853-
7601; tel: (607) 255-3345; email: mjd9@cornell.edu.

Vietnam

Council Study Center at Vietnam National University

Hanoi, Vietnam

Council sponsors a fall or spring semester program offering courses in the
language, history, culture and art of Vietnam.  Students take Vietnamese
language at the beginning, intermediate  or advanced level, and all content
based courses are taught in  English.  The academic program is supple-
mented by field trips  and excursions in and around Hanoi as well as trips to

E D U C A T I O N

Region, General

The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights ed. Joanne Bauer and
Daniel Bell. 1999.  A dialog on human rights with contributions from promi-
nent teachers, scholars and activists including Nobel Prize winner Amartya
Sen. The editors argue that critical intellectuals in East Asia have begun to
chart a middle ground between the extreme uncompromising ends of the
�Asian Values� argument stating that not all Asian states should be expected
to protect human rights to the same degree. The chapters asses resources
within East Asian cultural traditions that can help promote human rights in the
region and address key human rights issues facing East Asia as a result of
rapid economic growth in the region. ISBN: 0-521-64230-2 400 pages
$57.95/$21.95 (Cambridge University Press; 40 West 20th Street; New
York, NY 10011; tel: (800) 872-7423; fax: (914) 937-4712)

Weak and Strong States in Asia-Pacific Societies edited by Peter
Dauvergne. Empirical studies focus on Southeast Asia and Melanesia, ar-
eas with a wide variety of state and societies, from the seemingly strong
states of Indonesia, Singapore and Vietnam to the apparently weak states of
Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu.
ISBN: 1-86373-983-1 220 pages $29.95 (Allen & Unwin)

The Limits of Empire: The United States and Southeast Asia Since
World War II by Robert J. McMahon. February 1999. Describes how US

strategies of containment and empire building
spiraled out of control in Southeast Asia. In-
vestigates demoralizing experience of Viet-
nam is it radically undermined US enthusiasm
for the region. McMahon conceptualizes the
US strategic mission as empire-building rather
than merely containment to suggest a new
way to understand America�s role in Vietnam.
ISBN: 0-231-10880-X 288 pages $45.00
(Columbia University Press; 136 South Broad-
way; Irvington, NY 10533; tel: (800) 944-8648;
fax: (800)944-1844; email:
sw426@columbia.edu; http://
www.columbia.edu/cu/cup)

R E S O U R C E S

Hue and Ho  Chi Minh City.  Students live in the foreign student guest house
with meals taken at the guest house or local restaurants.   Minimum 2.75 GPA
required.  15-17 semester hours recommended credit.   Program fee for
Spring ̀ 99 semester was $8,125.  Write for  current fees.  (CIEE, 205 East
42nd Street; New York, NY 10017; email: info@ciee.org; http://www.ciee.org)

Open Positions

For Where There Be Dragons, Inc. is seeking leaders fluent in Vietnam-
ese who have lived in Vietnam and have a background in education to
direct their semester program in Hanoi.  Contact Carey Moore at go-
asia@att.net for more information.

Robert Brigham of Vassar College, Jim Blight of
Brown University, and Robert McNamara ap-
pear at a program at the Asia Society in New
York in May on the publication of their ground
breaking book Argument Without End: In
Search of Answers to the Vietnam Tragedy.
FRD Executive Director John McAuliff served
as an independent observer and consultant to
a February1998 US-Vietnamese dialog in Hanoi
which contributed to the book, thanks to a grant
from the Rockefeller Foundation.
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Cambodia Development Resource Institute

W o r k i n g  P a p e r s  S e r i e s .

Recent titles from the working paper series from the last quarter of 1998 and the beginning of 1999 include:

� Regional Economic Integration for Sustainable Development in Cambodia, Toshiyasu Kato et al.
(Working Paper 5, Sep 1998) 34pp, $10. The Khmer edition of paper 5 was published in Nov 1998.
CDRI is currently working on translations of papers 6 to 8.

� Food Security in an Asian Transitional Economy: The Cambodian Experience, K. A. S. Murshid
(Working Paper 6, Dec 1998) 86pp, $14

� Interdependence in Household Livelihood Strategies in Two Cambodian Villages, John McAndrew
(Working Paper 7, Dec 1998) $14.

� Cambodia: The Challenge of Productive Employment Creation, Chan Sophal et al. (Working Paper
8) 65pp, $14

� The UNICEF/Community Action for Social Development Experience: Learning from Rural Develop-
ment Programs in Cambodia, Teng You Ky et al. (Working Paper 9, Mar 1999) 18pp, $8.

 All prices shown include international postage To order, send a US dollar check for the total amount due
plus $20 (to cover bank charges) to the address below. Please make checks payable to the Cambodia
Development Resource Institute. CDRI cannot dispatch orders until payment has been received. Payment
can also be made by bank transfer, which requires an additional fee of $30. CDRI is unable to accept credit
card payments at this point.

 (Publications Program at Cambodia Development Resource Institute; PO Box 622; Phnom Penh, Cambo-
dia; tel: (855-23) 426-103 fax: (855-23) 366-094; email: cdri@camnet.com.kh or cdri@forum.org.kh http:/
/www.cdri.org.kh)

The Mekong: A Turbulent River 1999. The Mekong flows for nearly
3,000 miles through Asia, beginning in the Himalayas and ending at the
South China Sea. This four-part series combines interviews and photogra-
phy to present the geography of one of the world�s longest rivers and the
industries, customs and concerns of the people who call the Mekong states
home. The series includes The Mekong in Tibet and China, The Mekong in
Laos and Thailand, The Mekong in Cambodia and The Mekong in Viet-
nam. CCM8825-CCM8828 52 minutes each $89.95 each (Films for the
Humanities and Sciences; PO Box 2053; Princeton, NJ 08543; tel (800)
257-5126; fax (609) 275-3767; email: custserv@films.com; http://
www.films.com)

Minefields: Coping with Life in Cambodia. Though the Khmer Rouge
has been slowly dismantled and the government of Cambodia is democrati-
cally elected, the wounds from one of the worst reigns of terror in the
twentieth century are slow to heal. This program presents the stories of
noncombatants who experienced the terrors of civil war, which ranged from
displacement to genocide; survived invasion; and endured forced labor,
highlighting the psychological after effects of a population still in shock.
CCM8823 50 Minutes, Color $149 (rental $75) (Films for the Humanities
and Sciences; PO Box 2053; Princeton, NJ 08543; tel (800) 257-5126; fax
(609) 275-3767; email: custserv@films.com; http://www.films.com)

Bridges is a twelve minute video which
explores the memories of the journeys by
Souheast Asians to the US and their sub-
sequent resettlement in American Society.
The video was crafted from a variety of
materials, including still photographs, home
video, file footage from news and interna-
tional organizations, newspaper clippings,
artwork, textiles, traditional music and com-
puter graphics.  Images are woven with
voices of Southeast Asians to tell poignant
stories of their journey, settlement and
hopes for the future.   (Southeast Asian
Resource Action Center; 1628 16th Street
NW, 3rd Floor; Washington, DC 20009;
tel: (202) 667-4690)

Terms of Refuge:  The Indochinese
Exodus and International Response
by W. Courtland Robinson. Since the Japa-
nese invasion of 1942, much of Southeast
Asia has been racked by war.  In the last
20 years alone, three million people fled
their homes in Vietnam, Laos and Cambo-
dia.  This is their story.  It is also the story of
the interantional community�s response.
The UN agency responsible, UNHCR,
pioneered innovations like the Orderly De-
parture Programme, anti-piracy and res-
cue at sea efforts, and later on, ambitious
reintegration projects for returnees.  To-
day the camps are closed and half a million
people have returned home.  Over two million have started new lives in the
United States, Canada, Australia and France.  Courtland Robinson teaches
at the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health.  $27.95. (South-
east Asian Resource Action Center; 1628 16th Street NW, 3rd Floor;
Washington, DC 20009; tel: (202) 667-4690)

Cambodia

A Cambodian Prison Portrait:  One Year in the Khmer Rouge�s S-21
by Vann Nath.  This is the tale of a survivor of the Khmer Rouge�s secret
prison, Toul Sleng or S-21, where more than 14,000 men, women and
children were tortured and executed during the Khmer Rouge regime.  The
author, Vann Nath is one of the only survivors of the notorious prison. A
trained artist, he was put to work painting portraits of Pol Pot instead of being
killed.  Vann Nath returned to Toul Sleng after the Museum of Genocide was
founded in late 1979, where he painted scenes of the prison life he had
experienced.  Those paintings hang at the Toul Sleng Museum of Genocide
today. 136 pages.  ISBN: 974-8434-48-6.  (White Lotus Press; 11/2 Soi 58,
Sukhumvit Road; Bangkok 10250; Thailand; tel: 66 2 741 6287; fax: 66 2
741 6607; email: ande@loxinfo.co.th; http://www.thailine.com/lotus)

R E S O U R C E S
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Children of War: Responses to Psycho-Social Distress in Cambo-
dia by Jo Boyden and Sara Gibbs. An all too common sign of the times in the
United States in the 80s and 90s has been the rush of teams of grief counse-
lors and psychologists into school settings where children have been
wounded by armed classmates. On an international level, though, and on a
scale well beyond tragedies experienced in the United States, children
have been brutalized by war and violence and the follow up resources
have been meager. The international aid community has been stretched thin
dealing with peace and reconstruction in trouble spots around the globe.
Children of War shows that this situation is beginning to change: this hand-
book draws together the lessons from a UN sponsored study of the rebuild-
ing process in Cambodia which paid particular heed to issues of �psycho-
social vulnerability.� It is intended to be a resource for field workers and
others in the health and international aid communities. ISBN: 92-9085-019-
1 216 (UN Research Institute for Social Development, Palais des Nations;
1211Geneva 10, Switzerland)

Without Empire: Defeat in Vietnam and Cambodia by Arthur Isaacs.
1983. Isaacs witnessed the final years of the Vietnam War as a war corre-
spondent for the Baltimore Sun, where he also worked as Washington
Correspondent and editor. His
1983 book was widely ac-
claimed as �reportage at it�s
very best� and is now avail-
able in paperback. ISBN: 0-
8018-6107-1 $17.95 (Johns
Hopkin�s Paperbacks; 2715
North Charles Street; Balti-
more, MD 21218; http://
www.press.jhu.edu)

Khmer American: Identity
and Moral Education in a
Diasporic Community by
Nancy Smith-Hefner. 1999. In
the early 1980s, tens of thou-
sands of Cambodian refugees
fled their war-torn country to
take up residence in the United
States, where they quickly be-
came one of the most troubled
and least studied immigrant
groups. This book is the story
of that passage and of the ef-
forts of Khmer Americans to
recreate the fabric of culture and identity in the aftermath of the Khmer
holocaust. Based on research among Cambodians living in metropolitan
Boston, this rich ethnography provides a vivid portrait of the challenges
facing Khmer American culture as seen from the perspective of elders at-
tempting to preserve Khmer Buddhism in a deeply unfamiliar world. The
study highlights the tensions and ambivalences of Khmer socialization, with
particular emphasis on Khmer conceptions of personhood, morality and
sexuality.

R E S O U R C E S

Nancy Smith-Hefner is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics at the
University of Massachusetts, Boston. ISBN: 0-520-21348-3 232 pages
$55.00/$19.95 (University of California Press; 2120 Berkeley Way; Berke-
ley, CA 94720; http://www.ucpress.edu)

Laos

New Laos, New Challenges ed. Jacqueline Butler-Diaz. Forthcoming in
1999. For much of the two decades since 1975, American scholars have
had minimal access to Laos and to current information, but the Lao govern-
ment has permitted more foreign scholars in recent years. Authors included
in this collection are among those recent visitors. Papers in the volume
address recent internal changes in Lao society, tradition and culture in
modern Laos, and shifts in Laos� foreign relations. The collection also in-
cludes a complete indexed guide to American research on Laos over the
past few decades. (Monograph Series Press; Program for Southeast Asian
Studies; Arizona State University; Tempe, AZ; http://www.asu.edu/clas/asian/
seamono.html)

Vietnam

Vietnam Long Time Coming from World TEAM Sports. In January 1998,
a single team of athletes, including American and Vietnamese veterans
traveled to present day Vietnam to complete an arduous 16 day, 1200 mile
bicycle expedition from Hanoi to Ho Chi Minh City. The story of their journey
was captured in the award winning documentary film from the directors of
Hoop Dreams.

Power Struggle

The Impacts of Hydro-Development in Laos

 Acting on the advice of the World Bank and Asian Development Bank, Laos has borrowed millions of dollars to develop
its hydropower resources for export to Thailand. In spite of the government�s hopes that this will fuel national develop-
ment, the International Rivers Network believes the strategy is not working.  This publication offers IRN�s evaluation of
the economic, social and environmental impacts of hydropower development in Laos. Based on field visits and inter-
views conducted in 1998, Power Struggle contains six case studies of hydropower projects at various stages of
implementation.

The report alleges poor economic viability, forcible resettlement, uncontrolled logging, inadequate compensation for
affected people, and poor quality environmental impact assessments. A fundamental rethinking of Lao PDR�s economic
development strategy is recommended, as well as far-reaching reforms to ensure that any future hydropower develop-
ment is in what the authors see as the best interests of the country as a whole. The report includes case studies of  Nam
Theun-Hinboun, Nam Leuk, Nam Theun 2, Houay Ho, Xe Pian-Xe Namnoi and Xe Kaman 1. 68 pages, photos, maps.

$15 plus $2 for shipping within the US, $3.50 Canada and Mexico, and $7 shipping overseas.

To purchase the report, go to <http://www.irn.org> (secure server) or send a check to International Rivers
Network, 1847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley CA 94703.
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To accompany Vietnam Long Time Coming, Columbia has released a
musical CD which features music from and inspired by the documentary.
The CD features selections by Bruce Springsteen, Soul Asylum, Shawn
Colvin, Richie Havens, Emmylou Harris and Ben Sidran. Proceeds from
the sale of the film and CD will support on-going medical and educational
outreach initiatives between the United States and Vietnam. Video, $19.95/
CD $17.95 (World TEAM Sports; 2108 South Boulevard, Suite 101; Char-
lotte, NC 28203; tel: (888) 840-1455.)

One Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing of North
Vietnam Timothy N. Castle March, 1999.   One of the Vietnam War�s most
closely guarded secrets-a highly classified US radar base in the mountains
of neutral Laos � led to the disappearance of a small group of elite military
personnel, a loss never fully acknowledged by the American government.
Now, thirty years later, one book recounts the harrowing story � and offers
some measure of closure on this decades old mystery.

Timothy N. Castle served two tours in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam
War, flying over Laos from Nakhon Phanom Air Force Base on thirty-eight
combat support missions. Since 1990, he has traveled to Laos frequently as
a researcher and senior Department of Defense POW/MIA investigator for
Laos, and as a consultant for NBC News. He is an Associate Professor of
National Security Studies at Air University, teaching courses at the Air War
and Command and Staff Colleges at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama.
He is also the author of At War in the Shadow of Vietnam (Columbia). He
lives in Montgomery, Alabama. ISBN: 0-231-10316-6
 352 pages $29 (Columbia University Press; 136 South Broadway; Irvington,
NY 10533; tel: (800) 944-8648; fax: (800)944-1844; email:
sw426@columbia.edu; http://www.columbia.edu/cu/cup)

Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of
War in Vietnam by Fredrik Logevall. May 1999. Logevall examines one of
the last great unanswered question on the war: could the tragedy have
been avoided? He traces US decision making on Vietnam from the begin-
ning of the Kennedy administration through the announcement of the Ameri-

R E S O U R C E S

can ground war in July 1965.

Fredrik Logevall is Associate Professor of History at the University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Barbara. ISBN: 0-520-21511-7 443 pages 35.00 (Univer-
sity of California Press; 2120 Berkeley Way; Berkeley, CA 94720; http://
www.ucpress.edu)

My Lai and Why it Matters by Ron Ridenhour. Produced by Randy
Fertel. Ridenhour�s last talk at Tulane is available on videotape. This is the
only lecture Fertel was allowed to tape; Ridenhour died within two months,

and the tape is a tribute to his work.

�Ron Ridenhour�s story of the My Lai massacre
cover-up is an extraordinary piece of oral history.
It is a powerful, moving account, told simply, but
impossible to ignore. I hope that young people all
over the country will see this tape and think about
its meaning.� �Howard Zinn, author of A People�s
History of the US. Individual use, $25 or $50
instructional and institutional use. $5 Shipping and
handling (Randy Fertel; Tulane University; 419
Walnut St.; New Orleans LA 70118; email:
rfertel@aol.com; tel: (504) 862-0707; fax: (504)
862-0040)

Health and Wealth in Vietnam: An Analysis
of Household Living Standards edited by Do-
minique Haughton, Jonathan Haughton, Sarah
Bales, Truong Thi Kim Chuyen and Nguyen
Nguyet Nga. 1999. How do Vietnamese house-

holds live and work? This book answers many of the most important ques-
tions, including: Who uses contraceptives? Which children get the most health
care? Who are the poor and why are they poor? Which families migrate?
Why do so many rural workers change jobs? The fourteen chapters are
based on the Vietnam Living Standards Survey, and use statistical tech-
niques in every chapter to give the book coherence and clarify the analysis.
ISBN: 981-230-033-3 290 pages $32.00/$18.90 soft cover (Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies; 30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Pasir Panjang,
Singapore 119614; tel: 8702447; fax: 7756259; email:
pubsunit@iseas.edu.sg; http://www.iseas.edu.sg/pub.html)

ORDINARY LIVES: PLATOON 1005 AND THE VIETNAM WAR

by W.D. Ehrhart

Temple University Press, ISBN 1-56639-674-3

In the summer of 1966, in the middle of the Vietnam War, eighty young volunteers arrived at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot on  Parris Island, South Carolina. Twenty-seven years after basic
training, Ehrhart began what became a five-year search for the men of  his platoon.  Based on
supporting materials from military records and family members as well as interviews this book
records the  more-than-30-year journey that each man took after his boot-camp graduation on
August 12, 1966.

W.D. Ehrhart is Research Fellow in American Studies at the University of Wales, Swansea.  He
lives in Philadelphia. He is active in Vietnam Veterans Against the War

Advertise in Indochina Interchange
Mail Camera Ready Copy to 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY
10115.  For information on submitting ad materials electronically,

contact Amanda Hickman, <amanda@disinfo.net>.

Ad Rates:

Full Page $200 Quarter Page $50
Half Page $100 Post Sought $25
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Resource Order Form
Please submit payment by check or money order to:

USIRP, 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 727, New York, NY 10115
Tel: (212) 367-4220  Fax: (212) 367-4366   E-mail: usindo@igc.apc.org

Name
Organization
Address

Phone Fax E-mail

____ copies of 1999 Directory of NGOs in Vietnam, $30
____ copies of 1998/99 Directory of International Humanitarian Assistance in Cambodia, $30
____ copies of 1997 Directory of International Humanitarian Assistance in Cambodia, $5
____ copies of 1997 Directory of NGOs in the Lao People�s Democratic Republic, $17
____ copies of Directory of Vietnamese Education and Training, 1995, pub. Ministry of Education and Training (227 pp.), $3
____ copies of National University of Laos Handbook, $1
____ copies of 1998 Report on the Workshop on Corporate Philanthropy in Vietnam, $5
____ copies of Regulations for NGOs in Vietnam, $1
____ copies of Learning to Work in Vietnam by Lady Borton (10 pp.), $1
____ copies of Sensing the Enemy by Lady Borton, free, $3 postage
____ copies of Credibility Gap: A Digest of the Pentagon Papers by Len Ackland (123 pp.), shipping charges only.
____ copies of Hang in There by Holly Near, free, $4 postage
____ copies of A Live Album by Holly Near, free, $4 postage
____ copies of Fire in the Rain by Holly Near, free, $4 postage
____ copies of Van Mieu Souvenir Guidebook (44 pp., color photos), $5
____ copies of Water Puppet Souvenir Package: audio tape, book (56 pp., illustrated), program, $10
____ copies of NGO Statement to the Consultative Group on Cambodia (available free online--see p.24), $5

Prices listed include domestic book rate postage only.
For 1st class domestic, please add 25%.
For international air, please add 50%; for international surface, please add 25%.

Subtotal _______________
Postage subtotal _______________
Total amount enclosed _______________

Charge to:
Card Number: Expiration Date ____ / ____ /____
Signature:

   MasterCard VisaAmerican Express



[ ]

Continued publication of Indochina Interchange depends on you!
Please contribute once per year to receive fast first class delivery.

Name
Organization
Address

Phone Fax E-mail

Enclosed is a tax-deductible check contribution to �Fund for Reconciliation and Development�

___Indochina Interchange annual subscription, $10 (1st class domestic)
___Indochina Interchange annual subscription, $20 (international air mail)
___Supporter $25 ___Sustainer $100 ___Sponsor $500 ___Patron $1000 Other $_____________
___I am unable to contribute but would like to receive Indochina Interchange
___Remove me from the mailing list ___We will exchange publications

Bill my credit card:
Card Number   Exp Date

Signature:

   MasterCardVisa American Express

Indochina Interchange is a quarterly publication of
the US-Indochina Reconciliation Project of the
Fund for Reconciliation and Development
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 727
New York, NY  10115

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL - PLEASE EXPEDITE

FIRST CLASS

NEW

Did you catch our new address?
The Fund for Reconciliation  and Development has moved.

tel:  (212) 367-4220    fax: (212) 367-4366
http://www.usirp.org


