
More Than A Women’s March 
THE WORLD SENDS A MESSAGE

From civil and women’s rights to anti-war and anti-business, people gather to protest things 
that just don’t sit right with them. It’s like when you and your sibling(s) gather to protest 
another night of pizza. Ugh, right? (We’re kidding, of course.) But throughout history, people 
have gathered to protest as a way of sending a message to the government that a lot of people 
don’t agree with what’s happening. The Women’s March on Washington and the nearly 700 
sister marches around the world were no different, except that analysts believe (they’re still 
counting!) that it was the largest protest in U.S. history. 

It all started on November 8th after Donald Trump was declared the winner of the 2016 U.S. 
Presidential Election. Rebecca Shook of Hawaii was so sad and disappointed that she went 
onto her Facebook page and wondered if people could head to Washington, D.C. and protest 
his presidency on the day of his inauguration. But she wasn’t the only person with that idea. 
Oh, no ...

On January 21st, the day after President Donald Trump was sworn into office as the 45th 
President of the United States, over three million women, men, and children took to the 
streets of cities around the world to protest his presidency. Called one of the largest protests in 
history with all seven continents participating (Yes, even Antarctica!), the Women’s March was 
a way for people around the world to express their disapproval of President Donald Trump. 
But perhaps more importantly, it was a way for people to show the President that women’s 
rights are human rights, hatred would not be tolerated, and that things like affordable health 
care, climate change, and many of the other things that he seems to disagree with, are 
important. 

1 xyzanews.com

  

January 2017

iPhone Page 5 Oscars Page 7

The Xyza, LLC. All Rights Reserved.



China Bans Ivory
ELEPHANT TUSKS ARE NOT WELCOME!

There’s a reason why wildlife conservationists are 
praising China. Earlier this month, China announced 
that they would shut down their ivory market by the 
end of the year. That’s great news for elephants! Why? 
Elephants have 
been poached 
(or hunted on 
restricted land) 
for their tusks 
which are made 
out of ivory. 
Approximately 
70% of the world’s ivory ends up in China where artists 
use this material to carve out elaborate art pieces. With 
China’s announcement, wildlife conservationists are 
hoping that elephant poaching will begin to decrease 
and the population of this endangered species will 
start to grow again.

Want Free Money?
FINLAND PAYS THE NEEDY 

Finland is conducting an experiment 
on their people. What? Now, before 
you start picturing a science lab with 
Frankenstein’s monster on the table, 
we’re going to have to stop you right 
there! They’re not conducting that 
kind of an experiment, but rather 
a social experiment: what happens 
when a country gives away money 
to the unemployed (or people 
without jobs)? Will they become 
lazy or will they use the money to 
do things like go back to school or 
open up businesses? By giving 2,000 
unemployed people a basic income 
of €560 (or about $600) a month, 
Finland hopes that this income will 
allow people to learn new skills and 
get jobs. Many other countries such 
as Kenya, Canada, India, and the 
Netherlands, and cities like Oakland 
and San Francisco are also piloting 
(or testing out) similar programs this 
year. In San Francisco, they’re testing 
out this program on families with 
young children. The hope is that with 
a basic income, families can do things 
like make much-needed repairs to 
their homes and focus on things like 
education. Like all new programs, not 
everyone believes that this program 
will work, but some are willing to give 
it a try. We’ll just have to wait and see 
how these experiments turn out.  
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Ignore Your 
Boss...
IT’S THE LAW!!!

Before you tell your parents to ignore their bosses, 
you might want to continue reading this article. It’s 
not a global law (wouldn’t that be nice!), but a law 
that was recently passed in France. This law gives 
people the legal right to ignore emails after work 
hours. While some find this law to be impossible to 
carry out, most companies have embraced it. After 
all, companies want to keep their employees happy, 
so they’ll stay longer and do their best at their job. If it 
means that employees leave their work at work, more 
companies are willing to make this adjustment than 
those who are not. Some companies have even gone 
as far as automatically “destroying” emails that are 
sent to coworkers after work hours. Now, that’s what 
we call a dedicated and law-abiding company!
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U.S. Headlines

Thank You, 
Mr. President
EIGHT YEARS OF 
SERVICE

Earlier this month, 
President Barack Obama 
delivered his final speech 
as the 44th President 
of the United States. In 

his farewell speech, he said goodbye to the 
American people and reflected on what the 
country was able to accomplish during his 
eight years in office. He also offered words of 
inspiration, a feeling of hope, and a call for 
young people to do more and be better. And 
perhaps the most touching part of his speech 
was when he took a special moment to thank 
his daughters for being incredible and kind 
women, and First Lady Michelle Obama for 
being an amazing First Lady, wife, mom, and 
his best friend. 

Whether you agreed or disagreed with his 
politics, decisions, actions, and what he tried 
to accomplish, he served the country for eight 
years as President of the United States. He 
protected the environment, gave healthcare to 
those who might not have received it otherwise, 
brought the country back from one of the worst 
economic crises since the Great Depression, 
legalized same-sex marriage, and ended the 
war in Iraq. President Barack Obama left the 
White House with the highest approval ratings 
of any president in history. And upon leaving, 
he promised the American people that he 
would keep fighting for and working alongside 
them as a fellow citizen. Thank you, President 
Barack Obama for being our president and for 
inspiring us to think, “Yes, we can!”

Inauguration 
Day
A NEW PRESIDENT IN 
THE WHITE HOUSE

The power of the President of the United 
States was peacefully transferred to a new 
administration under President-elect 
Donald Trump earlier this month. But what 
does it mean exactly to “transfer power?” Is 
it someone putting all of his power into a 
box and then handing it over to someone 
else (muah-ha-ha!)? Wouldn’t that be 
interesting? 

No, peacefully transferring power involves 
both physical actions (the president-elect 
meets with the sitting president to learn 
his roles and responsibilities) and symbolic 
actions (the swearing in of the president-
elect on Inauguration Day). This process 
has been the foundation of the American 
democratic process.

On January 20th, two crowds gathered 
to witness the inauguration of President-
elect Donald Trump. One group gathered to 
support and cheer him on, while the other 
gathered to protest the new administration. 
Protests might not seem fitting for 
Inauguration Day, but it has happened in 
the past. In 1913, protestors gathered for the 
inauguration of President Woodrow Wilson 
and even as recently as in 2001 for the 
inauguration of President George W. Bush. 

Despite the festivities and the protests, one 
thing is for certain: President Donald Trump 
has a big job ahead of him as the 45th 
President of the United States and it’s time 
for everyone to get to work! 
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What Drought? 
If you live in California and you think that it’s been raining and pouring and the old man has 
been snoring, you’re right! And if you think, “Gosh, with all this rain, the drought must be over,” 
you’re also right! The drought that kept most of California (or 86% to be exact) dry for years, 
is finally turning around. State reservoirs (or natural places like lakes where water is kept and 
used to supply communities) are full and can provide water to those places in the state that are 
still experiencing dry conditions. But don’t just take our word for it. Check out this incredible 
before and after picture of one of California’s reservoirs.

Folsom Lake in 2017Folsom Lake in 2015

Interesting Fact: Water 
travels 170 miles to get to 
the people of San Francisco! 
Here’s a map of how water 
travels from the Hetch Hetchy 
Reservoir to the Bay Area. 
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Let’s Celebrate!
THE IPHONE TURNS 1O YEARS OLD

Once upon a time, not so long ago, people 
did not have smartphones like we see today. 
Gasp! This is true. In fact, the image below 
was one of the coolest phones of those times, 
the Motorola Razr. The phone could store 5.5 

MB of data (about the 
size of … wait for it … 
two photos!) and if 
you were okay with 
really, really slow 
speed, you could send 
and receive emails 
and browse the web.

So what changed? 
Well, 10 years ago, 
Apple launched the 
iPhone. Steve Jobs, 
the CEO of Apple 

Computers, went on stage and said, “Every 
once in a while, a revolutionary product comes along that 
changes everything.” Then he pulled out the iPhone. 

The crowd went wild after 
seeing what the phone could 
do. (A great camera! Visual 
voicemail! An easy interface, 
and most importantly, a 
touch screen! )The iPhone 
has been credited with 
starting a revolution of 
smartphones that continues 
to this day. Happy 10th 
birthday, iPhone! 

Will Emojis 
Come to Life?
MONOPOLY IS LETTING 
YOU DECIDE

Well, it really depends on 
what you vote for. That’s right — Hasbro, Inc., 
the company who makes the iconic Monopoly 
board game, is asking people to pick their 
next generation of tokens (or board game 
pieces). Of the 50 tokens up for consideration 
are things like emojis, a hashtag, and a 
computer — items that didn’t even exist when 
the first Monopoly games were manufactured 
and sold in 1935. Want to check out all of the 
other tokens being considered and vote for 
your favorite ones? You can cast your vote 
on www.votemonopoly.com. The winning 
tokens will be announced on January 31st. 
(Anxious emoji!)
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Love Xyza?

If you love Xyza as much as we 
enjoy producing them for you, 
let us know! 

There are so many ways for you, 
your family, and school to be 
a part of the Xyza experience. 
From getting a full access 
pass to our online news site 
to ordering a monthly printed 
copy of our newspaper, let us 
know what works for you. Email 
info@xyzanews.com for more 
information.



SAMSUNG
WHAT HAPPENED: Last fall, Samsung, the 

company that makes the Galaxy 
Note 7, had to recall these 
smartphones because they would 
catch fire. Twice, they tried 
to provide a solution for what they thought was the problem, but failed both 
times. Samsung had to offer a refund to all of their Galaxy Note 7 customers and 
launched an investigation to figure out the exact cause of their exploding phones. 

NOW WHAT: It turns out that it was the battery all along. Batteries were overheating because 
they were either missing essential parts or didn’t have enough of a specific material to keep 
them from getting too hot, causing them to explode. Samsung is trying to win back the trust 
of their customers by sharing the eight steps they’ll be taking in order to make sure that every 
battery in every phone works properly.

xyzanews.com

Updates: Then and Now
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FLINT
WHAT HAPPENED: A year ago, the people of 
Flint, Michigan discovered that they were using 
and drinking water that had been contaminated 
with lead. People complained that the water 
smelled funny and children were getting sick.

NOW WHAT: It’s 
been over a year 
and although the 
city has switched 
back to the 
cleaner Detroit 
water supply, the 
water in Flint is 

still unusable and people continue to depend 
on bottled water for everything from cooking to 
bathing. The investigation is not over yet, but 
over a dozen government officials have already 
been charged over the Flint water crisis. 

SHAMU
WHAT HAPPENED: Last year, SeaWorld 
announced that after 60 years of orcas (or 
killer whales) flying into the air and splashing 
happy families in the “Soak Zone,” they would 
be closing down the show. Although no 
specific reason was given, SeaWorld has been 
accused of abusing their orcas (keeping them 
in small and unnatural spaces) in recent 
years. As a result some orcas have gotten very 
sick, and in some cases, turned against their 
trainers.

NOW WHAT: 
Earlier this 
month, the orcas 
at SeaWorld San 
Diego took their 
final curtain 
call and ended a show that has been a part of 
the park’s experience since 1966. But don’t 
worry, the orcas aren’t going anywhere. 
Instead, SeaWorld will be building new orca 
encounters for visitors to enjoy. Until then, 
visitors can learn more about these amazing 
whales at the underwater viewing area pool 
with daily “killer whale presentations.”

Then & Now
Things just don’t happen and then disappear. Oh, no. Here at Xyza, we’ll be sharing stories 
with you as they continue to unfold. Check out what’s up with Flint, Shamu, and Samsung!
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Arts/Culture/Sports

Five Facts About the Oscars
LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!!!!

On February 26th, millions of people from around 
the world will be watching the 89th Annual Academy 
Awards, or what is commonly known as the Oscars. 
The Oscar is one of the most prestigious awards in 
the film industry. So before you pop that popcorn and 
watch to see who wins this year’s awards, here are 
some interesting facts about the Oscars:

1) There has only been one woman who 
has ever won the Best Director award: 
Kathryn Bigelow, in 2010.

2) The award itself is heavy. 
It’s taller than a sheet of binder paper at 13.5 
inches tall and it weighs 8.5 pounds, about as 
heavy as a gallon of milk!

3) PriceWaterhouseCoopers 
(PWC) is the company that 

counts all of the votes to see who the 
winner is of each category. If the wrong 
person is announced as the winner, 
people from PWC can rush onto the 
stage and stop the show!

4) The youngest person to win 
an Oscar was 10-year old Tatum 
O’Neal in 1973, and the oldest 
person to win was 82-year old 
Christopher Plummer in 2010. 

5) Anyone who won an Oscar award after 1950 and 
wants to sell his or her statue must first offer to sell 
it back to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences (or the Academy) for $1. Why? The Academy 
doesn’t want winners to sell the statues to make 
money. After all, they are worth a pretty penny. One 
statue won by Orson Welles sold for over $800,000! 
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Hidden Figures No 
More!
XYZA MOVIE REVIEW

The movie 
Hidden 
Figures is 
the real 
life story 
of three 
African 
American 
women 
who 
worked 
for NASA. 
While 
women 
working 
in space technology might seem 
common now, in the 1960s, it was 
not the case. We follow the story of 
Katherine, an immensely talented 
mathematician trying to prove her 
brilliant skill at pattern recognition; 
her friend Dorothy, an excellent 
supervisor of computers (people 
who compute, not those devices 
on your desks!); and finally Mary 
Jackson, who decides to do the 
unthinkable (for those times), and 
take engineering classes to advance 
her work. The movie explores how 
important a space mission launch is 
to NASA and how it takes an army of 
brilliant people of all types to make 
it successful. The movie has some 
funny moments and shows how, in 
the face of challenges, supportive 
people and the will to succeed make 
the difference.



Gong 
Hay Fat 
Choy
FROM THE 
MONKEY TO 
THE ROOSTER

Happy 4714! Wait, don’t we mean 2017? No, 
actually we really do mean the year 4714, 
which is also the year 2017. Even more 
confused? Let us explain. The Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Korean, and Taiwanese celebrate 
the lunar or Chinese new year which is based 
on the lunar calendar. According to the lunar 
calendar, 2017 is the year 4714 and the year of 
the rooster.

So, what do people do to celebrate Chinese 
New Year? Different people have different 

cultural traditions, but there are a few things that they share in common: spending time with 
family and friends, eating good food, and passing out money in red envelopes. Here at Xyza, 
we make dumplings and spend time with loved ones. We wish you a very happy Chinese New 
Year filled will love, laughter, and good fortune!

Arts/Culture/Sports

Africa Cup of Nations
FOOTBALL FRENZY HITS THE CONTINENT

Every so often, a sports event comes along 
that means more than just the sport. The 
Olympics is one example, where hundreds 
of countries come together to celebrate the 
spirit of sports and unity. The Africa Cup Of 
Nations, a fierce football tournament held 
in Africa, is another. Started in 1956, it was 
intended to be a continental tournament 
between four countries (Sudan, Egypt, 

Ethiopia, and 
South Africa) 
and has now 
grown into a 
tournament of 
16 countries in 
the continent.

In a continent with many challenges, ranging 
from political and civil wars to poverty and 
corruption, this is one of the few events that 
brings all the African countries together. After 
Ghana gained independence from the British, 
its first president wholly supported the 
football team. The team won the Cup in 1963, 
bringing great pride to the country. The sport 
is also symbolic of racial diversity — South 
Africa was disqualified for choosing only 
white players in 1957, but its racially mixed 
team in the 1990s proved the power of unity 
when it won the Cup. This year, the Ivory 
Coast team is a hot favorite, but underdog 
teams such as Zimbabwe are catching 
spectators by surprise! 
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Australian 
Open
GAME, SET, 
MATCH

Every year, the 
best of the best in the world of tennis head 
to Melbourne, Australia to compete in the 
Australian Open. This year, it was all Serena 
Williams and Roger Federer. Serena beat her 
sister, Venus, to win her 7th Australian Open 
title and Federer fought his way back to beat 
Nadal to win his 5th. Congratulations! 


