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emergency: something serious that needs fast
help from somebody.  (noun)

The man was very sick, so it was an
emergency.
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equipment: the things needed to do a job or
activity. (noun)

The firefighters keep a lot of equipment on the
fire truck.
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alarm: a device that warns of danger or tells you
something.   (noun)

The alarm sounded letting the people know
there was a fire.
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siren: a very loud noise warning others about
something.  (noun)

The town siren sounded letting people know a 
big storm was coming.
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We don't have much sugar
left.

Much is never used in positive sentences (but
we can use "very/too much")

We use much with uncountouble nouns in
negative sentences and questions.

How much sugar do we
have left?
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     It is 8:00 am, and Sally is in Math class. This is 
her first class of the day. Sally reached into her 
backpack to get her math book when she 
suddenly heard a loud alarm. Sally knew it was 
the fire alarm because they had practiced for fires 
many times, but this time wasn't practice. 
     Sally's teacher told everyone to get in line at 
the classroom door. Then, they all walked calmly 
but quickly out of the school and away from the 
building. This was just like they had practiced. All 
of the other students and teachers did the same.

Fire at the school!
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      At the same time, an alarm also went off at the 
fire station. This was an emergency! The firefighters
were eating their breakfast, but they all stopped 
eating and quickly ran to grab their equipment. 
They put on their fire suits, grabbed their masks and 
air tanks, and then jumped into the fire truck. They 
quickly drove to the school with the fire truck lights 
flashing and sirens blaring. When they got to the 
school, all the firefighters knew their jobs. Some 
would hook the water hoses up, and others would 
take the hoses into the burning school.

Fire at the school!
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      The firefighters made sure everyone had gotten out safely, then
they went into the school to fight the fire. Luckily, they had got there 
fast enough and were able to put out the fire before it burned too much 
of the school. Sally was very happy that nobody got hurt and that the 
firefighters came so quickly to help.

Fire at the school!
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