
ESD professional 
development for
teachers in higher
education



Ecocampus

Flemish government support for sustainable higher 

education 

Innovation-hub about sustainable tertiary education 

Teachers, researchers, students…

experiment with sustainability issues

build a capacity for SD

are empowered by an enabling environment in HE for SD



Ecocampus

SD in Teaching & Learning

SD in Research

Community and public engagement

SD in Leadership

International partnerships



ESD professional development of 
teachers in higher education

Do we need ESD professional development of teachers in 
higher education? 

And if we need it: HOW can we do this? 
Track ‘ESD professional development of teachers at universities’
Output 1: Online introductory course ESD for teachers of 
universities

To be continued/Questions/Experiences



Do we need ESD 
professional development 
of teachers in higher
education? 



YES, but….
Questions about SD 



Yes, but….
What is the relation between SD and my program? 

Law
Computer Science
Language
Sociology
Mathematics
Chemistry
Medicine
…



Yes, but….

How can I integrate SD in my course (learning outcomes –
learning content – didactic approaches – evaluation forms
– interdisciplinary format? 

How can I integrate SD in my own program? 
(vision – learning outcomes – learning track – masterthesis   
– professional development) 



Yes, but….
How can we organise learning in the face of wicked social
ecological problems



http://www.visualcapitalist.com/forecast-when-well-run-out-of-each-metal/








Yes, BUT

No panacea to integrate SD in courses: 
Level Goverment

Interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary working? 

Level University 
Vision on SD? 
Interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary working? 
Enough support for teachers? 

Level Program
SD – Resistance? Neutral? 
Vision on SD within the program?
Evaluation of learning outcomes? 

Level course
Big groups (500 students) 
Research is more important than education



HOW can we do this? 



Track: ESD professional 
development teachers
universities



Track: ESD professional development 
teachers universities
▪ Start: 2017

▪ Who? 
▪ 5 Flemish universities: 

▪ Coördinator ‘SD in courses’ 
▪ Educational support

+ Ecocampus

▪ Starting point: jointly develop ESD professional 
development 
▪ Start note: International overview of different forms of ESD 

professional development 
▪ First jointly product: ‘Kennismakingsmodule EDO voor 

docenten’



Starting note: several forms for ESD 
professional development

Multi and/or disciplinary learning network ‘SD in my
program’
ESD-innovation projects in combination with training
Action research projects
Mentorships
Toolkit/Reflection frames
Living lab
Training



Online introductory course 
ESD for teachers of 
universities



‘Expeditie sustainia’: basic info

Target group: teachers without prior knowledge of ESD
Acquantance about SD in my course/program and support 
to integrate ESD into their teaching
Blended formula (online + face-to-face):

8 themes + intro-theme
Online: each theme asks 45 min of study-time

the developed content is available in moodle ‘expeditie 
sustainia’ for teachers of universities
All developed contents can be downloaded by departments
of professional development of universities to maximize
integration and customazation



‘Expeditie sustainia’: 3 ‘chapters’

Introduction to ‘ESD at a University‘
theme 1: ‘The age of sustainability’
theme 2: ‘SD in university courses’

Practice ‘ESD in my education‘
theme 3: ‘Content for SD in different disciplines’
theme 4: ‘Competences for SD’
theme 5: ‘Teaching in learning methods for SD’
theme 6: ‘Inter/trans/multidisciplinary work for SD’
theme 7: ‘Evaluation for SD’
theme 8: ‘Whole Institution Approach’

Conceptual foundation ‘ESD in my education'.
theme 9: ‘SD’
theme 10: ‘ESD’



‘Expeditie Sustainia’: structure

Each theme exists out of :
Background information

(Scientific) background information

Practice
Examples out of practice
In chapter 2:  CEMUS 

Reflection
Excercise for teachers to practice on learning materials
In chapter 2: excercise – lesson/course/program preparation

In a picture
An artist shows SD into a work of art



‘Expeditie Sustainia’: coöperation

Each university leads 2 themes (without extra funding)
Scenariogroups for each theme
Try-out theme
Development of the theme

Ecocampus
Coördination
Presence at each of scenariogroups
Development of the theme

Department communication Flemish Government
IT
Cronos (Instructional Design)



Example: The age of sustainability:

https://onlineleren.milieuinfo.be/course/view.php?id=2










Example: EDUCTION IN FLUX: 
Practice

https://onlineleren-ontwikkel.milieuinfo.be/mod/scorm/player.php?a=6&currentorg=&scoid=15&sesskey=gEkB6wX1SE&display=popup&mode=normal






Example: picture



‘Expeditie Sustainia’: a work in 
progress

Two themes are already tested in 2018
The other themes are ready in 2019 and will be tested then.
From 2019 – 2020: 
• Maximum integration in already existing professional 

development of 5 universities
• Once a year: Ecocampus runs the entire course together

with 5 universities
• English translation for GAP on ESD. 



ESD professional development of 
teachers in higher education: to be
continued

Different target group
Different content
Different form: 

Masterclass ESD
Research project ESD
Innovation project ESD
Mentorship
Toolkit

(…. without reinventing the wheel)



Questions? 

Ellen Vandenplas

Ecocampus 

E: ellen.Vandenplas@vlaanderen.be
M: 0032 475 465 004

https://www.lne.be/ecocampus



Some questions for you



The ‘perfect’ ESD-
professional 
development would
be….

BRAINSTORM



Do you know an existing
ESD-professional-
initiative that is almost
perfect? 

GET INSPIRED



Do you have an idea to 
develop an ESD-
professional-
development-initiative? 

ACTION PLEASE


