
Living Contrary to a Dark World

There is a deep darkness in our world today, in a spiritual sense. What was 
once called evil is now being celebrated as good, and what was once called 
good is regarded as evil. There are confusing messages on how we are to live 
in today’s polarized culture.  

We who have come to faith in Jesus once lived in darkness and are now 
called to be light in this world. To be a light is to live and walk as Jesus lived 
and walked. We are to live contrary to the culture of this world for we are 
different, transformed, changed from our former way of life and have received 
a new life. We are not to allow a world that hates God and His truth to dictate 
how we are to conduct ourselves or to conform us into its standards. But there 
are times we forget who we are in Christ, failing to remember that by faith we 
were united with Jesus, where He lives His resurrected life in us and we 
through Him. Only through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives in us can we 
then say we are followers of Christ and as such live and walk as Jesus did in 
this world.

Some find that to live as light in the world and walk differently contrary to 
today’s culture is very difficult, but why? We neglect to keep in mind that we 
have three enemies that war against us daily: the world system (which is 
growing corrupt with each passing day), our sinful flesh, and the evil one. We 
can be deceived and led astray by these if we do not keep watchful and alert 
to the deception and depravity. 

Yet there are many believers who are spiritually asleep, unaware of the rapid 
spiritual and moral decline of our nation and, sad to say, of many churches 
today. The apostle Paul sounded the alarm in his day warning believers to 
awaken out of sleep, for their salvation was nearer than when they first 
believed. This is more true of us now. The early church learned to live as 
though Jesus would return at any moment. How much more should we? 
Therefore, Paul exhorts believers in Romans 13:11-13, to cast off the deeds of 
darkness, and let us put on the armor of light, (i.e., to be clothed with a 
Christlike life). Let us not remain ignorant or unaware of the pervasive 
darkness in a world where we can be drawn to a state of deep sleep. Now is 
the time to wake up from spiritual slumber, being watchful and alert, guarding 
against the deception that is prevalent in our culture. But how? You can stay 
on guard when you keep your eyes focused on Jesus and commit to daily 
prayer, bible study, and the fellowship with other believers. Fix your eyes on 



things above where Christ is, and do not set your heart on things of the earth, 
for this world is not your home.

Live expectedly as those who are awaiting the imminent return of Jesus 
Christ. Those who live this way will be ready and will not be caught off guard 
when that day comes. It will come as a thief in the night to those who do not 
know Christ or await His return. Look for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. Do not be afraid or 
troubled as you see things worsen, just look up for your redemption draws 
near. 


