
A proposal for a new elevated urban park built on disused railway coal sidings forming 
a natural, physical and social link between two neighbourhoods and high streets.

“The Peckham Coal Line project is a fantastic example of how we can harness the 
enthusiasm of civic crowdfunding and work more directly with Londoners to improve their 
neighbourhoods. I urge you to go online and help your local project reach their total.” 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London)

“... I feel very honoured to be donating towards the on-going regeneration of our community. 
This project has fantastic potential - if you are umming and arhing about supporting, take the 
plunge, you will be part of something special.” Matthew Tree (Peckham business owner)

“The Peckham Coal Line is an exciting & satisfying counter balance to other London 
landmark projects - no less ambitious but with heart.” Ben Addy (Sustrans)

“The Coal Line will be an amazing local amenity for residents, facilitating access to the high 
street and encouraging residents to stay in Peckham keeping business in the area.” 
Polly (Peckham resident)

“To my mind, the post-High Line project that has been envisaged most closely in the spirit of 
the original, and in some ways trumps it, is the Peckham Coal Line in south London.” 
Tim Richardson (Daily Telegraph)



Below: The proposal brings to life local industrial history as the park passes beneath the 
atmospheric shadow of grand old Victorian arches and factories such as the Bussey building, 
while views towards the city skyline help contextualise Peckham geographically and historically 
in a space that amplifies the seasons and strengthens our community. 

The Coal Line is a community-led initiative that aims to reconnect Peckham’s neighbourhoods 
via a new linear link park between Queens Road Peckham and Rye Lane. This will transform 
walking and cycling connections around Peckham, changing the lives of residents and 
businesses by bridging busy roads and creating a more direct link between two high streets. It 
will turn disused space into a source of civic pride that brings benefits to health, culture and 
business and celebrates Peckham’s industrial past.

The 900m-long route will run on disused coal sidings alongside the railway line through the 
heart of Peckham. It will complement the urban setting and frame views across London, 
passing through beautiful Victorian brick viaducts before dropping down to a little-used nature 
reserve. It will bridge the gap in a wider network of cycling and walking greenways between 
Brixton and the Thames.  

By bringing people together around the idea, we hope it will act as a catalyst for further social 
projects that may only be indirectly linked to the Coal Line itself – connecting schools with 
residents, artists with community groups, businesses with local authorities and all combinations 
in between. It will also be something to be enjoyed in and of itself, a place that’s free to use in 
which to amble, rest, cycle and play above the streets. We’ve had an enthusiastic response 
from everyone we’ve spoken to. We now just need your help and support to take this idea to the 
next level and to make it happen.

The Peckham Coal Line urban park



The three principles of the Coal Line
1.To catalyse businesses and residents to engage with each other, create community networks 
beyond the Coal Line itself and help continue to build a resilient neighbourhood that can 
harness the skill of its residents.

2. A local connection - linking two high streets and a neighbourhood helping distribute the 
regeneration happening in Rye Lane further into the community by bridging a busy roads and 
creating a local asset that you can use to get around or sit in and enjoy. As well as creating a 
cultural space that would attractor visitors from beyond SE15 giving a boost to local traders.

3. To plug a gap in an existing network of road-free greenways allowing continuous car free 
cycling and walking from across inner South London to Greenland Dock where Sustrans are 
proposing a bridge to Canary Wharf. This would provide tens of thousands of commuters from 
these residential areas to one of the cities principle work hubs, a quick, safe, pleasant, healthy 
and environmentally friendly way of getting to work, reducing pressure on the roads and public 
transport.



We are now crowdfunding for £66000 to take the project to the next stage which includes 
testing some of the ideas along the route but also funding a feasibility study. London is a 
creative and progressive city and we are pioneering a new approach to space. Civic space 
crowdfunding platform Spacehive is allowing local residents the agency to transform where 
they live by submitting their own projects. The traditional decision makers are recognising that 
communities are often best placed to not only identify the challenges that they face, but to also 
work together to find the ideas and solutions that meet their needs. 

This progressive approach means a shared responsibility in making things happen and the 
Coal line needs commitment from the public, from charities, foundations and corporations. We 
need government to step up and we need businesses to invest in making this a truly shared 
endeavour. So if you are an individual, or you represent a business or government agency and 
you’d like to help pioneer a future approach to urban space through an exciting project that, 
despite its modest budget has transformative potential, then join our journey. Donate through 
Spacehive and let us know how you can help.

Our shared journey
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