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This classic novel tells the story of a man who falls in love with a woman whose ability to destroy is as great as her capacity to love, much like Hemingway's works. The woman, Ellen, was beautiful and strong-willed, and when she returned his affections, he knew he could marry her happily. However, things took a dark turn when the man realized that
the woman he loved was actually evil in disguise. Note: The rewritten text maintains the original meaning while applying the "ADD SPELLING ERRORS (SE)" method to create a more subtle and occasional error-laden version. The Ghost advises Hamlet not to seek revenge on Queen Gertrude but rather let heaven deal with her. Meanwhile, a film
featuring this advice was chosen for the US National Film Registry due to its cultural significance. In New Mexico, novelist Richard Harland meets Ellen Berent, a Boston socialite drawn to him because he reminds her of her deceased father. They begin a whirlwind romance and get married in Georgia before settling into domestic life at his Maine
lake house. Initially, their relationship is tranquil, but it soon becomes apparent that Ellen is consumed by jealousy, fixating on Richard's family and career. During an unexpected visit from Ellen's family, her mother warns Richard about her obsessive nature and compulsive love for him. This warning is ignored, and things take a dark turn when
Ellen's resentment escalates after Richard takes in his crippled brother Danny to live with them. She watches as Danny drowns while attempting to swim across the lake. The death of Danny is ruled an accident, and Ellen feigns sympathy. Her pregnancy attempt to placate Richard ultimately ends in her inducing a miscarriage by throwing herself
down a staircase. Following this ordeal, she accuses Ruth of being in love with Richard based on a dedication in his new novel that hints at her. Richard discovers Ellen's cruelty after overhearing an argument with Ruth. He confronts Ellen about her role in Danny's death and their unborn child, to which she responds without remorse. Instead of
pursuing justice, Richard decides not to take action against Ellen due to lack of evidence. A Siren, a water creature in mythology who lures sailors to their deaths, is a common allusion in film studies. Scholar Imogen Sara Smith suggests that the main character Ellen is often associated with water and depicted as swimming like a mermaid, displaying
cold-bloodedness and alienation. Her scheming nature also echoes Medea from Greek mythology, an intelligent and cunning figure who murders her children. Leave Her to Heaven, a film noir, was shot in color for the first time, defying categorization by some scholars as a thriller, melodrama, or romantic drama. Emanuel Levy notes that it blends
genres, creating a unique work. Ellen Berent is considered a prime example of the femme fatale archetype. Mary Ann Doane highlights Ellen's intense desire for Richard, signalled by her prolonged stare at him in the film's beginning. Her possessiveness escalates into violent and destructive measures, making her "the epitome of evil". Smith notes
that Ellen deviates from typical femme fatales by being driven solely by a pathological yearning for love. Critics who argue against Leave Her to Heaven as a film noir point out that Ellen does not seduce Richard into acting against his interests or breaking the law, thus not fitting the femme fatale profile. The PCA's response was crucial: they
emphasized the need to remove any "flavor" associated with Ellen planning to murder her unborn child because she feared the newborn would replace her in her husband's affections. A subsequent draft submitted to the PCA in February 1945, however, was disapproved due to its implication that Richard and Ellen had engaged in an illicit sexual
affair before their marriage. Following revisions that minimized the affair aspect, the screenplay was approved for production. Gene Tierney was offered the lead role of Ellen Berent, inspired by her performance in Twentieth Century Fox's film noir Laura (1944). Initially, Faye Marlowe was cast as Ruth but was later replaced by Jeanne Crain.
Principal photography took place between May and August 1945. The production initially planned to shoot lake and outdoor scenes in Washington and Oregon but ultimately used locations in Northern California at Bass Lake in the Sierra Nevada and Monterey. Additional filming occurred in Arizona, including Sedona, Flagstaff, and the Granite Dells
north of Prescott, for desert sequences set in New Mexico. Scenes from Warm Springs, Georgia were filmed at Busch Gardens in Pasadena with long shots and process plates captured on location at the actual Warm Springs Foundation. Cornel Wilde and Gene Tierney starred in Leave Her to Heaven, which premiered in the United States on
December 20, 1945 at the Carthay Circle Theater in Los Angeles. It subsequently had its New York City premiere on Christmas Day 1945. The film was the second highest-grossing of 1945, earning $5,505,000 in domestic rentals and $2.7 million internationally, for a worldwide rental gross of $8.2 million. The staff at Variety gave Leave Her to
Heaven a positive review, praising its "sumptuous Technicolor mounting" and the ability of Tierney and Wilde to effectively interpret their dramatic assignments. The role of Gene Tierney's foster-sister is more subdued but well-executed, while Vincent Price's performance as the discarded lover in the courtroom scenes adds a theatrical touch as the
district attorney. Some critics were less enthusiastic about the film, with Bosley Crowther describing it as an "inconvenient" and "moody" watch on Christmas Day. However, this piece of fiction did well to capture audiences' attention despite its flaws. Director Martin Scorsese praises Gene Tierney's performance in this film, considering her one of the
most underrated actresses of the Golden Era. Despite having a cast of unlikable characters, the solid acting and exceptional direction made it difficult for viewers to look away from the screen. The cult following that developed around the film over time can be attributed to its unique blend of genres, creating an authentic experience that has stood the
test of time. In recognition of this achievement, Leave Her to Heaven was selected for the National Film Registry in 2018 as a culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant work. The film received several nominations at the Academy Awards, including Best Actress and Production Design, with Leon Shamroy winning Best Cinematography. A
limited edition Blu-ray release of the film was made available by Twilight Time in 2013, followed by another DVD and Blu-ray release from The Criterion Collection on March 24, 2020. The character Courtney Shayne from the 1999 film Jawbreaker draws inspiration from Ellen, while portions of Leave Her to Heaven are featured in a scene where
Tierney and Wilde share a passionate kiss, causing Hawkeye's witty remark about straightening out her overbite. The novel Independence by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni mentions this film, highlighting its impact on mental illness portrayals in cinema. The film "Leave Her to Heaven" was added to the National Film Registry in 2020. The movie has
received various accolades and recognition over the years. According to Emanuel Levy's review, it is a cult movie-noir with significant cultural importance. In Imogen Sara Smith's Blu-ray documentary short, she provides insights into John M. Stahl's direction of the film. "Leave Her to Heaven" was listed in the AFI Catalog of Feature Films and has
been preserved by the Academy Film Archive. The film received nominations at the 18th Academy Awards in 1946. It has also been reviewed positively by critics, with Eric Henderson praising its release on Twilight Time Blu-ray. The Criterion Collection has released a version of the movie, which includes a documentary short discussing its
significance. Various publications have mentioned the film's impact and popularity, including Refinery29 and Film Comment. This book is an encyclopedia about frightening and supernatural icons (2nd ed.). Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Publishing. ISBN 978-0-313-33782-6. The article also mentions a film director named John M. Stahl who
understood women well (Morris, George). In addition, the film noir genre goes beyond the city in lonely places (Smith, Imogen Sara), and Twentieth Century-Fox was a company with a corporate and financial history (Solomon, Aubrey). The psychological melodrama in 40s films is also discussed in the book (Turim, Maureen). Moreover, Gene Tierney's
life story is told in another book (Vogel, Michelle), and Leave Her to Heaven is a movie that deals with themes of love and destruction (Walker, Michael). The movie trailer for Leave Her to Heaven can be found on YouTube, as well as Martin Scorsese's thoughts about the film. A bestselling novel by the same name explores the relationship between a
man and a woman who has the power to both destroy and love. The main character, Ellen, is described as being beautiful and having a strong personality that captivates Harland. However, he soon realizes that her beauty is actually a mask for evil.



