
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
             September/October 2018 
 
Message from the SHMHA Board of Directors 
 
The Fire Marshall and our insurance company’s investigator were onsite within three days of the fire that destroyed 
SHMHA’s maintenance building and badly damaged the adjacent pump house on the evening of September 8, 2018. 
There was very little left in the wake of the fire, and, although the investigators were here sorting through everything for 
several hours, they were unable to make any clear conclusions on the cause of the fire.  
 

We’re just over three weeks past the fire, and we’re making good progress back to a sense of normalcy.  Thanks to a 
speedy insurance settlement, we’ve acquired a 2018 Ford F250 and a 2012 F250 to replace the trucks lost in the fire.  The 
2012 has only 34,000 miles, and the purchase price is less than what we’ll receive as a part of the insurance settlement. 
While it doesn’t look much like the trucks we’ve had in the past, it was the best price and the lowest mileage available to 
us. It even came with a pre-installed tool box!  
 

All Manor tools and equipment were lost in the fire; the Board of Directors and staff are working together with our 
insurance company to return the Manor to normal daily functions and to replace equipment on a priority needs basis. We 
appreciate your patience as we continue to get this done.     
 

The budget process for 2019 is beginning, and there is much to consider. It’s tedious and always requires time and effort, 
but, of course, it’s particularly difficult this year. The Finance Committee tries to meet our community’s needs while 
keeping to a reasonable and conscientious budget. It can be challenging, but the committee members generously donate 
their individual talents and dedication to the effort. We are grateful to them. 
 
Sewickley Heights Manor Homes Association contracts yearly with Lark Lawn & Landscape to apply liquid 
fertilizer and weed killer to our common property areas. Lark has applied these treatments in the Manor for at least 21 
years. The fertilizer is nitrogen, and the weed killer is 2,4 D, both very commonly used by individuals and by lawn care 
professionals. The nitrogen fertilizer has a Health Hazard rating of 1, and the weed killer, 2,4 D has a Health Hazard 
rating of 2.  Liquid bleach has a Health Hazard rating of 3. 
 

One of our neighbors may have given you information that SHMHA is applying toxic chemicals to the common areas and 
that the Board of Directors is ‘covering it up.’ While any fertilizer or weed killer may have some health risk, the risk is 
generally associated with misuse, intense exposure, or ingestion. Because the application is liquid, the fertilizer and weed 
killer work by absorption, and when the product is dry, the hazard subsides.  
 

The Board President made the MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheets) available to our neighbor who sounded the alarm 
about the fertilizer treatment; in fact, the sheets were hand delivered. Even after the correct information was available, the 
rumors continued. When Lark was on the premises recently for another application, the rumors began anew – you may 
have received a telephone call or a text from a neighbor identifying as a former Board member and in the know, to the 
effect that SHMHA was poisoning residents and keeping the fertilizer ingredients hidden. Many calls were placed to the 
Manor office for clarification, and the Lark employee was interrupted numerous times while trying to complete the 
application. In fact, a buyer under contract, but not yet closed, received the text, and it temporarily put the sale at risk.  
 

MSDS for any classifiable product used by SHMHA or its’ contractors are readily available to any homeowner or resident 
who is interested in seeing them. In addition, every member of the Board of Directors lives in our neighborhood – we are 
an all-volunteer, all resident-homeowner Board.  
 

Because of this disruption, particularly just after the devastating fire that burned our maintenance building to the ground 
and destroyed virtually every piece of equipment we own, we had no choice but to seek legal assistance with the 
unsubstantiated rumors spreading through the neighborhood. Our attorney researched the issue, rendered an opinion and 
issued a letter to our neighbor urging cease and desist. We disclose this because, of course, this has cost all of us 
unnecessary Association dollars.  
 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns about SHMHA procedures or policies, please call the Manor office. 
Many of our neighbors did so in this instance, and we’re grateful. Spreading rumors through the neighborhood is bad for 
all of us. Please be assured the Board of Directors is working hard to do the best for our neighbors and neighborhood. We 
have absolutely no reason to do otherwise. 
 

SHMHA Board of Directors: 
Judy Haluka, Sally Shipley, Cathy Cartieri, Len Kinter, Tom Corbett, Ruth Darragh, Tim Miller 
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Staff and Hours of Operation 
 

Robert E. Merriman, Operations Manager    Monday – Friday 7 AM - 3:30 PM  
Jesse Jankowski, Maintenance Assistant   Monday – Friday 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM  
Susan Moran, Office Manager     Business Hours M, T, Th, Fr 8 AM - 4:30 PM  
 

101 Greenwood Drive 
Sewickley, PA 15143 

412 741 8563 
www.sewickleyheightsmanor.com 

 

Committee News 
 
Architectural Control - Tim Miller, Chair: We have reviewed and approved over 20 projects for our neighbors so far 
this year - new windows and doors, garage doors and other improvements that continue to make our neighborhood a 
beautiful place. If you wish to do work on your home, please obtain the architectural request form at the office or on the 
website. You need to submit the form, proof that your contractor has liability insurance, drawings or pictures of what will 
be installed, including colors and estimated date for complete. The committee will review these items and may have 
additional questions or require modifications before approval.  
 
Finance - Cathy Cartieri, Chair: The committee will be meeting at the end of the month to continue with the budgeting 
process. Various bids have already been solicited for committee review, and board members and staff have done some 
preliminary work. 
 
Maintenance - Len Kinter, Chair: Fall gutter cleaning for Manor homes will start once the leaves have finished falling.  
If you have a gutter-related problem prior to your building’s gutters being cleaned, or any maintenance issue, please call 
the Manor Office. 
   
Manor Landscape - Sally Shipley, Chair: Our staff is back to work, weeding beds and getting ready to begin working 
on leaf removal. Sarver will continue with grass cutting and will also make two passes of leaf cleanup when the leaves 
begin to fall more consistently. 
 
Recreation - Tom Corbett, Chair: Our first year without pool lifeguards went fairly smoothly, and that’s due in large 
part to residents taking an active role in making the pool a pleasant place to spend a very hot summer. The pool was kept 
open for a week after Labor Day, and that turned out to be a very good idea, as temperatures were near 90° that week. 
 
Ridge Landscape - Tim Miller, Chair: Sarver continues grass cutting and will be starting leaf removal as leaves fall. 
 
Neighborhood News 
 
After the resignation of Mike Kaszer, the Board of Directors appointed Ruth Darragh to finish his term. Many thanks to 
Ruth for agreeing to do so, as her previous Board experience will be very helpful. 
 
In the years since the Manor was built, there have been various changes to building codes. For instance, the fire code now 
requires there be a fire door installed between the garage and the living space; plumbing code now requires a thermal 
expansion tank be installed as a part of a water heater; it’s also a good idea to have an electrician check your electrical box 
and wiring, as some of our homes were built in the 1970s, and there have been changes to electrical code and common 
practices since then. This is by no means an exhaustive list. Of course, these code changes relate to first and foremost to 
safety, though should you wish to sell your house, your buyer may not be able to obtain financing unless and until the 
current codes are met.  
 
Stink Bugs are very likely to return!  4 Seasons Exterminating, Inc. is offering a treatment for the reduction of stink 
bugs.  For those interested in the treatment, you may contract with Four Seasons directly at the discounted group cost of 
$129+tax for a townhome and $159+tax for a duplex or single-family home.  Attic bombs are $20 and 2nd and 3rd 
treatments available for an added $99 and $129+tax. A product, Talstar, is applied in early autumn to the exterior of the 
homes, around windows, door frames, attic and dryer vents, seams of soffit and fascia and all other areas that a stink bug 
may enter.  DO NOT clean your windows until after the treatment.  Although this treatment offers a significant 
reduction in stink bugs, they cannot guarantee that bugs will be completely eradicated.  If you wish to contract this 
service, please call 4 Seasons at 412-364-3235.   
 
Significant interior damage can occur when ice damming occurs due to water freezing in and around gutters. Gutter melt 
cables will help avoid this problem. If you are considering installing gutter melt cables, please call the office so we can 
measure for requirements and prepare an estimate - the cable is installed by Manor staff, and the cost of the cable and 
contracting for electrical hook up are the homeowner’s responsibility. Remember to turn on the cables when the snow 
starts falling; remember to turn them off, as well!  An additional layer of insulation in the attic area is also helpful. 
 
If you would like to receive the Manor Messenger via email, please provide your email address to the Manor office 
shmha@verizon.net or 412 741 8563. 

 

Did You Know? 
 
SHMHA has in place various policies that relate to matters within our community. Two of those, the outdoor 
decorating policy and the access to the board of directors’ meetings policy, are printed on the enclosed sheet. 
You can find these and several others on the SHMHA website: www.sewickleyheightsmanor.com 
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