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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster environmental
stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks of North
Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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What Is a Shell?
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Shell Layers

Structure of a typical mollusc shell

Layer of calcium carbonate Tough outer skin (periostracum)
(aragonite crystals) composed of chitin
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How are Shells Formed'-’
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Why Are SheIIs Different Colors and Shapes?

R fu
. “ ,cf~ e .

0 ..thdon t they all look the

Shellby | held qg,tw
Same?” B S

D FA o

)""w." i '..
.ﬁsﬁo iled. “Because every shell tells a story.”
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“Each one is special,” S
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' crabs | ke xif‘ .;§§1ellby asked.

don’t eat shells.”
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https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/
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A Day of Wonder on the Shore: The
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