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Assuming you have something to spend them on, gift cards are as good as money. But one convenient difference between money and gift cards: No one is going to trade you $50 in cash for less than $50. But with some clever tricks, you can buy gift cards that are considerably less than their purchasing power. All you need to get the best price on gift cards
is to buy them with the right credit card in the right place: a popular place to buy (and sell) gift cards secondhand using gift card exchange sites like Plastic Jungle and Gift Card Granny. You can use one of these sites to save as much as 35% on the face value of your gift card (or more if you include an eBay seller). However, the choice of gift cards for these
resellers is sometimes slim and often sells for odd numbers, so if you want to save the amount of money on a particular gift card, you may not have much luck here. Also, when you're in a hurry, it's easier to go to the store to buy gift cards. G/O Media is another strategy that automatically discounts the most popular gift cards that might get commissions: Save
gift card money by using gift cards to buy gift cards with rewarded credit cards at groceries, pharmacies, or office supply stores. If you have a credit card that will get you a 3-6% buy-back on a supermarket purchase, you can buy a gift card at the supermarket, so you can essentially save 3-6%. Other places where you can purchase gift cards with
corresponding credit card benefit categories include office supply stores and pharmacies. For example, if you have these cards, you can get your cash back with a gift card for the American Express Blue Cash Preferred (6% back at the supermarket), daily (3% back to the supermarket) or your grandfather's daily (5% back at the supermarket or pharmacy)
card. Chase Inc. (5% office supply store), Amex Simply Cash Card, and other Amex open cards (office supply stores 5%). Using gift cards to buy another gift card, Area explains another gift card and reward card buying strategy: Use a (discount) gift card for one store to buy another gift card that you might actually use. For example, you can get a Toys R Us
gift card (you can get 5% cashback through uPromise) and use that card to buy an Amazon gift card. If you want to buy an OfficeMax gift card that includes a credit card that rewards shopping at an office supply store, you can use that OfficeMax gift card to purchase another gift card. Check out the full chart of gift card hacks in the boarding area. At the end
of buying a gift card with a credit card rewards program/points, if you have a reward credit card, it may make more sense to exchange rewards for gift cards rather than other types of rewards (such as cash or miles) because gift card redemptions are often cheaper.Sometimes on sale. Citibank credit cards, for example, received a $100 Amazon gift card
redemption offer for 9000 points (1000 points or about $10 savings), while a typical cashback reward is $50 for 10,000 points. If you buy a gift card with a credit card or a shopping portal such as Chase Ultimate Rewards or A Advantage, you can earn miles and points with that gift card purchase. In short, you don't have to pay full price for the gift card. Photo
The 401(K) 2012 Race for Life shop item is currently moving to a new home, so it will be offline for a while. Everything will be back online in January 2021. You can't shop to support it now, but you can sign up for Race for Life 2021. You can still claim a free race for life 2020 medals here. A gift card is a prepaid card that can be used by anyone who receives
it. Gift cards usually look like credit cards, but they don't run into debt for their use. Gift cards are replacing old paper gift certificates and are the perfect giveaway if you don't know what to buy. Gift cards with logos for major credit cards such as Deeper Definition MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Discover can be used at any store that accepts these
cards. Some cards can be used in stores owned by the same parent company. Gap Inc., for example, owns Gap, Old Navy, Banana Republic and Asleta, so Gap Inc.'s gift cards are good at the stores it owns. Some gift cards are only available at one merchant. Companies such as Target, Amazon, Best Buy and Macy's Offer Cards can only be used to buy
goods. Some gift cards charge an activation fee of about $5. You will be charged an activation fee when you purchase the gift card. Some gift cards charge a dormant fee for cards that you haven't used for a year. Some gift cards act like cash. If it is lost or stolen, the funds will be in the hands of the person with the card. Other cards can be registered online
and reported as lost or stolen. When that happens, the balance is frozen and transferred to a new card. Starbucks and Crate &amp; Barrel are two retailers that encourage customers to register gift cards and issue new cards if lost or stolen. If you want to give a gift card, give the recipient a card activation receipt and a piece of paper with the gift card number,
including the additional security number on the card. If the card is lost or stolen, the recipient can replace the card more easily. If the recipient notices that their card is missing, they should contact the retailer or credit card company immediately. Retailers must be able to freeze their accounts and issue new cards using activation receipts or gift card numbers.
Most store cards don't charge an exchange fee, but bank-issued cards may charge a fee. Gift card exampleThe person who received the gift card can use it to pay for some or all of the purchase. Some gift cards have a maximum amount that can be loaded, but they can be reloaded, so recipients can add funds later if needed. After the balance is used, no
other gift card serves any further purpose. If that's an important idea, gift cards don't count much. They are popular and allowed. Six in 10 people who responded to this year's National Retail Federation survey said they would like to receive a gift card for their vacation, and more than half said they plan to give it. The rest of us might think of gift cards as cops.
Gift cards are what you give when you don't have a clue what makes the recipient tick, and you can't struggle to find yourself. Well, that's not entirely fair. Gift cards may seem like the only reasonable solution, for example, when dealing with the ever-changing whims of your teenage nephew or nephew. But why bother with plastic? just hand over cash (or
prepaid debit cards). Cash will be used. According to market research firm CEB, large chunks of what has sunk into gift cards - about $1 billion a year - remain unused. The gift of bad ideas is, of course, an even greater waste of money. Everyone has a story of epic failure: an etiquette book (an extra point if it's from your mother-in-law). Boxes of chocolates
for people with allergies, diets, or both. Get back the gift you gave to a forgetful person the previous year. Good gifts are all over the map, but they share similar characteristics. They universally say I get you. Giving a good gift can be incredibly difficult. It takes time, energy and some loose. We need to stop thinking about ourselves, what we want, what the
recipient should have, what we think we should do, and what they think we should do: how do they like to spend their time, what are they passionate about, what makes their lives fun or more enjoyable? It is an exercise of empathy that brings you closer to. The gift that says I will get you The ultimate gift is unexpected. They are things that the recipient does
not think or buy for themself. They can surprise and delight. This is why the gift guide that magazines and websites want to feature is ultimately disappointing. There is no one-size-fits-all good gift. A shiny chef's knife that will become a nirvana for a nascent cook will be a terrifying gift for those who store books in the oven. On the other hand, who would think
an old and battered lunchbox would be a good gift? Her husband searched thring shops, vintage shops and auction sites for months to find the lunch pearls she loved and lost as a child. Money only complicates the problem. Do you budget or splur goods? for frugality, get more onA gift is the Holy Grail. But all too often, bargains are not great, and great
things are not bargains. I'm not good at gifts, but I'm trying to get better. I'm learning to splur goods more often because I'd rather please the people I love than throw money away at other things that reduce pleasure. I also pay attention to the people around me who are good givers. Here's what they have in common: they listen and take notes. Some of the
best givers keep a list of ideas in their notebooks and smartphones. They consult. Friends and loved ones can be a great source of ideas and let recipients know what they already have. They are not waiting for Black Friday. You are likely to encounter other 11 months of great gifts this year. They don't just give things. Experience brings more happiness than
possessions, research shows. They sometimes fail. Choosing a gift is a risk, and no one receives it right every time. Early in the marriage, my husband, who usually has an excellent gift, gave me a waffle iron. I didn't fully wrap the present before blurting out, We're going to pluck this in the bud. (Note to spouses everywhere: Don't give anything with a plug
unless it's specifically requested.) Still, think again. Speaking of specific requests, those of us who don't give great gifts still have one great option: a wish list. We don't get the thrill of off-park hits, but at least we listened. If the other person really wants a gift card? But we should not give up trying to find real gifts for the people we love. We had better make an
effort. Liz Weston is a certified financial planner and columnist for personal finance site NerdWallet and author of Your Credit Score. E-mail: [E-mail protected] Twitter: @lizweston. This article was written by NerdWallet and originally published by The Associated Press. Press.
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