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Date:  Friday, February 8, 2019 

Re: 2019 Pre-Budget Consultation – Results of the Ottawa West – Nepean                                                          
Town Hall 

Issue: 

 

The following is the review of the Pre-Budget Consultation Town Hall hosted by Ottawa 
West – Nepean MPP Jeremy Roberts on the 2nd  of February, 2019. This document serves 
as a summary of consensus opinion at the Town Hall, but it should not necessarily be 
interpreted as an endorsement of all of the submissions included below. 
 
Background: 
 
The Government of Ontario launched its province wide consultations so everyone could 
have the opportunity to participate in the important discussion to put forward ideas and 
themes for Budget 2019. All opinions are welcomed, no viewpoint is given more 
preference than any other, and no one is excluded from the process. 
 
The point of this Town Hall was to garner feedback from the community of Ottawa West – 
Nepean on what they would like to see or not see included in Budget 2019. 
 
To accomplish this goal, new technology was used as an experiment for input and 
information gathering. This technology was an application known as PollEverywhere, 
which utilized smart phones as tools of communication whereupon a question could be 
presented and community members would be able to provide feedback anonymously 
without needing to come to a microphone. This ensured that all voices were heard rather 
than just the loudest ones. 
 
Structure: 
The Town Hall was segmented to cover 5 different topics: Background, Government 
Spending, Local Priorities, Healthcare, & Affordability. These sections were further 
segmented into 20 questions in total where 671 total responses were given. 
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Results: 
1. Background: 

a. Q1. The Provincial Government is currently spending 65% more than 10 
years ago. Do you feel that you are receiving 65% more out of government 
services than you were 10 years ago? 

i. Results were overwhelming negative, with 64% saying “No” and 
36% saying “yes.” 

ii. We clearly see that people do not believe the growth in money spent 
matches the growth in services.  

b. Q2. Balancing the budget is a key priority for the Government. On what 
timeline would you like to see the budget balanced? 

i. On this question we had a fairly even split with 27% each supporting 
“2019-2020”, “2021-2022”, & “2023-2024” with 18% preferring it be 
balanced past 2025. 

ii. From this we see that attendees would rather see the budget 
balanced in the short term. 

c. Q3. How would you describe your feelings about Provincial taxes overall” 
i. On this question 64% of respondents believed taxes were “Too high” 

while 18% each believed they were “Too Low” or “Just Right” 
ii. Our takeaway is that a majority believe that taxes need to be 

decreased.  
 

2. Government Spending: 
a. Q4. Distributing & allocating funding across Government Ministries is a key 

responsibility of government. Where do you think we should be prioritizing 
spending? 

i. Options presented were: Health Care, General Education, Post-
secondary education, Public Safety, Social Services, Infrastructure, 
and & Paying Down Debt.  

ii. Results were: Health Care 9%, General Education 18%, Post-
secondary Education 0%, Public Safety 0%, Social Services 9%, 
Infrastructure 9%, & Paying Down Debt 55%. Paying down the debt 
was the most preferred priority by a large margin. 

b. Q5. What would your second choice be?(second choice as presented inQ4) 
i. Each of the options were the same as Q4 and received: Health care 

18%, General education 9%, Post-secondary education 0%, Public 
Safety 9%,Social Services 0%, Infrastructure 45%, and paying down 
debt 18% respectfully. 

ii. From this we see that the second preference of attendees was 
Infrastructure spending, followed by health funding and still paying 
down the debt. 

c. Q6. In What areas of government do you think we could find efficiencies? 
i. On this question, we found the largest areas of consensus formed 

around “corporate welfare” and “administration” 
ii. Our takeaway is that the attendees would be comfortable with 

decreasing government involvement in corporate payments, and 
additionally would like to see efficiencies made in administration 
practices and levels.  

d. Q7. If we have to make investments or reallocate funding, which areas do 
you feel are most in need? 

i. On this question, the four most common points of consensus were 
Debt, carbon capture, environment, and autism services. 
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3. Local Priorities 
a. Q8. What are some key local priorities that are important to you? 

i. On this question there were many ideas but few areas of consensus. 
The two areas of consensus were “traffic” and “Algonquin college”. 

ii. We see this as a call for more local improvements to roads and 
highway expansions.  

iii. Other ideas included: “municipal regulations” “LRT”, “green space”, 
and “health”. 

b. Q9. This riding has the largest seniors population in Ontario. What are the 
biggest challenges facing seniors? 

i. The three ideas that emerged as points of consensus were “home 
care”, “public transit”, and “long term care” which was by far the 
greatest point of consensus.  

c. Q10. The City of Ottawa will soon be coming forward with a funding request 
for Phase 3 of LRT. How important is this project to you. 

i. When prompted 46% of respondents said “very important”, 15% said 
“somewhat important” 8% were Neutral, and 30% thought it was 
“somewhat unimportant or very unimportant”. 

d. Q11. What are your key priorities for local schools here in Ottawa? 
i. In what was reminiscent of our previous education town hall there 

were several areas of consensus among attendees.  
ii. Ideas of consensus emerged around “special-ed”, “financial literacy”, 

and “trades” education.  
iii. Other ideas proposed had to do with infrastructure but the three 

mentioned items gained the greatest consensus.  
e. Q12. What is the single greatest issue facing our community? 

i. On this question there were three points of consensus with one 
being far and away the leader. 

ii. The point of greatest consensus was “traffic”. Followed distantly by 
“shootings”, “drugs”, and “opioids” which we will combine to say 
“increased crime.”  

iii. The final point of consensus was “racism”  
f. Q13. The Minister of the Environment recently unveiled the Government's 

plan to address climate change and meet the Paris Accord targets. What 
are your key local environmental priorities? 

i. In response to this question the greatest point of consensus around 
environmental concerns was ”Quebec rivier dumping” 

ii. This was followed by “greenspace” and “sewage treatment” as 
following points of consensus.  

4. Health Care 
a. Q14. Ending hallway healthcare is a key priority of the government. What 

has been your experience in hospitals overall? 
i. When answering this question each of he 5 choices scored the 

same 20%. 
ii. The answer were: Mostly Positive, Somewhat Positive, Neutral or 

Have not been to hospital in 5 years, Somewhat Negative, and 
Mostly Negative, each at 20%. 

b. Q15. How do you feel about hospital wait times? 
i. In response to this question 85% thought they were “Too long” while 

15% thought they were “reasonable” 
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c. Q16. The Government is making a $1.9 billion investment in mental health. 
Where should these funds be prioritized? 

i. In response to this question a clear consensus emerged around two 
subjects, “research” followed by “group homes”.  

5. Affordability 
a. Q17. What family expenses put the greatest stress on your wallet. 

i. In response to this there was a clear dominance of two issues 
echoing what was often heard during the election. 

ii. Those were overwhelmingly “taxes” and “hydro”  
iii. These were distantly followed by “rent/housing” 

b. Q18. Where can we make life more affordable? 
i. In response to this there was a clear dominance of one topic that 

being “taxes”. 
ii. These were followed by “red-tape” and “hydro” 

c. Q19. Creating new jobs is key to economic success. What are the key 
barriers preventing businesses from creating jobs? 

i. Respondents backed “minimum wage” as the main consensus point, 
followed by “red-tape.” 

ii. We are interpreting this as a feeling that the minimum wage hike 
brought in last year was seen as a barrier to businesses creating 
new jobs.   

6. Other 
a. Are there any other categories / subjects that you would like to see looked 

at in Budget 2019? 
i. The points brought up the most to this prompt were: carbon capture, 

the ring of fire development, and the black market economy.  
 
 


