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aquaculture: raising water animals such as fish 
for food; fish farming. (noun)

Aquaculture is another name for fish farming.
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manure:  animal dung used for fertilizing land. 
(noun)

The farmer spreads manure on the fields so the 
crops will grow better.

Fish Farming - Vocabulary



Super
English

hatchery: a place for hatching eggs (as of 
poultry or fish).  (noun)

There are fish hatcheries all over the world.
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fry: young, small fish.  (noun)

The hatcheries take the young fries to fish 
farms.
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     Fish Farming, also called aquaculture, is the 
fastest-growing type of farming in the world. 
About half the fish eaten by people in the 
world are raised on fish farms. China produces 
33% of the world's farmed fish, followed by 
India and Indonesia. Over 600 different types 
of fish and other animals are raised on fish 
farms, but the most common are salmon, tuna, 
cod, trout, and halibut. There are many small 
fish farms, but now there are huge farms 
raising thousands of fish in small areas.      
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    Fish farming started over 4,000 years ago in 
China. The first recorded history was from the 
Zhou Dynasty around 500 BC. An official 
described carp, which are a symbol of good luck 
and fortune, as being farmed for food. During the 
Tang dynasty, around 618, Emperor Li, whose 
name means ‘carp,’ forbade farming the fish that 
bore his name. The Chinese then started raising 
other fish. They also learned to take manure from 
different farm animals and put it in the ponds to 
grow algae, which the fish would eat.
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     In the 1700s, Germany learned how to take eggs from fish and hatch 
them in hatcheries. Then, they raise the baby fish, called a fry. Now there 
are hatcheries all over the world that supply both fish farms and the wild 
with fish. Hatcheries are very important to keep fish populations high. 
Farmers and scientists try to keep the fish populations high enough to feed 
the world as the world population grows.
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 A baby fish is called a snack.

 Hatcheries only supply fish farms.

 Hatcheries kill and then package fish.

1.

2.

3.
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A suffix is a letter or letters added to the end of a 
word to change the meaning.

-ian = relating to nationality     Canada+ian = Canadian

This is the 
Canadian flag.

This boy is from 
Canada. He is 

Canadian.
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