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Ireland: Boom Bust and…. Boom Again? 
STUDY ABROAD - 18764 - POLS 4996 

DIR READINGS IN A SPECIAL AREA - 18763 - POLS 8980 

 

Dr. Christopher L. Brown Tues., Feb 16, and Tues., March 8, both 6-8:00 PM, and TBD 

Phone: 404-413-6198 OII/Study Abroad Conference Room, Dahlberg Hall 

Email: chrisbrown@gsu.edu (use YOUR GSU email for all correspondence) Office: Langdale 822 

Office (Langdale 822) Hours: Tuesdays/Thursdays 2:15-3:45 

 

Course Description 

As President Obama noted during Irish Prime Minister Kenny’s visit to the White House in March 2015, 

“Ireland is on the move after a very challenging financial crisis and economic recession”.1 Indeed, the ups and 

downs of the Irish political economy have been both fascinating and significant not just recently, but for the last 

century and more. This study abroad course touches on the historical ups and downs of the last 100 plus years, 

though with a particular focus on the past few decades. We will center in on the spectacular boom of the “Celtic 

Tiger” in the 1990s, when the country went from being one of the poorer countries in Europe to one of its 

wealthiest, to the breathtaking bust that occurred with housing collapse and Great Recession beginning in 2008, 

to the significant comeback in the last few years, with Ireland again achieving the fasting growing economy on 

the European sub-continent.  

 

Confirmed on-site meetings include: The US Embassy, Ireland’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 

Trinity College Dublin, Google, the Economic and Social Research Institute, IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland, 

and the Institute of International and European Affairs. There will be a side excursion to Belfast to draw in the 

Northern Ireland angle. The course includes additional pre-departure, on-site, and post-program meetings and 

classes. In all their assignments and interactions, students will be challenged to think critically and 

comparatively about the realities, debates, and controversies concerning Ireland’s political economic strategies 

and volatile political economic ride. 

 

The “Ireland: Boom, Bust and… Boom Again?” study abroad course also comes at a unique time for Ireland, 

with the country celebrating the centennial of the Easter Rising in 1916 (which included a declaration of 

independence), and facing national elections in late February. Also, this GSU study abroad experience takes 

place during the country’s Saint Patrick’s Day festivities, offering a distinctive introduction to the Irish people, 

culture, and history. 

 

At the end of this course, each student will: 

 Have taken part in a unique internationalization experience 

 understand key issues, concepts, and practices related to political economy and state and corporate 

strategies 

 be able to critically and creatively examine and articulate the Irish strategy, not just from a theoretical 

perspective, but from a practice level as well 

 compare the Irish puzzle—historically and with respect to more recent crises and dynamics—to other 

cases in Europe, as well as the US case 

 recognize the uniqueness of the Irish case and understand why it is important to her/him 

 

You are responsible for being aware of all the policies and other information on this syllabus. Please read them 

carefully and direct any questions to me. You are responsible for finding out about announcements made in 

class and material covered on a day you are absent. This syllabus is a general plan for the course. Deviations 

and changes may be necessary and adjustments will be made over the course of the semester. 

                                                      
1 Whitehouse.gov, Office of the Press Secretary, “Remarks by President Obama and Prime Minister Kenny of Ireland After Bilateral 

Meeting”, March 17, 2015 

mailto:chrisbrown@gsu.edu
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Required Resources: 

Selected readings/materials will be required and incorporated into presentations and final reports. Rubric 

distributed. 

 

Evaluation: 

This class includes 1 pre-departure presentation, 1 final report tied to a course webpage, professional 

communication with meeting hosts, and a class participation grade.  

 

Here’s the grade breakdown: 

 Pre-departure Class Presentation (20%) 

 Final Reflective Report (40%) 

 Professional Communication with hosts/designated hosts (20%) 

 Class Participation (20%) 

 

Grading: Any request to change your grade must be made in writing and must give specific reasons. Once a 

request is made, I will give it consideration, but I reserve the right to lower your grade as well if I think that I 

originally gave you too many points. 

 

All late work will be penalized a half-letter grade for each late day, if accepted, and will not be accepted past a 

specified date. 

 

Final Reports: 

The Final Report in this course are tied to a course webpage/blog and pre-departure or on-site meetings/classes. 

Rubric distributed. 

 

Class Presentations: 

Class presentations are tied to a specific on-site meeting where the student will take the lead in preparing the 

class with a short PPT presentation. Rubric distributed. 

 

Communication with Hosts 

Each student will be in charge of communication with respect to a specific on-site meeting, to include sparking 

analytical questioning, appreciative correspondence, and presenting a modest appreciative gift. Rubric 

distributed. 

 

Policy on Disruptive Behavior: 

It is imperative that certain rules be followed to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to learn. The university 

policy on disruptive behavior and conduct in a study abroad course will be strictly enforced. 

 

Policy on Academic Dishonesty: 

In the interests of fairness and academic integrity university policies will be strictly enforced. Please pay special 

attention to this extract from the university policy on academic dishonesty. 

“The university assumes as a basic and minimum standard of conduct in academic matters that 

students be honest and that they submit for credit only the products of their own efforts. Both the 

ideals of scholarship and the need for fairness require that all dishonest work be rejected as a 

basis for academic credit. They also require that students refrain from any and all forms of 

dishonorable or unethical conduct related to their academic work.  

…. The policy represents a core value of the university and all members of the university 

community are responsible for abiding by its tenets. Lack of knowledge of this policy is not an 

acceptable defense to any charge of academic dishonesty.” 
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Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to 

A. Plagiarism: Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own. Plagiarism includes 

any paraphrasing or summarizing of the works of another person without acknowledgment, 

including the submitting of another student's work as one’s own…. 

 

Violations of the academic dishonesty rules are grounds for receiving an “F” in the course or on a specific 

assignment. See the University Policy on Academic Honesty (Section 409). 

 

Policy on Incompletes and Withdrawals 

For GSU policy on incompletes please see: 

http://registrar.gsu.edu/files/2013/05/incomplete_policy_and_form.pdf and for GSU Policy on hardship 

withdrawals please see: http://deanofstudents.gsu.edu/files/2013/03/2012_updatedHSWInfoSheet.pdf . 

 

Plus/Minus Grading 
Students in all political science courses are awarded grades on a plus/minus scale. Numerical score and letter 

grade equivalent are as follows: 
98-100 = A+  83-87 =    B   70-72 = C- 

93-97 =   A  80-82 =    B-   60-69= D 

90-92 =   A-  78-79 =    C+   00-59 = F 

88-89 =   B+  73-77 =    C 

 

Course Outline 

All Dates are subject to change; additional readings and other resources will be added. 

 

Two pre-departure meetings: 1) Introductory orientation and discussion of state strategy, Ireland, etc. 2) 

student presentations and preparation for upcoming meetings. 

 

Study abroad course schedule: 

Leave Saturday evening March 12; arrive Sunday morning, March 13. 

 

Sunday, March 13 

Arrive at hotel around noon; settle at hotel and get lunch near St. Stephens Green; on-site orientation and 

walking tour (with discussion) of nearby National museums, Trinity College Dublin (Book of Kells), St. 

Stephens Green, and Merrion Square; dinner. 

 

Monday, March 14 

10-11:30am—Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade—“Ireland’s Soft Power: From St. Patrick’s Day to 

the Diaspora”—discussion of the importance of Saint Patrick’s Day, Irish trade and aid, and the Irish diaspora 

(including those in the US/Atlanta) to Ireland’s “soft power”. 

12:30-4:00pm—Trinity College Dublin—“From Famine to the Tiger: Hardship, Turmoil, and Change”—

discussion with TCD Political Science and History faculty representatives concerning the country’s political 

economic roots, though interactive discussion can shift to a more contemporary dialogue. Visit will also include 

a tour of TCD, the country’s preeminent college in the heart of Dublin. 

 

Tuesday, March 15 

10-11:30am—The Economic and Social Research Institute—“The Celtic Tiger: Before, During…. and 

After”—discussion of the Celtic Tiger, the economic collapse and strategic response, and the ongoing recovery; 

may also touch on the Northern Ireland angle and the proximate election. 

 

12:00-2:00—Tour of Google—Lunch and tour of Google Dublin, the company’s headquarters for the 

European Union and part of the explosion of IT and pharma companies moving to Ireland. 

 

http://registrar.gsu.edu/files/2013/05/incomplete_policy_and_form.pdf
http://deanofstudents.gsu.edu/files/2013/03/2012_updatedHSWInfoSheet.pdf
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2:30-4:00pm—IDA Ireland—“Investing in Ireland: Strategies for a Global World”—discussion of the Irish 

strategy to garner FDI, including from US/Atlanta companies; discussion can shift to case studies. 

 

4:30-5:15—Meeting at US Embassy—“US Perspectives and Comparison”. 

 

Wednesday, March 16 

10-11:30am—Enterprise Ireland—“Supporting Irish Companies: Big and Small”—discussion of government 

support for Irish companies, from start-ups, to Small and Medium Sized Enterprises, to global players; outlining 

of the overseas office network which supports Irish internationalization; discussion of government policy 

positions on jobs and the economy. The session will also facilitate discussion and Q&A around enterprise 

policy, including corporate social responsibility, clustering, collaboration etc. 

1-3pm—Institute of International and European Affairs—“Ireland, the European Union, and Challenges 

Across Europe”—discussion of Ireland’s ties to Europe and the EU, including with respect to the Great 

Recession; comparison of the Irish response to that of others, including Greece; could also tie in Northern 

Ireland perspective. 

 

4:00pm—Tour of Guinness Storehouse 

 

Thursday, March 17, Saint Patrick’s Day 

Free day, parade starts around noon. Good day for visiting the many other Dublin sites. 

 

Friday, March 18  

Private discussion Tour of Belfast and Peace Walls, adding the Northern Ireland background/political 

economic angle. 

 

Saturday, March 19 

3:30—Meeting with Paul Gleeson, former Irish Consul General in Atlanta—“What Have We Learned?!” 

5:00—Viewing of Ireland-Scotland Rugby Match in the RBS Championship series/final dinner at hotel pub. 

 

Sunday March 20 

Return to Atlanta 

 

Post Trip 

Content development of course website, including student Final Reflective Reports. At least one meeting 

expected after travel to Ireland, TBD. 


