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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster environmental
stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks of North
Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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Wednesday at Se*(l)atsi,ool T
ts School auditorium filled with

At 11:00 a.m. shar’,_he Se a (
buzzing voices, fluttering wings, and clicking claws. Professor
Moontide stepped onto the stage, her shell gle@eneath the

.

lights

“Welcome, Sea Oats School students!” she caﬂegi_, ~
“Today, we’re learning about something t|ny--rb17{ very
important.” = |

She paused.
"Who can tell me... what are microplastics?” ’f

e

‘Georgina the grasshopper hopped up and ralsed hé‘r‘g
“They’re very, very tiny piece astic. | see them mixed in with
sand on the beach!” g

“Excellent, Georglna, Professor Vioontide said. @

“Plastic never truly goes awaamﬁad of breakmg down like

leaves or ’ Ils, it just breaks @, apart. Once pIastlc becomes
Microplastic, it’s almost impossible to clean up.”
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Scoot raised his claw. 7
“Where do micrgplastics callle from?

tiny plastic fibers can-rin:
~ eventually reaching ri

....

rs and the ocean.”
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Where Are Microplasticsgund offithe
Outer Banks® - .

Scoot raised his claw again.
“Are microplastics only on some beaches—or all bea

Professor Moontide smiled.
“Because the Outer Banks are surrounded by water, mwroplastlcs

can be found almost everywhere.”
2

. Ocean waves and surf
. Wet sand and dry sand

=T
. Sand dunes and crab burrows |
. -
Marshes and estuaries 5 N
. Wrack lines (seaweed and shells left by waves)
“Even beaches that look clean m: y still ‘microplastics mixed

into the sand,” she said. -
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Fish and plankton
Tiny creatures ea
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Professor Moontlde added, “That means plastic can even |
rea&h amma?s—and‘people—ff frOche beach.”
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"‘ba Afis mg Ilne, and
“_\?'
tee A_nlmals such as ghost
Y at‘*ﬁ d fish can mistake

""': ,..s -f 1-33' 0 d WhICh can make them sick.

4 S

‘3‘!'5‘ S':'Whrplckl‘ng up trash, using reusable items, and

..,""f-“-'-‘ protectrng dunes h'elps keep beaches—and wildlif
S .;{-t;_{:" T_“ h’ealthy'— : ?;
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https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/microplastics.html
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/microplastics/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/microplastics/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/oceans/marine-debris.htm

Sea Oats School Science Lesson: W,

mples mvolT/l;

greaders discover

_ ' C how they pream__;bb‘
) “oce: and7why animals 0 nistakesthem¥for food. The story
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‘About the

Outer Banks Coastﬁén&ationéOB%)lis a nonprofit organization
dedicated to fostering environmental stewardship and a deeper
2 coraectlon to the Outer Banks of North Carolina through educ'atlon
> ,:fbu_;each and conservation |n|t|at(\L§s

Learn.more and download free educational resources at:
www.theobcc.org.
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