
PVL Elements 
Animal Subjects



PVL

What’s PVL? 

Your Personal Visual Language is like your 
handwriting style.

What brushstrokes, marks, washes and other 
techniques do YOU make to translate what you 
see onto paper? 

What unique shapes do you return to over and 
over?



Observe
&
Paint

COLOR
TEXTURE
BREAKS



Let’s 
Practice!



• For Homework

• Sketch then paint this 
bird portrait, using the 
techniques you just 
practiced



• For Further Study

• Sketch then paint this 
elephant, using the 
techniques you just 
practiced

Photo courtesy of https://elephantconservation.org/


