
President Trump’s First 
Month 
LOVE IT OR HATE IT?

It’s been a month since President Trump took office 
and it seems like he hasn’t wasted any time. In fact, 
he’s already signed 26 executive orders, met with world 
leaders, started the process of repealing the Affordable 
Care Act, nominated a Supreme Court justice, and 
picked members for his cabinet, just to name a few. 
To his supporters, he has done exactly what he had 
promised them — quick actions to “Make America Great 
Again!” But to others, his actions have done the exact 
opposite. Perhaps one of the most controversial was his 
immigration ban on seven Muslim-majority countries: 
people formed large protests at airports against it, and 
judges declared the ban unconstitutional. 

Read more on pg. 2

February Review: A Jubilee, Mars, the Grammys, and More!

From Our Desk To Yours:
Hey kids! It’s been a funky February and we’re here to tell you all about it. Flip through and read these next few pages and 
we’re willing to bet that you’ll know even more about what’s happening around the world than your parents. (Gasp!) Don’t 
worry though, we have a feeling they won’t mind. Oh, and don’t forget to check out the back page — there’s a cool word 
search and a list of words that you might have heard in the news or around the schoolyard. Never knew what some of those
words meant? No worries, we’ve got you covered!

-Your Friends at Xyza

*$7.99/Issue
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Top row: President Trump signing an executive order, Secretary of Education Betsy Devos; Middle row: 
Prime Minister of the U.K. Theresa May visiting President Trump, Airport protests after immigration ban; 
Bottom row: Acting Attorney General Sally Yates, Supreme Court justice nominee Neil M. Gorsuch



President Trump’s First Month (Cont.)
His nominations for Attorney General and Secretary of Education 
were so controversial that one was barely confirmed by the 
Senate, and the other was only confirmed after a historic tie-
breaking vote by Vice President Mike Pence — no other nominee 
has ever had to have a Vice President use his vote to push through 
a nomination. President Trump’s National Security Advisor Mike 
Flynn resigned only three weeks on the job after it was discovered 
that he had conversations with Russia before Donald Trump 
officially became President of the United States — a big no, no! 

So, how is President Trump doing in his first month of office? 
Well, it really depends on who you’re asking. Do you think 
President Trump is doing a good job? What grade (A, B, C, D, or 
F) would you give him and why?

WORLD

Queen 
Elizabeth II 
65 YEARS AND 
COUNTING

On February 6th, 1952, 
Queen Elizabeth II’s 
father, King George 
VI passed away. At the 
young age of 25 years 
old, Elizabeth II took 
over the throne and 
the responsibilities 
of Queen. Earlier this 
month, she celebrated 
her 65th year as the 
reigning monarch of 
Britain — the longest 
in British history. How 
did she celebrate? With 
a Sapphire Jubilee, of 
course! 

Queen Elizabeth’s full title is: “Elizabeth the Second, 
by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and of Her other Realms and Territories Queen, 
Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith.” 

Interesting Fact

Left: Former President of The Gambia Yahya Jammeh
Right: President of The Gambia Adama Barrow

Awkward … The Ex-Gambian 
President Couldn’t Let Go
22 YEARS WAS ENOUGH

What does a country do when a former president 
refuses to let go, even when he’s been voted out of 
office? That’s exactly what happened in The Gambia, 
a small country in West Africa. In December, the 
people of The Gambia voted for Adama Barrow to be 
their new president. At first, former President Yahya 
Jammeh accepted his defeat, but then, in a strange 
twist of events, he decided to fight the results and said, 
“I am not a coward. My right cannot be intimidated 
and violated. This is my position.” Ultimately, Jammeh 
gave up control and left the country. Whether he made 
the decision to 
accept his defeat 
on his own, or 
was forced to 
accept it as a 
result of military 
threats from 
neighboring 
Senegal, no 
one knows for 
sure. What is 
for sure is that 
newly elected 
President Adama Barrow is making human rights a 
priority for the country, something former President 
Yahya Jammeh was accused of violating.  

The Gambia, officially called the 
Republic of The Gambia, is the 
smallest country on mainland 
Africa and is completely 
surrounded by the country of 
Senegal, except for its western 
border which touches the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Interesting Fact
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More Than Just A Leak
HEAVY STORMS CAUSE EVACUATION AT OROVILLE DAM

On Monday, February 7th, freeways in northern California 
were jammed with 100,000 people rushing to escape a possible 
flood, as a 30-foot wall, holding back gallons and gallons of 
water, might collapse.  They’d been directed to leave their 
homes and head toward the Chico Silver Dollar Fairgrounds 
— a designated evacuation spot for the area. How does 
something like this happen?

Well, if you live in California, you might know that the Golden 
State was facing a drought in the last couple of years. Where a 
drought is a problem of not enough rain or water, Californians 
now have the opposite problem: too much water. 

With unexpectedly high rainfall, the Oroville Dam, about 
75 miles north of Sacramento, was getting pretty full. What 
happens when dams get full of water and they can’t hold it any 
more?

The Oroville Dam has what is called an 
auxiliary (or additional) spillway. This is for 
all the extra water to spill into if the levels get 
too high. It’s basically like a moat or trough 
with big, 30-foot walls on either side to hold the water in. 

But on February 7th, as water flowed into the spillway, part of 
the wall unexpectedly collapsed. The concern was that if the 
hole in the wall got any bigger, the entire wall might come 
down, sending too much water into the river, and flooding 
Oroville and other towns.

Fortunately the damage to the spillway was repaired, the 
evacuation was lifted (or called off), and 
people returned to their homes. It’s a 
fortunate ending, but experts are keeping 
their eyes on the dam and making sure that 
the repairs hold for future storms. 

U.S. Headlines

Black History Month
WHO ARE YOU HONORING?

February is Black History Month, a time to remember, 
recognize, and honor African Americans for playing a 
pivotal role in the history of the United States. Here at Xyza, 
we are celebrating African American leaders, scientists, 
poets, historians and risk-takers. From children like Ruby 
Bridges to scientists like Mae Jemison, we honor some of 
the amazing African American men and women that have 
contributed towards some of the greatest achievements in 
American history.

Left: In 1960, Ruby Bridges was escorted to school after a judge ruled 
that desegregation was illegal.
Right: Ruby Bridges in 2010. She wrote a book called, “Through My 
Eyes” and now travels the world talking to children.

You Get Free 
Tuition! You Get 
Free Tuition! 
S.F. SAYS NO NEED TO PAY FOR 
SCHOOL

Ah, San Francisco, how do we love 
thee? Let us count the ways. Earlier 

this month, San Francisco’s Mayor Ed Lee announced that 
tuition at City College of San Francisco will be free for all 
students who have lived in the city for at least a year. You 
heard us right, free! By offering free 
tuition, Mayor Lee is hoping that more 
people will enroll in City College and 
empty seats will once again be filled. 

San Francisco is the first city in the 
country to offer free college tuition to 
all of its residents.

Interesting Fact

Whoa! That’s 
a lot of water!
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Is Mars The Next 
Earth?
COUNTRIES RACE TO STUDY MARS

In the 1960s, there was a “space race” 
that had space scientists racing to see 
which country would make the greatest 
strides in space discovery first. The 
Soviet Union is credited with starting 
the race when they launched Sputnik (a 
satellite) into space. The United States 
then responded by sending a human 
into space and then to the moon. 

It’s now 2017 and it seems like space 
race 2.0 is beginning to take shape. 
Countries like the United States, China, 
and India have their eyes on Mars. It 
was just a few months ago when Elon 
Musk (you know, that guy who started 
that little known electric car company 
called Tesla and that space travel and 

exploration company called SpaceX) 
announced that he would send people 
(yes, people like us!) to Mars. China, 
considered one of the latecomers to 
space exploration, has made up for 
lost time. In a recent announcement, 
China said its goal is to begin exploring 
Mars by 2020. India is working on 
innovative and less expensive methods 
of space exploration and hopes to send 
a spacecraft to Mars for about a tenth 
of the cost of what the United States is 
spending. Who will “win” space race 
2.0? We’ll just have to wait and see! 

Bumblebees Have 
Been Listed
IT’S NOT BUZZING THAT YOU’RE 
HEARING

Picture this: You’re enjoying a day in 
the park with a nice popsicle in hand 
when all of a sudden something comes 
chasing you down. A bumblebee! 
“There are so many of them!” you think 
to yourself. But hold that thought. Are 
there really that many bumblebees in 
the world? There aren’t actually. In fact, 
since the mid-1990s, there have been 
fewer and fewer bumblebees in North 
America — approximately 90% less. Just 
think, if there were 100 bumblebees 
back then, there would only be 10 now. 
Shocking, right? According to bee 
experts, bumblebees are disappearing 
because of things like disease, 
pesticides (chemicals that farmers 
spray on crops to keep bugs away), and 
climate change. It’s been a rough two 
decades for the bumblebee and for the 
first time ever, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has added these buzzing 
working bees to its endangered species 
list. But why should we care you might 
ask? Bumblebees help pollinate things 
like plants and fruits like tomatoes and 
blueberries. In other words, they’re an 
important part of the plant and fruit-
growing process.  

SCIENCE/TECH

Launching satellites and rockets helps 
us learn about outer space, but one 
side effect of launching these things is 
space garbage. NASA and the United 
States Air Force have identified more 
than 500,000 pieces of space junk 
floating around in outer space. If you 
want to learn about who’s trying to 
do something about all of this space 
garbage, visit our website: 
xyzanews.com.

Interesting Fact

Hey, How’d You Get 
There?
BURMESE PYTHONS INVADE FLORIDA

It’s very common to see alligators in 
Florida, but Burmese Pythons too? 
Take a look at this cool looking snake 
and we’ll tell you all about how they’re 
causing havoc in Florida and who’s 
helping them solve this problem in the 
next issue of Xyza.

What do you think 
Florida could do to 
control the python 

population?
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DAKOTA ACCESS PIPELINE
WHAT HAPPENED: Since early last 
year, the Standing Rock Sioux tribe 
and other Native American tribes have 
joined together to protest the building 
of an oil pipeline in North Dakota. 
Native American tribes don’t want 
the pipeline to run through sacred 
tribal land and, if anything should go 
wrong with the pipe, contaminate the 
reservation’s drinking water. 

NOW WHAT: Despite continued 
protests, President Trump issued 
an executive order to expedite the 
review of the pipeline. Since then, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
approved the final piece of land needed 
to continue building the pipeline. 
While the Standing Rock Sioux tribe 
plans to continue their fight in court, 
the Oceti Sakowin camp where 
protestors gathered, has, for the most 
part, been abandoned. What they did 
leave behind, however, is garbage. 

The Governor of North Dakota 
has issued an emergency evacuation to 
clean up the protest camp before 
warmer weather and melting 
snow washes the debris into two 
major waterways, the Missouri and 
Cannonball Rivers. Despite weeks of 
cleanup efforts by the Standing Rock 
Sioux tribe, the Feds are now being 
called in to help speed up the efforts in 
a race against nature.

A LOOK AT THEN 
AND NOW

SPACE STUDY
WHAT HAPPENED: Last March, Scott 
Kelly, a NASA astronaut, landed back 
on Earth after calling outer space home 
for almost a year. Why was he out there 
for so long? It was the ultimate science 
experiment, of course! Space scientists 
wanted to know if space would affect a 
person’s body and/or mind.  

NOW WHAT: In addition to learning 
that Scott grew taller in outer space, 
it looks like his DNA changed as well. 
Blood samples from Scott and his 
identical twin brother, Mark (also a 
NASA astronaut, but who stayed on 
Earth) were collected throughout the 
experiment. When the samples were 
studied, scientists discovered that the 
ends of Scott’s chromosomes were 
longer than his brother’s. 

AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS
WHAT HAPPENED: The country of 
Gabon hosted the 31st Africa Cup of 
Nations, a men’s football tournament, 
that brought together 16 different 
African teams to see who would claim 
the prize of the best football team in 
Africa. 

NOW WHAT: Cameroon beat Egypt by 
a score of 2-1, making this their fifth 
title win.

Things just don’t happen and then 
disappear. Oh, no. Here at Xyza, we’ll 
be continuing to share stories with you 
as they unfold. Check out what’s up 
with astronaut Scott Kelly, the Dakota 
Access Pipeline, and the Africa Cup of 
Nations! 

UPDATES

Guess who I am, 
Scott or Mark?

Libya was supposed to host, but 
because of persistent fighting in the 
country, they were unable to host the 
Cup.

Interesting Fact

Cool ... I wonder what 
else changed while 

Scott was in space and 
Mark was on Earth?
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Xyza Exclusive Spotlight: Interview 
With Paul Epworth 
WRITING HIS WAY TO THE TOP OF THE CHARTS 

Lucky us at Xyza, we got to interview Oscar, Golden Globe and five-time Grammy 
winner, Paul Epworth. You may have seen Paul on stage with Adele accepting 
Album of the Year at this year’s Grammys.  Paul is a music producer and songwriter 
and we think he’s pretty awesome.  Paul has worked with some of the biggest stars 
from Adele to Bruno Mars to Bono — but you know what we love the most? While 
he is a musical genius, he is also a super cool guy, loving dad and about as sweet as 
can be. Below is a part of our interview. To read the entire interview, visit
xyzanews.com!  

AS A CHILD, WHAT ROLE DID MUSIC PLAY IN YOUR LIFE? 
My parents loved music and encouraged me to have guitar lessons, but it was 
classical guitar (and they didn’t really listen to much at home), so I didn’t really 
begin playing properly until I bought an electric guitar at 14 and some cassettes 
to learn from. The music my parents listened to taught me a lot about melody and 
harmony and the magic of synthesizers, but when I began to discover the music of 
my generation, that was when I realised it was what I wanted to do.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE A CHILD INTERESTED IN MUSIC? 
Practice! Don’t be afraid to make mistakes. Don’t be afraid to make silly sounds and 
if you hear music that makes you feel something, if it makes you happy, sad, afraid 
or angry try to work out why because that’s the real magic!

WHAT IS THE COOLEST THING ABOUT YOUR JOB? 
Most people would think it was hanging out with superstars, but the real joy is in 
playing with instruments and making fun sounds and being creative. Having an 
idea and then trying to make it real is still the most fulfilling thing about my work!

IF YOU WEREN’T A MUSIC PRODUCER AND SONGWRITER, WHAT WOULD YOU 
BE? 
I wanted to be a fighter pilot when I was younger, but I’m colour blind so it meant I 
can’t fly planes. :-( I guess it worked out ok though, I was meant to do other things! 
:-)

Grammys! 
MORE THAN JUST AN AWARD SHOW

Did you watch the Grammys? Viewers 
were abuzz over a few surprising 
moments, including a microphone 
malfunction, a superstar stopping 
mid-way through a song, and some 
powerful performances (one word: 
Beyoncé). Given annually, Grammy 
awards are presented by The Recording 
Academy to musicians, producers, 
writers, and others involved with the 
music business.

The big winner this year was Adele 
— she snagged all five Grammys 
that she was nominated for! She also 
had people talking because of what 
happened during her performance in 
honor of the late George Michael. Part 
way through her cover of “Fastlove,” 
she stopped and asked to start over 
because she wasn’t happy with her 
performance.

Another unexpected occurrence 
took place during Lady Gaga’s 
collaboration with Metallica. While 
the audience could hear Lady Gaga 
just fine, Metallica’s James Hetfield’s 
microphone wasn’t working, so 
viewers caught only half of the lyrics. 
Realizing the issue, the two started to 
share a microphone before Hetfield’s 
own mic issues were fixed. Despite 
all of the rehearsals, mistakes can still 
happen. Hey, that’s what makes live 
events so exciting, right? You never 
know what might happen!

ARTS/CULTURE/SPORTS

I wonder what I’d ask 
Mr. Epworth if I had 

the chance to 
interview him?
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Checkmate ... Nah.
THROWING A MATCH TO MAKE 
A STATEMENT

This is Hou Yifan:

She is a four-time 
women’s world chess 
champion, a grandmaster 
in chess, and is called 
the “Queen of Chess.” 
So, how did she lose a 

match against an opponent she could 
have easily beaten? The question isn’t 
really how, but why. She threw a match 
(or purposely lost) to prove a point: 
that chess matches should not be 
determined by a player’s gender, but 
instead they should be determined by 
his or her ability. She was upset with 
how the tournament kept matching 
her up with female players when she 
could have been matched up with male 
players. Whether her actions worked 
or not, one thing’s for sure: she got the 
world of chess to take notice.

Those Super Bowl commercials 
cost a pretty penny, or shall we say 
LOTS of pretty pennies! If you wanted 
to buy a 30-second T.V. commercial 
space during this year’s Super Bowl, 
it would have cost you an average 
of (gulp!) $5 million. In comparison, 
it would have only cost you $42,000 
during the first Super Bowl in 1967.

What the Heck Is 
Groundhog Day, 
Anyway? 
A DAY TO CELEBRATE GROUNDHOGS?

Maybe you’ve heard of Groundhog 
Day ... or just seen the movie with 
Bill Murray. Groundhog Day is an 
American tradition where people watch 
a groundhog pop out of his burrow (or 
hole). If the groundhog sees its shadow, 
that means there will be six more weeks 
of winter. If he doesn’t see his shadow? 
Then we’ll have an early spring. 
Groundhog Day is celebrated every year 
on February 2nd.

It’s a pretty silly tradition, when you 
think about it, but it’s been celebrated 
at a place called Gobbler’s Knob, in the 
town of Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, 
since 1887!

Think that’s the whole story? There’s 
more! Check out the rest of the story 
of how Groundhog Day came to be at 
xyzanews.com/news.

ARTS/CULTURE/SPORTS

Super Bowl! 
TOUCHDOWN

It’s being called the 
largest comeback in 
Super Bowl history 
— and why not? The 
Atlanta Falcons were 
leading the New 
England Patriots 28-3 

with less than nine minutes left of the 
third quarter (there are four quarters in 
every football game), when their luck 
started to change. The Patriots scored 
25 points in a row, while the Falcons 
scored none. With less than a minute 
left, the Patriots tied the game, forcing 
the game to go into overtime. Final 
score? New England Patriots 34, Atlanta 
Falcons 28. 

Interesting Fact

Rumor Has It ...
A GERMAN SHEPHERD 
IS BEST IN SHOW 

She had the perfect 
build. She was the 
most obedient. She was 
athletic, and “rumor” has 
it, she won Best in Show 

at the 141st Westminster Dog Show! 
Turns out, it wasn’t a rumor at all but 
her name! Meet Rumor, the German 
Shepherd, winner of Best in Show.

Rumor has entered the 
Westminster Dog Show before. In fact, 
she was the winner for the Herding 
group, but was beaten by CJ, the 
German Shorthaired Pointer for the 
Best in Show title last year.

Interesting Fact

That’s pretty awe-
some! But why look 
for a groundhog and 

not a gopher?

Hey! Put me 
back! I’m not 
ready to come 

out yet!

Junior Reporter
HAVE SOMETHING TO 
REPORT? 

Xyza Junior Reporter L.K. saw The Lego 
Batman Movie and reported that it, 
“teaches kids that you can do a lot of 
great things alone, but together, you 
can accomplish much more.” So wise! 
Do you have something to report to 
other kids? We are looking for Junior 
Reporters to write reviews of movies, 
concerts, and other fun events for 
future issues! Send your reports to 
editor@xyzanews.com. 
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Xyza Word Search
The Xyza word search is two games in one! Look for the pink highlighted words 
throughout the newspaper. Then find them in this word search.

Share the Love! 
XYZA CELEBRATES 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

We love that you love learning about 
things that are happening around the 
world through our sassy little newspaper. 
Valentine’s Day might have passed, 

but we love sharing “love” stories that we spot in the news throughout the year, 
sometimes in print, other times in audio, and still other times in video. Check out 
our latest video: a tribute to love on our website: xyzanews.com/news.

 Xyza Words Of 
The Month
THESE ARE THE WORDS THAT HAVE 
BEEN TRENDING THIS MONTH.

EXECUTIVE ORDER:
something that the president orders as 
a rule and is enforced like a law

IMMIGRATION BAN:
not allowing people from one country 
to enter into another country for travel 
or to live 

HUMAN RIGHTS:
the rights that any person should have 
as a human being

BLACK HISTORY MONTH:
a month to honor, remember, and 
celebrate the achievements of African 
Americans and their contributions to 
the United States

SAPPHIRE JUBILEE:
the 65th anniversary celebration of 
Queen Elizabeth II’s reign over Britain

GRAMMY:
an award given by The Recording 
Academy to those in the music industry

SUPER BOWL:
the annual championship game 
between the two best teams of 
professional American football
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WORDSMART

I’m on it!

*Interested in 
ordering Xyza’s Monthly 

Review? Great! Send us an 
email at 

info@xyzanews.com.
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